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SOMEBODY'S DARLING.

Into 2 ward of the whitewushied walls,
\Where dead and the dying luy—
Wounded by bayonets, shollg, and batig~—
Somebody’s darllug was bornoano duy
Someobody’s (lnrlln§: 1 Soyoungaud so brave,
Wearlng st 1 en hilg pale, sweot fuce,
Soon 10 be bl by tho dust of tho grave,
The lingering Hght of his boyhood’s grice.

Matted and damparo the curls of gold
Kissing the snow of that falr young brow ;

Palo are the 1ips of delleate mould~—
Somebody’s durling §s dying now.

Back from tho beautiful, biue-volaned face,
Brash every wandering stiken threads

Cross his handsas n slyn of graco—
Somebody’s darling 13 still and dead.

Kiss him once for somebody’s sake,
Murmura prayer soft and low,

One brizht curt from the cluster talie—~
They were somcebody’s pride, yott know.

Somcebody’s hand hath rested theres
Was it a inother's soft and white ¢

And have tho 1ips of a sister fnfr
Been baptized In thase waves of Ught?

God knows best. e was somoebody'slove;
Somebody's ieart enslirfued himthere;
Somebody wafted hifs namne above,
NMghtand maorn, on the wings of prayer.
Somebody woptwhen be marchied away,
Looking 50 handsome, brave and grand;
Somebody’s kisk on his forchicad iy ;
Somebedy clung to his parting hand,

Somebody watehing and walting for him,
Yearning 1o hold himngzain to hier heart;
There ho lics~with the bluoe eyes dim,
And smillng, childiike Hps apart.
Tonderly bury the fair youny dead,
Pausing to drop on his graven tear;
Carve oun tho wooden siab at bis head-—
s Somebody’s darltug lfes buried here!™”

Big and Little Armies.

——

An evening contemporary, pulting itself
in the position of the Brilish taxpayer,
after ho has been made aware of the com-
parative military poverty of tho country,
supposes Ltho taxpayer to make tho follow-
ing survey of the general position of aftairs :
—* When he inquires, with a view to pru
dent minimum, what tvere the proportions
of the French Army when it set out towards
the Rhino in July, 1570, hoe learns that the
tolal force, in 8'x army corps and the Im-
perial Guard, smounted 1o about 300,000
men. ¢ Very well,’ he reflects, ¢ we must
have more than that to begin with, or we
shall soon be knocked inton cocked hat.!
He twins o the formidable parade of the
mobilized British Army, and bas painful
aepsations. Uere ate cight army corps, it
is true ; and in the schemeo they are all filled
up, from generals to drummers, from
chaplains to cooks ; but when they areall
told—lorso and foot, ficld marshals, gun-
ners, pontoon und telegraph train, doctors,
wagouners, butchers, bakers, and all—they
number just 289,84 men, 84,680 horses,
11,280 vebicles, and 720 gumns. It is not
with a chicerful heart that ha luros up the
field states of the army which represented
all‘conquering Fathuoland in the subjuga.
tion of France. His nov military organiza-
tion may perhaps tear comparison with the
300,000 men whom Prussia hzd under arms
ot the declaration of war in July; but it
does not lock quite up 10 his notions in face
of the fact that, within ono month of that
declaration, Germany had 1,124,000 soldiers
in thofield. lie reads with dismay of the
Prassian Army, with its 640,000 men in
four gran@ and independent corps; the
North German Army. starting with $50 000
in the line, 1200 guns, and 53,000 cavalry 3
its 187000 reserve with 234 guns and 1S,
0% cavalry, and 11s 205000 Jaudwehr,
with ICC00 cavalry; and ho feels that
lie can bardly efford (o despiso the 63«
000 Bavarian Infantry, with 192 gans and
14 800 horses, 25.00¢ reserves, 2400 horses,
and 22,000 landwebr; or even the 16,000

linesmen, 54 guns, 4000 reservo, and 9600
landwehr, which formed the contribution of
little Baden. ITappy for bim if ho can take
rofugo from dospairin the oflicial foporis on
tho antumn mancsuvres of 1871, and ba-
lieve that, while the transport and the offi
cers might have been in better order, the
artillery was ¢magnificent,” the cavalry,
¢ superb,’ and the infantry ¢very good.'
¢ Quality before quantity,” ho ecries, not
without some passing suspicion of bravado,
and he resolves from Lhat day forth to
prize. his army as ho prizes his cob, his
farm, and sometimes his wile, for the
uniquo virtuo combined in tho qualities
‘little and  good. IHappier still’ if he
should weather the final shock when
itis told him that but one of all his eight
army corps is completely made up of regu-
Iar troops, while threo of them have buta
single brigade of regulars in each.

