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Sorne of the good folks, whose strongest aversion is t0 sec Ctinada united
and prýosperous, add 10 uther dismal foreboins the prediction ili, th(i
Dominion can neyer becunie a ntiîon until ail its petiple speak one laiguagt,
Even the Toronto Globe is movcd to invite ils readcrs to con4ider lte c-ist
of Svizerland, in whicli republic thrcc official i.ungtuuîgeb are rt!c
Gorman, French and Italian. [t à~ pointeti out that Gernîuny, Fraince and
.Italy are close at haud, yct tat thc Geinana;, the lIaliaus anîd ta.r l tksc »I
the different cantons have no aspiration ttbv.sr<is the nations witusi:~uîe
thcy slicak, and that the Sviss tvîth no laniguage ut tiu.ir %)%'r li.tvo so inaîci-st
a love for their own country that "whent:s one thîinka of Sîviîurit -nd lit tlîinks
of patriotiim, and when onethinks of patriolisi hc thinks of S.titzerlind."

It is allegcd thuit a silver swindle of great proportions is bei,îp
perpetrated at the expenee of the Domininn hy a idirewd comnîe ni
Gcrmati-Americans, whose operahions are siid Li Iimid thtir li.Id bt:tweccn
Michigan and Ontario, [t is asserted that large quantities (-f Aincericiin
silvor have been converted int Canadian coins wuihin tc past year and
circuilated in those districts. They are said to cuntain the standard uveight
of silver, and to bc fac éribmlcd of the C.unadian coin. As the issues are
said to be very extensivo, Canadian silver wili becorne a drtig in the b-trder
States, and wili bc sent to Canada by the Amuerican banks for redemption,
by which process it is estimated the silver operators wiil ex-ract front Canada
a p'ofit Of 40 per cent. on te value of the 8ilver. The attention of the
Dominion Goverament has been drawn 10 the master.

WVe have had recalcd 10 us by a short editorial in the Wolfviilu Atcatlicin
how absoluteiy sickening are the reiterated recriminations of Impers of
opposing politicai parties. Not a move cati be made, g. od tir bad, but it
is the subject of virulent comment, and every occurrence, lioveter %ville of
party signification, is nmade the îupic (if Rhu.se by one set of j-iurnals. and
of unstinîed praise by artother. Th .Acadiaut puis the grievaice-for it is
a crying public nuisance-so weil that we are induced to qiîte it. IlA con.
temporary refers te the Acadiaiz as 1 un independant paper,' taking the side
of no political parîy and filie part in the political discussions of the day.
That hits us. We take very little part in the political discussionîs for the
reason that they are flot wurth it. WVe do not believe the ptople are any
better infozmed or happier by taking part ini paruy bickerings. We belitve
the nonsensical editorials of rank party papers; are doing as much as any-
thing else to injure and hinder the advancenîent and prosperiîy of ii
Canada of ours."

Another United States Senator has conceived an original and compre-
hensive scheme. He thinka the negro probleins may be solved by the U.îited
States Governinent taking steps to obtaiîî a shairc of poçer in the Congo
Free State, and encauraging negroes of a higher cIaý8 to enligrale tiiere,
wbere, he imiagines, they mfght attain a bocisil standing îlot open tu thein in tic
States. Ultimateiy he bas in vice a general emigratioiî. We appreher.d there
may be saine obstacles to this fair-s,unding programme, as there have betu
found to be to annexation asnd other grand and sweeffing thtorit-s broachtd
by inembers of the U. S. Senate. In te first place the wcalthy blacks
wouid very likely decline te go. In the second tiîcîr c.îvilîza ion, whiich Ait-
Senator considers wasted in America, but likely to elevate the country lie
deBires thema t0 seek, is far moro likely to deteriorate tîterc, the ex impies
of Uayti and Liberia being ever before us in this re.ýp.,ct. In the tîtîrd
place, the emigration of the more cultivated colared peuple would leave to
the United States a residue which the test of te South would probably
ecarcely appreciate.

