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TO CORItIUSl'ONI)ENTS:
AUt 'olninunuîiatioi regarts:g tie Miitla or

Voitiiteer iflovomciit, or for the Eiiitorial Depart-
menti, sheitilîl lie tidre.s.eti tu the Miller of Tjii
VOr.UrTEV.It ltuvtiraw', Ottniva.

Cotiintuiiicalisîs inttndeit foi' ltett i siot Ioild
hoc .qrltteti on onî e e tue paliecr only>.

WVe caîtiot timdorisko to rcttiri roJoe'tet coin-
mîînications. Corrcoioîîdcîts siînot invariabiy
senti us, colliltinttally, their nanio raidci midreso.

Ali lettors inusth oti p:id or Ihoy viii iîot
be laiton ont eft lie l'est Ofile.

Adjîîtaiiis and i meor i Corpic thiroughoiit lie
Pràovinces are particitarly recuostett to favor lis
reguilarly wItive wckiy In forni ntion conce rung tlie
mnovenients andu uioiiîgs orticir respective Corps,
Iîîctîîîing tMe flxtîîres for drill, marcing.out, rifle
>iracticC, &c.

WVe salli fel obligeft te stiel tni forward &il Ini-
tformation oftl t cii kns cariy as possible,8 Metat
7niy reacli uls Ini time for pbiaIn

AND'MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

4UnlorIbeu, untieuglit, olîr swords wo draw,
To guîrd. the Nfonarci, fecc the law."1

O'rTAV.A,:MbONDAY, MARCII W, M-u.3.

MILITIA ORGANIZATION.

Tht> articles îvhiciî have fit varieus limes
appeareti iii tht> VOLUNÎTEI Rîaview on the
very intetesting subject ef àfililia Organiza
lion, have succeetied in aivaking attention te
anti prometing discussion on the Lest mode
ot creating our national ariny of defence.
It le, lîowever, evident, that in the con-
sidêtration et tht> subjeet hithorto, sufficient
attention lias net Leen paiti te ont> great
principle, anti that is the> tact that; Iltho
Canadian troops are designeti for purposes
of defence, net aggressîen, andi consoquently
nt> costly outlay neeti bo incurred in the
effort te make tlîem forget their indivîdual-
ity ini th> attempt te train highly disciplined
soldiers. "lThe peculiar topographical fea,
turcs et te country reduce ils detence ta
a Nvar et fortified po!,ts and i nes, ivii can.
be se placed as ta ar-ord multal support,
anti, rt the> satjsa urne, erîcl post ant i ne
clin bc garrisoneti and dotendeti by the> in-
habitante in its immediate vicinity. Con-
sequently long marches, strategetic man
couvres, anti th> whole o? th> science et
hantiling large bodiies et treeps in tht> field, 6
are mattere, th> considoration, of which may
Le safely postponed tilt atter the> more
matorial on> et organization."1

In th> lest issue et the> Rcvsîow there a
are two letters, oue under tho caption etf
"lCanadian Volunteers," th> other "OurJ

Militia Organization."e Th> wrlter ot tho
first, practlcaily nequaintoti %vith th> pros ont
orgaaîizatieuî, points eut clearly ie prin.
ciple ovils-9 th> tact Vint th> duty
ot th> Oovcrtnîent le ailowati te be dis.
ciîarged Ly the oficera et tho terce ivlit are
the Zcrîghing 3locks et thoso ivlo ehirk tîteir
own share ef it," as ivoll as the burdeîîs
nieodlcssiy iinpoeu on tiieni by holding tho
Commanding officers et ceipaîîice reepon
sibie for cloting, armis and appeintients,
andi ondeavors te retute th> arguments ot
"Anothier Volutîteor," whose great gri>v-
ainco je that hie Captaini %visîtos te keep
th> clGt-hing in the Armery, anti declayes it
imipossible> te ]lave country companies
efficient'%vitliotit throo îvceks or a nionlh et
Battalion drill. Th> blilitary Schools are
next ticaît ivith, anti a juet tribtoe paiti ta
theit' value, andi th> jutigment et their
founidar, th> Ilon. J. S. Macdoenald.

