Jaxvary 12, 1875.] THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW® 2
e . - p— - -
:ll\gtured as rapidly as the monetary condi- [ servation—appropriations not sufficient to Fighting Fish.

0 of the country will permit. The experi-
;ggge of the past is the surest and safest
i i i

future, n making preparation for the
) lfn;lncrease in the annual appropriation for
ming and equipping the whole body of the
militia ig agan brought to the attention of
tK“BFGSB,.with the hope of some legislation
b.el".eon- Not only should the appropriation
eve. Bely increased to meet the wants of our
ac:."'sl'ovnng population, but some legislative

o u0n should be taken to relieve many of the

¢ =88 and Territories from charges for arms
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- Armg
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which to them during the rebellion, and

should mot in fairness have been so
refe 500+ . This subject has been go often
1"91?1‘0(_1 to in previous reports, and so

8ely dwelt upon, that a more extended

Telerence to it at this time is deemed un-
ecﬂlary.

toln October, 1873, consideration was given

the necessity of changes that should be
® in the horse equipments, accoutre-
Ments, tools, and materials for cavalry ser-
":‘ 1n the fisld, and the determination of a
Udard table of supply. A board of
Savalry officers was appointed, to give the
°p:thent the benefit of its knov:ilegge
Xperience. Its report is appended to

that of the Chief of Ordg‘;nce.
will ® recommendations, when executed,
undoubtedly add greatly to the efficien-
. Of the cavalry service, and every detail
. carried out as fast as funds will per:
Jit,and with due regard to the utilization of

© stock on hand.

tor Or several years past [ have directed at-
of!mon to the large number of arsenals east
th ® Mississippi River scattered through
t 9 country, the consequent lack of concen*
Ttion of work in the interest of economy
Perfection of product,and the undoubt-
" na Necansity of dispesing of several of these
arional establishments, and the building
bg of a grand arsenal on the Atlantic sea’
M{‘.’d In order to facilitate intelligent
1on on the subjact, by the collection of
Decassary data for the information of the
*tment and of Congress, a board of
8nce officers was appointed some
ths since, to make a comprehensive
aly, OXbaustive study of the subject, and
s 2 of the question of & proper location for
g"’"der depot and of an experimental
apond for the testing of heavy ordnance.
iny T 8everal months of patient and careful
,,hi‘c*;lllgation the board has made its report,
Teco 18 herewith transmitted. It strongly
Mmends the retention of the Springfield
o.“b'fy and the Frankford Arsenal, and the
cinit lishmant of a grand arsenal in the vi‘
'Y of New York City for manufacturing
Argeo o8 ; retaining aiso the Indianapolis
®nal,Indiana ; Kennebec Arsenal,Maine;

Moy

F
°:§"68l Monroe Arsenal, Virginia, and Au-
ang :Argenal, Georgia, as places for storage
Alle ﬁpau-. It recommends the sale of the
a é l?ny, Columbus, Detroit, Pikesville,
o oliet, Watertown, and Washington Ar-
e “8. the sales to be made as rapidly as
dt:manou may permit, the proceeds to
the cvoted to the purchase of a site and
ons, otion of buildings for the grand
Bn?l‘l" I heartily concur in these recom:
; Bdations and invoke favorable considera
detli‘ o0 the part of Congress. Some such
" ea:lil_t,e policy must be inaugurated and
de ily pursaed, 'hat such establishments
Band the fostering care of the country
of v for no argument, and that the number
the ur arsenals must be reduced seems to be
® conclusion reached by Congress in the
% t.wq years, judging from the very small
“PPropriations made for their care and pre*

keep the buildings from running te deecay.
These seemingly large . raductions by sale
will, when accomplished, leave thirteen
arsenals and the armory ; a number amply
sufficient, when liberally sustained, to
meet all the demands of the nation, and all
this can be effected from the sales of
arsenals, and without the expenditure of a
single dollar out of the natienal Treasury,

The establishment of a powder-depot and
an experimental groumd for heavy camnon
are also discussed by the board, and its re-
commendations are approved. An estimate
for these very important and desirable ob -
jects has been made, which it is earnestly
urged that Congress take favorable action
upon. The great gun problem cannot be
solved without continued experiments, con-
siderable expenditure, and all the facilities
of a well appointed experimental and prov-
ing ground. The improvements in modern
gunnery are as much the result of the hour-
ly demonstrations on fhe experimental
ground as in the success of mechanical mani
pulation and skill in the workshop, and cer-
tainly no exercise of theoretical knowledge
and research will avail without the tests of
experimental proof,
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We have to thank Captain B. BUrGEsS,
Secretary andCurator of * The Royal United
Service Institution,”’ for copies of the Bye.’
Laws, a description of the Institution and
forms of application for membership, which
wa shall be happy to place at the disposal of
any officer of the Canadian Army who would
wish to avail himself of the advantages it
affords,for the scientificand literary iilustra-
tion of the “Art of War.”” As we have re-
peatedly brought the valuable aid to mili~
tary knowledge which this Inatitution affords
before the officers of our military force, we
now publish for their information the * De-
sign and authorized description,’” for the
purpose of exhibiting its constitution and
the objects for which it was ,organised,in the
hope that they will take advantage of such
valuable aid to obtain a true notion of mili«
tary science,