Conimittees appointed by the B3ritish Association and by te Royal
Society ai Canada are at presenit engaged in urging upon te Dominion
Government the importance of making systemaitir ubservations with the
object of determining the unknown currenus in the coast waters of Canada.
Dr J. G. Macregor, wrilîng to the Ierald on the subject, alludes 10 the
recent wreck of H. M. S. Lily in close proximity to a signal station, and
adverts the wealth of information available t0 the tiavigators of B3ritish
waters (rsn tide tables, recorded observations ut currents, tutuuals of coast
pilttage. etc. The saine information may be obtained for the coasi waters
of Canada by a cornparatively sinall expendîture, and Dr. Mlacgregor
rernarks that "lit ià obvious that the comihuees refurred to bhould rccet~e
the support of ail our shipping people in urging its importance upon the
Governxnent. The malter is being energetically taken ni)," Dr. Macregor
continues," Ilin the Upper Provinces. Boards of Trade are pasbung
resolutions ini laver of trie proposais, and pressing upon their tepresentatives
in Parliament ils impurtance. The shipping, finsa of MuIntreai haîve held a
meeting 10 discuss i, and are to send a1 deputation tu OLtaçça to prcaent a
meiiiorial in iLs layon to the Goverument. [t !nqust bu notl-d however ruat
what they are urging on te Governnenat is the making uf tîdal and fùî.ier
observations in the Gulf of St. Liwvrence. Unies, therciore, the silipping
intcrest of the Lower Provinces iakes sirnîlar action there.is danger dlîat the
Government xnay îhink these observations less nccessary i our waters and
provide oniy for rnaking thein in the St. Lawrence. I wouid tharefore
venture tu suggest that the 8hipping firins of ail onr principal ports, Halifax,
St. Jobu, Pictou, Yarmouth, etc,, should foilow the excuiple of the Miontreal
firms by sending memorials 10 the Mlinister of Mlarine, and urging their
repre3entalivcs in Panliamsent 10 prcss upon the Govtrninent the importance
of making provision at once fur ubtaining fur .ur coast waters information
ui tu éurcnts 3imilar to that provîded by the Admiraity for te British
Islands." The subject in af such importance that we givo it te publicily
Our cizculation affurjs.

1 IL would appear that the hiteit in the arrangements for thc AuRtralian
*auxilliary sqîtadron must have brenî VOt over, as il is announced thast five
cruibers, the li>undora, Pdlortis, Péririan, Pli.eji ancd Piycle, witb two

* eritbioats, ire building iii Englisi yards. Cuinmenting on tîtese naines,
!nîjerial Fi-deralion iply suggcsts lthaI titese uessels inighl have been more
apprupnîately ilaintd Actr Australianu cities, ct.ussica( nam-s being more

.. tt u the Ntcdittriane;wi tlî,n lu the P'acifie. ' This question recalls lu us
..àidea we have luiag hld that il is ligne thït the Adnîîralîy did away with

a .tib,nr tif these c.ld wurld and (lut of date classical naines which they
reptat iii tîe no)niei-cl %turc of tiii Navy (ici naaucai. A feuv pre-ominent
0o1el. s'ich as Achilles, Hectoir, Agamenîtn in and sorte others, shouid alVays
bc retained, as they convcy a distinct itica t0 every oitc, but the great mass
tif theî otight il) go i3eaides the tnmises of mn.ocf war sbould be selectcdl
for etphony and grandeur as wvell as agsociation. On tbis ground ito grand
Il nanie? is 9 tipdain iiiigtît lie reiirdc, and, as an example, Poseidun inight
be ,Ilb!,tittittil fn) Nrptiinî., (Ireec leing almost always preferable to Liitiii
naines.

l'le attention of the 1>hiiantltropists wltu are engaged in righteouîs
efforts for the suppression of the sîrve Irade in Africa lîas* recently
received an im1ietus iii another an~d perbiaîs erjually important direction.
The Cretan disturbances and te outriges on native Cb)ri.;ti-ats in Armeniau
have led reformiers tu consider lthe magnitude of te slive trade of
Canstaîitinsoile, and ita peculiar obnoxiousiueEs as being carried on in a
Europczn country and being sbielded by lthe po>wer of ils sovereigu. There
are nincuy regular slave dealers in Constantinople, and thiruy bouses wyherc
slaves arc deat in as any titu sort tif suc.nî The cit> is a iîead centre
for the traffe, and tilavts are exported ta Egypt and ouher easterns cuuntries
whcro dicre is a dcînand for ihein. The prices for slaves lire quoted in the
saine way as tbe ruling raies for any article o! commeiircial value, just as if
ituman bcings wvere iîoî the vicais cf the Itideous trade. l i8î said that lthe
institutuion is conurary lu lte iaw of 'Mahomet, whethor it be so or not the
consideralion of the cnntinuîed existence of the iniquity in Europe bas led
lu ulie suggedtion uhat the Goveriments of Europe slaould bring pressure to
bear upon the Sultan lu îîbulish it. Suggestion often lcads 10 action and
actiii tu success, irtd ive trust it may be so in Ibis case, but wve fear the
Padîsbah will be fciund impracticabie on the subject until he is compelled
tither to take the rcquircd mç.ureâ or abandoit bis Europea.î Empire

