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Some of the good folks, whose strongest aversion is to see Canada united
and prosperous, add to other dismal {orebodings the prediction that the
Dominion can never becume a nation until all its people speak one language,
Even the Toronto Globs is moved to invite its readers 10 consider the case
of Switzerland, in which republic three officiul languiges are rec gniz:d.
German, French and Dalian, It i3 pointed out that Germwy, France and
Italy are cluse at band, yet that the Genmans, the Lahiaus and wie Fronch of
the different cantons have no aspiration towards the natons whosz magaiges
they speak, and that the Swiss with no language uf their own have so mtense
n love for their own country that “when one thinks of Switzerlind he thinks
of patriotism, and when one thinks of patriotism he thinks of Saitzerlind.”

It is alleged that a silver swindle of great proportions is being
perpetrated at the expense of the Domininn by a shrewd comhne of
German-Americans, whose operations are said Ly fiml their i:1d between
Michigan and Ontario, It is asserted that large quamitities of American
silver havo been converted into Canadian coius within the past ycar and
circulated in those districts. They are said to cuntain the standard weight
of silver, and to be fac similes of the Canadian com. As the issues are
said to be very extensivo, Canadian silver will become a drug in the border
States, and will be sent to Canada by the American banks for redemption,
by which process it is estimated the silver operators will extract from Canada
a profit of 4o per cent. on the value of the silver. The attention of the
Dominion Government has been drawn to the matter,

We have had recalled to us by a short editorial in the Wolfvills Acadiun
how absolutely sickening are the reiterated recriminations of papers of
opposing political parties. Not a move can be made, g od or bad, but it
is the subject of virulent comwent, and every occurrence, however wide of
party signification, is made the topic of abuse by one set of journals, and
of unstinted praise by another. Th Acadian puts the grievance—for it is
a cryiog public nuisance—so well that we are induced to quote it. “ A con-
temporary refers to the Acadian as ¢ an independent paper,’ taking the side
of no political party and little part in the political discussions of the day.
That hits us. We take very htle part in the political discussions for the
reason that they are not worth it. ~ We do not believe the peoplo are any
better informed or happicr by taking part in party bickerings. We believe
the nonsensical editorials of rank party papers are doing as much as any-
thing else to injure and hinder the advancement and prosperity of this
Canada of ours.”

Avother United States Senator has conceived an original and compre-
hensive scheme. He thinks the negro prublem may be solved by the Uaited
States Government taking steps to obtain a sharc of power in the Cungu
Free State, and encouraging negroes of a higher cla-s to emigrate there,
where, he imagines, they might attain a soci1! standing not open o them in the
States, Ultimately he has in view a general emigration. We appreher.d there
may be some obstacles to this fair-s ,unding programme, as there have been
found to be to annexation snd other grand and sweeping theorivs broached
by members of the U. S. Senate. In the first place the wealthy blacks
would very likely decline to go. In the secund thewr civihiza ivn, which .l
Senator considers wasted in America, but likely to elevate the country he
desires them to seek, is far moro likely t0 deteriorate there, the eximples
of Haytiand Liberia being ever before us in this respzct.  In the thid
place, the emigration of the more cultivated colored pcuple would leave to
the United States a residue which the rest of the South would probably
gcarcely appreciate.

Committees appointed by the British Association and by the Royal
Society of Canada are at present engaged in urging upon the Dominion
Goveroroent the importance of making systemsuc ubservations with the
object of determining the unknown currents 1n the coast waters of Canada.
Dr J. G. MacGregor, writing to the Herald on the subject, alludes to the
recent wreck of H. M. S. Lily in close proximity to a signal station, and
advenis the wealth of information available to the pavigators of Brilish
waters from tide tables, recorded observations of currents, msnuals of coast
pilutage, etc.  The same information may be obtained for the coast waters
of Canada by a comparatively small expenditure, and Dr. Macgregor
remarks that “it is obvious that the commutees reforred to should receive
the support of all our shipping people in urging its importance upon the
Goveroment, The matter is being energeticaily taken up,” Dr. MacGregor
continues,” *“in the Upper Provinces. Boards of Trade are passing
resolutions in faver of the proposals, and pressing upon their tepresentatives
in Parliament its impurtance. The shipping firms of Monireal have held a
meeling to discuss it, and are to send a deputation to Outa®a to present a
memonal in 1ts favor to the Government. It must be nuted however that
what they are urging on the Government 1s the making of tidal and otaer
obsetvations in the Gulf of St. Liwrence. Unless, theretore, the shipping
interest of the Lower Provincestakes similar action there is danger ihat the
Government may think these observations less necessary in our waters and
provide only for making them in the St. Lawrence. I would therefore
venture to suggest that the shipping firms of all onr principal ports, Halifax,
8t. John, Pictou, Yarmouth, ctc., should follow the exsmple of the Montreal
firms by sending memorials to the Minister of Marine, and urging their
representatives in Parliament to press upon the Government the importance
of making provision at unce fur ubtaiming for .ur coast waters information
28 to currents similar to that provided by the Admiraity for the Briush
Islands.” The subject is of such importance that we givo it the publicity