lt is a niost extra>rtilnary circumstanice
thant lie attenipt has been yet matie ta ro.
liove indiî'iduals frein fic responsibility
andi expensa atteîîding te organization andi
coninianil et Voltinteer Companies. Not
oniy lias an officer te exert hie personal in-
fluence witlt hie counitrynien le intince thorm
te become nîecîs ofitis corps, but ho lias
te take charge et' arme andi clothing ait hie
ewn oxpense, anti beai' a variety et other
chtarges toi' which lie je net t'einîerated, but
ho aitset make gooti, at his oivn expensce, any
doficieîîcies wii îîîay occur iii hie stores
Ly lte cirelcssness et' otiier aiiemanage.
ment et lte mcii, ît'lo are gencraliy prone
te think that liîey may de as tlîey pleasG
witilIe Goverittneîît outf'it. The great fauît
et lte Volunteer ergaîtizatien, le, that; ne
encour'agemnît lias beemi giveti te coin.-
panies raise in llte rural dlistricts. As it is,
witluin a year ltat th> systemi et gî'ants for
DriliShiees Locaine prevalent, avenl se. ien
iL is conîe'dercd tiîat lte ren beleng'ing
ta thesc corps ]lave otten te conie five or six
miles te dr'ill, atter a liard day's îvork, their
inefllcieîîcy neeti net Le ivendeteti at, niet'
will îvitiîdrawing tiier f, in profitable pur-
suitis for Ilirce %veeks et' a mentît cach yoar
cure lte evil. AIl institutions that are
experinîieiitally establîslhd like th> Il'îtary
Schools, ar'e liaLle to abus>. Ne deubt inany
Cadets hava obtainet certificates Yhase
social position iwoulti eebar titem, froua holti-
ing a commission in the> Militia, but that l3
th> faul t et th> original diesign, %vhich con-
templateti couîpulsery service, îvhcreas ne
fact ean bo Lettai' estiîblished thaui that th>
Militia et Canada caîntîîeh matie te serve
by compulsion, anti muet ho commandeti
by ofllccî's possessing tut> confidenca anti re-
spect et the nmen, andi this arises from the
;mall social diffarenceo exiting betwccen the
varieus classes iii the country.

Th> writci' on "-Our 2'ilitia Organization"
.ays down as a principle, that a special tax
ieulti ho levieti on each of th> five iuti-
Ireti anti sixty municipalities inta ivhich th>
?revinco et Ontario le divideti, for th> sup-
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port of a Conmpany of 0110 hundrcd anen in
tench-nnd titis %vould produce, ivith thev

cities, 60,000 mon. Now, both writers ovi
clcntîy Cst4iblisli the tact tlirit thi> prescrit
organdzation ie <lofeotivo andi practically
uselcess, that tho burden of the> defonco or
tbo Province i8 titrotwn on th> shoulders of
individuals, andi that nothing short of locai
taxation %wiIl nricot the> circumstances ef the
case. IL is ivell establiahod flit no portion
of the population of th> Dominion ean lie

fdataclied froni their more profitable pur.
suite tô acquitie a Ilthorough knowlcdge or
disciplino," that 60,000 mon Ilare as in
suliciont as 35,000, for th> purpeses of de
fence, that any compulsory organization
will lie inefficient, because it is distasteful to
the people, foreigni te thoir institutions andt
habits, andi injurious to tho best inlcreste of
the country; that lo special taxation i'ouid(
bo submitted to, net' %ould any lav bearing
oni P. particutar clasa have effect. 'Vit tlt
proposai of rsiising one 'hundreti mc i n
oaoii township, woulti be ns ineffectivo as the
prescrit Militia Lawv; respecting tho fini
class Service Militia, it couli neot be enforccd,
anti finaliy, that any meanure ta be effec
tive, must bie unit'ersal wvithout exception.'
What tht> country really wants je a gencrai
Militia law, by which ovory man capable or
serving, from sixteen te sixty, aliould Le
enrolled, and drilled ritleast four days in the
year, the Lime ta bie ehosen se as net te in
tortore with th> &.%neral business eof tlic
country. The mode of organization shotild
be by counly regiments dividcd into Biai
talions according ta population. At overy
Company Ileadquarters, a Drill Shîed n
Arsnory should Lie provided nt th> expense
of the municipality, vrho should aise provide
for the caro o? arms, clothing, stores, repatri,
antiromovaloetsaine; butne payshould te
given tanny nian except th> S!orekeepr.
Tho> General Government ehouiti bo prc
pared te give an nllowance to un Adjutan:
anti Drill Instructar ta ench flattalion, and
this ought te hoe paiti out of the precceus o!
th> Ordnance lande, which ivore hauîded
over for Militia purposes. It should alio
pay th> Staff from th anme source. Such
Cadets of the Mil'itary &-bools as holti Coni
missions in the> ieserve or Volunteer 31litio
shoulti retain their respective ranke as
seniors thereof, at local in th> new organîn.
tien. The> remainder ehould be placed on the
Staffeor unattacheti list for future serv'ice.
th> latter number iwoulti bo emall, andi caru
shoulti bc takext to makce il. meest effecirîe.
In th> event of Corps being requircd foi
service, a draft could ho malle oit cach
county regiment for a sufficient numbcr ui
mon, %vhich coulti bo taken in due propor.
tions from sucli Battalion, cither as Velu>
teers, or ns firit on th> rester, formodl inti
Provisienal. Battalions, the> cotmanti oi
iwhich sghotilti be given ta sueh Cadets as
were qualifiet theretor, anti th> eubaterni,
and ail other officors, chesen front tho sain
claso, caro being laiton te aelect the Cadet#