There are probably rnany wlo do nol know mtîch about the recent
Delagoa Bay Railway squabblo between Great Britain and Portugal. The
Militùs Gazette v'ery successfully describes the situtation, and for the benefil
uf the unpusted wve quote iliat ju)urnal':b desc.iptiun, paruly on account of the
huniorous way in whiach iî is put .-- Sunte four yearâ ago Portugal granted
a charter tu dn Anglo.Anxerican cumpany authoriz-ng it tu buiîd a railroad
fifuy-tigbî miles long, cnnnecuing Delagoa, in 1>ortuguese Africa, with the
l'raîtsvaal gold fields. Fifty.four miles ivere compleied more than a year

ago, and have becn open for traflk ever since; but the remaining four miles
lay iu an cxtreintly difficult ctu..îîury, and couîd nutlib: fi,..shed ivithin the
tite unmit cotemplauîed by the charter On this account lthe Portugliese
G.ivertiment declared tht, cuncezii forfeited. and apparently atlempted 10
t.tke pussessjion of tbc road %vWiuut reg-trd for the ri,;Iàîs of the curaî,aany.
Dut Ibis wvas not soi e .sy. England t.ook the master seriousIy, and promptly
arranged t0 send a gunbaat 10 bbc point îbire.ittentd. %Ve seemed t0 be on
the cive of a railroad war bLtwecn England and Portugal. But more
peacefui ctiunsels prevailed. The gusiblit friglitcned lthe Purtuguese more
tffcîiveiy than a general freight agent could have donc. Thtis is not
because a gunboat is in itsoîf more dingetous th-an a general freighit agent.
On thc cor.trary, we are canvinced that mtore properiy lias br-en de.îro>'ed
in the last tern years by general Ir.-ight. agents than by gunboats. But a1
gunboat, armcd witb moden iveapons o! precision, usually btits wbst it aims
au, witile a general freigbt aent, ammed witli irrespunsible authorîty, does
nol. Wc contmend the study of Ibis distinction to presidents svho tbink of
eîîgaging in railway wars."

It is inîimaîed in a telegrapla despatch to thc New York Tribune that
wlxen the men wltu were: nominally to mîkile the contracts (or the Atlantic
fast mail service were sent 10 Ottawa froim Lindon t0 carry ont the
formalities wiîh the Dominion Governisacnt, obstacles were aI once placed
in the way by the existingetamrshmp lines. The Allans were j.somplly ditere,
and the Grand Trun, îook a band, pressure of ail klnds wvas brougit Io
bear on ministers, and just enough 'loubt uvas tbrown on te procct in ltae
nîghu finatcial quarters on the utlier sîde to discredit il and frighien capital,
alwa b titîad in tce wrong place, froin invesîsîii- in i.ny cumpany that might
bc itiunr-ltd, ur fromn affurdiiig tl.c neccssary f.cilaiis to fi..ance the sche.ne
in any ishtlit. Thtre is vcr hitlc duubt that this is troc, and il Is only one
instancc uf te nsay an vehic., wrîile Britisht capitl. is puurtd uvith rccklcss
u>rudig .Iity it t i. Uiàted Siatt.à, dicre is su litîle ircij4n.tiun lu sce k
invesîments in Canada, atnd su great an indifference te Icarn ber resources.-
Thtat there ià, buwcvcr, a1 grwi1ng dispousition in England ta know more ai
tho Colonies is evinced by the siccess %vhicb is reported of thc tjpply t0
the frc public libranies o! Great Britain by the gcnerosiuy ai MIr. 0. V.
Mourgan, of the wvcekiy editioui of the Toronto Emptlirt:. The nuîzîber of
librtrics whicb, on investigation, have been found to have laken advantnge
ai Ifr. Mforgan's liber.îliîy is so saîisfactory that that gentleman bas deci.ded
10 rene'v his offer fur attother year. On the oither baud, if Euglisb news-
paptrs w.,u!d pay to the greal qucsti.ns o! Ci.lonial policy as much attention
as uhey give in the petty intîrigues ai Qucen Natalie of Servia, or 10 delails
af tho trousseau o! the Crown Princess of Greece, anothor source of
knowiedgc of thc Colonies would bc opened tu the Blritish public.