our circulation affurds,

It would appear that the hitch in the arrangemunts for the Auatralian
auxilliary squadron must have been pot over, as it is announced that five
cruisers, the Pandora, Pelorus, Persian, Phanix and Psyche, with two
cunboats, are bulding in English yards. Commenting on these names,
fperial Federation aptly suggests that these vessels might have been more
appropriately named after Australinn cities, classical nam-s being more
saned 1o the Meditcrranean than to the Pacific.  This question recalls to us
aa idea we have lung held that it is time that the Adnuralty did away with
4 vunber of these old world and out of date classical names which they
repeat in the nomercliture of the Navy ad nauseam. A few pre-ominent
ones, such as Achilles, Hector, Agamemnn and some others, should always
bz retained, as they convey a distinct idea to every one, but the great mass
of them ought to go  Besides the names of men-of war should be selected
for cuphony and grandeur as well as association.  On this ground eo grand
a name as Sarpedon might be retained, and, as an example, Poseidon might
be substitutedd [or Neptune, Greek being almost always preferable to Latin
names.

The attention of the Philanthropists who are engaged in righteous
efforts for the suppression of the slive trade in Africa has' recently
received an impetus in aoother and perhaps equally important direction.
The Cretan disturbances and the vutriges on native Christians in Armenia
have led reformers o consider the magnitude of the sluve trade of
Constantinople, and its peculiar obnoxiousness as being carried on in a
Europzzan country and being shielded by the power of its sovereign.  There
are ninety regular slave dealers in Constantinople, and thirty houses where
slaves aredeslt in as any wiher surt of merchandise. The city is a head centre
for the traffic, and slaves are exported to Egypt and other eastern countries
where there is o demand for them.  The prices for slaves are quoted in the
same way as the ruling rates for any article of commercial value, just as if
human beings were not the victims of the hideous trade. 1t is said that the
institution is contrary to the law of Mahomet, whethor it be so or not the
consideration of the continued existence of the iniquity in Europe has led
to the suggestion that the Governments of Europe should bring pressure to
bear upon the Sultan to sbolish it.  Suggestion often lcads to action and
action tu success, and we trust it may be so in this case. but we fear the
Padishah will be found imnpracticable on the subject until he is compelled
enther to take the required measures or abandon his Europeaa Empire

There are probably many who do not know much about the recent
Delagos Bay Railway squabblo between Great Britain and Portugal.  The
Militia Gazette very successfully describes the situation, and for the benefit
of the unpusted we quote that journal's desc.iptiun, parily on account of the
humorous way in which it 1s put .—** Sume fuur years ago Portugal granted
a charter to an Anglo-American company authonizang it to build a railroad
fifty-cight miles long, connecting Delagoa, in Portuguese Africa, with the
I'ransvaal gold fields. Fifty-four miles were completed more than a year
ago, and have been open for trafilc ever since; but the remaining four miles
lay 10 an extremcly difficult couutry, and could not be fiashed within the
time limit contemplated by the charter  On this account the Portugaese
G..vernment declared the concessiun torfeited, and apparently attempted to
take pussession of the road wuhwut regard tur the righus of the cumpany.
But this was not so e.sy. England took the matter seriously, and promptly
arranged to send a gunboat to the point threatened.  \We seemed to be on
the eve of a railroad war between England and Portugal.  But more
peaceful counsels prevailed.  The gunboat frnghtened the Portuguese more
cffectively than a general freight agent could have done.  This is not
because a gunboat is iu itself more dangetous than a general freight agent.
Oa the contrary, we are convinced that more property has bzen destroyed
in the last ten years by general {reight agents than by gunboats. But a
gunboat, armed with mudern weapons of precision, usually hits what it aims
at, while a general freight a ent, armed with irresponsible authonty, does
not. We commend the study of this distinction o presidents who think of
engaging in railway wars."”

It is intimated in a telegraph despatch to the New York Zribune that
when the men who were nominally to make the contracts for the Atlantic
fast mail service were sent to Ottawa from London to carry out the
formaliues with the Duminion Guvernment, obstacles were at once placed
in the way by the existuing stcamship lines. The Allans were p.omptly there,
and the Grand Trun. took a hand, pressure of all kinds was brought to
bear on ministers, and just encugh Jdoubt was thrown on the progect in the
night finaucial quarters on the uther side to discredit it and frighten capual,
always tuuid 10 the wrong place, frum investing in &by cumpany that might
be taunched, ur from affurding e necessary fucilities to fi.ance the scheme
in any shape. There s ver, sttle doubt that this is tiue, and it is unly one
instance of the way 1o which, wnile Briush capitsl is poured with reckless
prudig ity 1nto the Cinted Siates, there 1s so little inclination to scek
invesiments in Canada, and sv great an iodifference to learn her resources.
That there is, bowever, a growing dispositivn in England to know more of
the Colonies is evinced by the suzcess which is reported of the <apply to
the frec public librarics of Great Britain by the gencerosity of Mr. O. V.
Morgan, of the weekly edition of the Toronto Ewmpire. The number of
libraries which, on investigation, have been found to have taken advantage
of Mr. Morgan’s liberality is so satisfactory that that gentleman has decided
to renew his offer for another year.  On the other hand, if English news-
papers w.uld pay to the great questicns of Cilonial policy as much attention
as they give to the petly intrigues of Queen Natalie of Servia, or to details
of tho {frousseau of the Crown Princess of Greece, another source of
knowledge of the Colonies would be opened to the British public.




