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representative of the Aative Militin Force,
Lt..Colonel E. Beer, und not ouly has the
Provincinl Competition been conducted in
the most satisfuctory mnanner, but the Rifle
Association gonerally, including its bran.
ches,—County Rifla Associations,——apponrs
to bein a very flourishing condition ; in-
creased interest tnken in the matches, and
local aid more liborally grauted. ‘The only
drawback to the success of this yea's Pro
vincial Matoh was a sad accident that oc
curred at Sussex, & markor in the butt hay-
ing been soveroly wounded in tbe neck by
s bullet. [am gind to say the tullet has
since been extracted and the man is steadi-
ly recovering,

This the firat ncct lent thay has accurred
at-our Rifle Matehes. and I consider this
wns caused partly:- by o slight defect in the
construotion of the hutt, and partly by the
man not sitting in the propor position of
marker in the butt,through his zeal to mark
corfectly.

It has shewa that overy precaution should
be taken at targat practice, to secure tho
safety of the markers as well as those cn
gaged in the practice,

In arranging for future Mntches I hope
that steps may be taken lo ensure the
attondance of a lurger number of competi
tors than heretofore, as compartively fow
“2nd Claes shots” think it worth theur
while competing. It is almost desirable
that the Government grant to County
Rifle Associations be issued annunlly at o
sufficiently early day to ai’ow their Matches
belng held preparetory to the Provincial
Match,

The following Associntions beld competi-
tions'this year: *
1, New Brunswick Artillery Association -
formed 1872,
- 2, New Brunswick Provisional Rifle As-
socixtion. .
3. Charlotte County Rifla Association.
4. St. John

-

5. Carleton | '
6. King's.County M
'I. York

8. Northumberland "

9, 62nd Battalion Rifle Clu
10. Xing’s County
11. T1st Battalion
12. N, B. Engineers

"
R3]
"

New Brunswick Ariillery Association.

With respeci to the formation of the ¢* New
Brunswick Artillery Association,” Liecut.*
ColonelJago states,that “*on the Sth March,
1873, he forwarded a lotter to me’ (men-*
tioned in my last Roport), which I tran-
smitted to head quarters, * informing me of
the formation of this Association, and ape
plying for & grant of ammumtion and
money for the same, he also reported the
formation to tha two Dominion Inspectors
of Artillery, who wore good enough to ac
copt the position of Vice'Presidents of the
Association.

“ Being President himself, he feels difi*
dent in speaking of 1its-efliciency, but he
cannot help regietting, at finding from my
letiers that the Government cannot aid it
either in ammunition or money, and Col.
Jago trusts,”” in which 1 join most earnestly,
“that another year a grant muy-be given
itin both, that will ensble it to do good
work among the Artillerymen in this Pro
¥ince,”

In hig report (B) heroto appended, Lieat,
Colonel Jago offered some suggeéstions as to
the desirableness of serving out the Galling
gun to Field Batteries, in the proportion of

two to n Bsttery, ail of which I beg to sub:

mit for favorablo considerntion.
TargrT PRACTICE.

In snbmitting the aocompanyihg Roturn
showing * [Figure of derit” and numes of
Lest shots or corps in my District, so far ag
the Annual Drill has as yet been completed,
[ must oxpress regret that the Battalion
und Compwny. money prizes have not been
granted this year; the amnunts though
small, §10 and 85, respectively, hid been
granted two yoars in succession, except in
tho cuse of tho Artillery, who received
money prizes for shot and sheil practice for
mony yonra past, and, the -prizes were
closely contested, and when won were

much valued, accompanied us th y wero !

with badges.

Lieut *‘Colonel Jago, speaking on this sub:
ject, states, ‘*that the loss of tho small
nonuai prize for the best shdt in each But
tery, this year, hus been a great disappoint-
meot to botb vilicers and wen.”

Kreiesrern  Driet.,

Competitions tn company drill have been
held during the past year—in the 62ud
Rattalion, for the first time systemitically
carried out in this district. I'his to my
mind, is anotber impottent step w theright
ulrecuton, t the cotnpetittva dettd ve earried
out in the samo goud spunt that pervaued
in tho 62nd Batwdion, 1t must be produc:
tive of the best results, as, Lesides taking
into .consideration the mtelligenca and
sbility of the officers and non-comumissioned
officers, the umpire gives credit for steadi
ness in the ranks, and general efliciency on
the part of the men,

Scnoor or MiLiTary INstrUcTION.