Musio,—No. 1 of The Chorister containing
the Anthem —*¢ The earth is the Lord’'s and
the fullness thereof,’’—is just to hand. Z%e
Chorister is neatly got up and the very thing
for the church ckoir, the home circle and
the social gathering. We wish the publisher,
Mr. Ashdown of Amherstburg, Essex
County, Ont., every success. Send in your
subscriptions to him, only 56c. a year and
postage free to clubs of four or more,

Taec SupPLY AND DENAND FOR LuMBER.—The
Portland Press says that within ten vyeara
not iess than 12,000,000 a-res of forest have
been cut down or buined over in this coun-
try. Muchef this timber is used for fuel,
twenty-five cities being on record as con-
suming from 5,000 to to 10,000 each. Fences
used up much timber, and railroad ties re:
quire the product of 150.000 acres a year.,
I'ne amount of pine and hemlock timber
yet standing in the forests of the timber
States is estimated st 225,000.000,000 feet.
The sum of $44,000,000 is invested in this
industry, affording employment to 200,000
men,

The Daily News says :—‘ We are threat:
ened with the introduction of a new ¢sport’
into this country. Our versatile neighbors
across the Channel have lately introdued a
new kind of sport—a fight between fishes.
Mr. Carbonnier, who has been successful in
introducing several varieties of tropical fish
from the waters of China and India—such as
the climbing perch, the goverami, the para:
dise fish, the rainbow fish,and the telescape
fish—has lately added to his collection some
examples of a piscine curiosity known as the
‘fighting fish.” It appears to be a favorite
amusement among the natives of Java and
other East Indian islands to arrange tourna-
ments between these creatures, and they
watch their combats with an eagerness that
would do credit to a confirmed bookmaker
on the turf. Bets pass as freely on the re-
sulis of the struggle as on any of our great
sporting events, and the establishment of a
Tattersail's rooms among the dusky Malays
offers a promising spaculation to any enter-
prising individual. The selected champions
are put in separate glass vessels, which are
placed near each other, and the ¢ first scene’
comprises their ineffectual attempts to pen-
etrate the intervening glass, In due time
the fishes become greatly excited and con-
tinually change oolor till at last they are al.
most black, their gill coversopen outin a
sort of Elizabethan frill or collarette on each
side of their head, the tail and fins become
phosphorescent in appearance, and beauti-
ful colors of every hue intermittently tinge
their scales. Still they cannot reach each
other, and their anger is roused to its high-
est pitoh; till at last combatant No, 1 is
summarily transferred into the vessel oon-
taining ¢ombatant No. 2, and the real busi¢
neas begins, Rapid strokes of the tail and
quick vibrations of the fins follow, till one
or the other, vanquished, seeks safety in
flight,and eventually jumps from the water,
leaving his antagonist masier of the field.”

The following is an analysis of a oonfiden:
tial circular from the Russian Goveranment,
dated the 26th of September, relative to the
Brussels Conference, which was delivered to
foreign Governments last month ;— *

‘“The Russian Cabinet, being interrogat*
ed from various quarters as to its future
course, replied that the Bruasels Conference
was an ingury, and that its protecols reprof
duced the harmonising or opposinf opinions
of the Governments represented. The final
protocols reserved the examination of the
questions discussed for the various Govern-
ments. Consequently, these Governments,
having received the protoools, will consider
the decisions to be arrived at. St, Peters*
burg nppears to be a suitable place-for re
ceiviag the various conciusions,observations,
and proposals on the ‘subject. Thereupon
Itussia would state whether it would be de*
sirable to embody the points agreed upon-
in a document intended as an exchange of
declarations, or to bring forward & fresh
scheme, or, lastly, to propose a new meet’
ing of delegates for a final convention. For*
eign Governwents are requested to seand
their observations, proposals, and conclus-
ions to St. Petersburg 2s soon as possible.’
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The Judge who santenced Count Von Ar-
nim has been called upon to explain how it
happened that the sentence on that noble-
man was published in Vienna several hours

before it was pronounced in Berlin,

.