¢ But comfort is for the man who will
seek it ; and thero may yet bo abundant
consolation fos tho sanguine man in the
reflection that the British Army has done
alorious deeds and schieved substan.
tial sticcesses far ount of proportion to its
size. ‘Tho big armies havo always belonged
to the foreigner; Duf not always the big
victorics. e cannot point to many large
bodies of soldiery who have passed into
caplivity wholesale, hi:o the £3.000svho
surrendered at Sedan, or the 180,000 at
Melz. We have not often counted 37,000 of
our compatriots killed and wounded in two
days’ fighting, as did the Germans at Mars:
JaTour and Gravelotte; norcan wo say
that in one singlo month we cver lost 350,~
900 mon and 8§00 guuos, as did the French
during lhe Japvary ibat closed with the
capitulation of Paris. \We have never had
on tho army sick-list at ono time 100,000
men, as tho Federals reported of them:
selves in- November, 1862; nor have our
military operations ever cost us £600,000,000
in five years, as those of the civil war cost
the United States between the begioning of
1561 and the end of 1865. Before we reach-
ed tho present era of bloated ¢ armaments,’
Prussia had boasted her 350,000, Tuarkey
ber 450.000, Austria her 500,000, Russia her
500,000 and France ber 1,000,000 menia*
arms at various tlimes; and when twelvo
years ago, tke rourd estimate of Earopean
armies was placed at 6,000,000 soldiers, a
million biorses, and 11,000 guus, Ezgland's
share was hut 22,918 regulzr fighting men.
It is not for us to aspire to such honours as
Xerxes, with his seventcen hundred thou-
sand foo! and cighty thousand horse,
or ns Darius, who met Alexander with
nearly a million of soldiery. Our modest
army, less thag two hundred years ago,
numbered but soven thow.and infautry and
seventeen hundred horse.  With all its
exercise and growtlt since then it has kept
witbin modest bounds, =0 far as numbers
are concerned, and ye! wo have no nced to
biow a blatant trumpet to make knowa its
deeds. During the war of American lade-
peadenco wo had but 110,030 men. In
$100, the year of Copenhagen and the Peace
of Amiens, our total was 165,000. To the
midst of the Peniosular War, again in the
Whaterloo year, our tolal force, including
forcign trooss, did not cxceed 309,000
Duaring tho war with Russia 223,000 was
thoe sum of our European force, and we had
less than 30,000 troops in India while
towards thie clasa of tho.Indiin Mutiny our
Tadian forco was 92,000, and the total elsa-
where 222874, Theso figures wero slightly
exceeded in the Chincso war of 1859 60; buy
wo haveshown a decrease cver sinee, and
notably in tho year of the France-P-u-sim
war, when onr non Indian forco was under

180,000, Thus far, it is true, our military
arm has shown no siriking grandour of
proportion : but wo may claim that it bas
dono its work, dono it well, and left us
littlo cause to comiplain, Yo this extent,and
without trenching upon technical military
prablems, and conditious changed by time
and by modified customs of men and of na.
tions, wo may fairly grant that Enghshmen,
of a geninl turo, need not fear to comparc
their Jittle army with big ones.”

Dominion Artillery Associntion.

TUE ANNUAL MERTING, REPORTS, 40.

A meeting of the members of the Domin.
ion ArtilleryAssaciation was held on the 22nd
in Committee Room No. 6, Housa of Com.
wons, Major General Selby Smyth in the
chair. There wero also preseat, Lt Col T B
Straugo, Inspector of Artillery; Lt Col T' D
Irwin, Inspector of Artillery; Lt Col Maun.
sell, D AG; Lt Col Worsley, DA G; 14
CalRoss, GG FG; LtCol Wily, Lt Cof
Macpheraon, Major Montezambert, C A ; Lt
Col Littloton, Capt Selby Smyth, A D C;
Major McKenazie, Lt J Cotton, C A . Lieut
Witson, C A ; Cspt White, C A ; Lieut Bi)-
lings, O FB; Capt Patrick, OBG A; Lt
Col Ford Jones. Ensign Toller, GGFG; Ly
Col Kirkpatrick, M P. 47ith Batt; Lt Col
Stevenson, Montreal Field Battery ; Major
the Hon /I Aylmer, It Col Panet, bcpu!y
Minister of Militin ; Capt 1L Smith;, 47th
Batt , Lt Col Egleson, Capt Wickstead, G G
F G; Major Moore, 13th Batt.

The first business was the passing of
the following rules, which were proposed
by Lieut. Col. Strange, seconded by Lt (ol
Irwin.

1. That the Association be called the Do
minion’of Canada Artillery Association, and
have for its object the development of gun-
very skill, and thedissemination of artillery
knowledge throughout tbe Dominion of
Cannda,

2. That the annual subseriplion {or indi
dunl members bo §2, which will give the
right of voting at any regularly organized
meotiug, other than a meeting of Council.
A donation of §20 in cash, at any time. orof
a prize of not less than $40, to be competed
for at a general prizo meeting, shall en
{’iue tho donor to be elected = life menm-

er.

3. That any Canadian artillery corps sub
scribing not iess than $10 per Field, and §3
per garrison battery, may become aflilisted
to this association, the nuwber of member
ship being onoe for every dollar so subscrit-
ed. With regard to the amount subscribed
by batteries, it is to be understood that tke
prizes swarded by the cssociation, will ss
far as practicablo, be proportioned to each
battery relatively to thio amouatl of ther
'subscriptions. In no case, however, will 2
groater number than one battery be allos
ed 10 compe!o, than the authorized number
of marksmien from that battery, aslai
down in rules for competitive practice. If
possible, a competition for officers ~lano wil
bo established, for tho best scores madeby
officers, firing with the same natureof goz.
and under similar conditions.

4. Tho affsirs of tho association 1o v
managed by a Council, to consist of cxefi
members and such others as may be clecid
at a general meeting, Inspectors and As
Inspectors of artillery, theDept. Adjt, Ge
erals of Districts nnd Brigado ajors, Fid
Ofticers, the Commandants of Artidey
Corps, tho Dircctor of Stores, the Comit
Mil. College, o bo er officio mombersd

Council, tive to form a quorum.