The attendanco at the Military School at
Iredericton duting the past half-year hsas
been very good, sixty two cadates having
obtained ¢ znd class certificates, .

Having recently bad occasion to submit
this snvject for yonr consideration, I need
but repeat that which I stated in my letter
of the [6th September last, viz, *‘that,
although I lve done all n my power to
ensure u large attendnnce of oflicers of the
sctive militia at the Military School under
oy command, but a small proportion of
them have joined, as they preler to pass an
examination before a Board of Examiners
(vide my report for 1872),which examination
must necessarily be unsatisfactory., More-
over, however, careful the Board of Oflicers
for Examtnation of Candidates for admission
iy be in terting the competence of such
caudidates for-the position of commissioned
officers of* the militia, it has been too fre-
quently found that m:ny cadets jnin the
school and receive gratuity, whose sarvices
are not subsequently availiablo either as
officers or non-commissioned officers of the
active force, although I am of opinion that
as large, il not a larger, proportion of past
cadets of the Fredericton School are useful
membors of the force, as in any Mlilitary
School in tho Dominion.

In view of the sbove statement, Irespect
fully suggested that the rules for the Board
of Examners for adimission be amended ;
that the new rules be more stringent, that
nono but officers of the aclive militia, an.l
such candidates a8 my be specially recom-
mended Ly officers commanding corps—
mtellizent young men, whomay be required
to replace officers of the forco on their ro
{icing—be admitted. .

Lieut. Colorel Otty, B, M., has discherged
tho duties of Adjutant for two years in
succession ; Captain McKinzio those of 1st

Instructor ; and Lioutonant ITowe, 71st Bat.

Pty —

talion, a pussed cadet of tho previous year,
acted last yeav as 2nd Instructor. I take
this opportunity to offer my best thanks to
theso olticors for their efticient services-

D, 1y Comvon EonooLs.

It is needless for mo to adduce argument
in_support of tho question of extending
drill to tho common schools of the country,
It is one which has frequently heen brought
forward, and is deserving of the most seri-
ous consideration, more particularly at the
present time when much thought is given to
the intellectual and phyaical training of the
young, when tho thing to bo desired is to
rcrsnrve the * sound wind in the sound
wody,'! and not to develope the intellect at
the exponco of the body.

It is true that drill associations have been
formed in connection with the colleges and
schools, but something move, I think, is ro.
4uited to give genoral effect to that plan,
and [ respectfully suggested that'a Joing
arrangement bemade between the Dominiow
and Provincial Governments, the better to
carry it out. That liconsed school of military
iostruction, und on obtaining the necessary
certiticates of fitness, and on carrying out to
thoe satisfaction of the Deputy Adjutant
Generul, a prescribed course of drill in each
schodl, that a smail Government grant be
made the schoolmaster.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obediont Servant,
Gro. J. Maoysetr, Lt.-Col,,
i Deputy Adjutant General,
Commanding Military District No. 8¢
(To be Continued )

NIAGARA CAMP.

Ni1agara, June 22,

It is now two years since the volunteers
went under canvas by orders from the Mili-
tia Department. the various corps having
last year perfermed their annual drill at
their respective headquarters,an innovation
which was introduced partly to satisfy the
cry of alGrit Opposition for economy, and
partily as an experiment. It has yet to he
seen how tho result has affected the drill
and discipline of the force, but it is not to
earlv to say that the opinion of Canadian
military men is gonerally in favour of the
troops going into camp for their annual in-.
struction,

In 1872 the force assembled on the com-~
mon at Niagara was much larger than that
which is to muster to-morrow,being numer-
ous cnough to form three brigades. Tha
chief command devolved upou ILisut.Cal,
Duarie, Deputy Adjutant-General of No,
4 District, and tho several brigades were
under the direction of Lieut.-Colonel Gil-
mor, of the Queen’s Own_Rifles, Lisut.-Col
Pollard, 31st Battalion. Ca that oocasion
the troops wera on service for sixteen days,
being fourteen clear days, or rather nights,
under canvas, This year the whole number
will probably not exceed 2,50 men,and it is
called out for only twelve days, which, de-
dacting two days tor the double journey to
camp und homs again, leaves only ten days
for instruction in drill. Seeing that it takes
at the vory least n week to settle into dis-
ciplined habits, and for imperfactly traindd
men {0 be qualified to fall into the ranks,
this will allow- just three days for battalion

and brigade mancsuvres,and our volunt-ers



