Juxe 17, 1873.]

of a Military Schoo! organization based on
tho formation of cach School inton tactienl
Brigado of the threo arms for many reasons,

In tuno of war corps are grouped into t:to.
tical Brigades of the three nrms for pute.
poses of Military cohesion ann combinttion
during oporations iu the field,

In timo of perce corps nro nlso grouped
into brigades, concentratad ns much ng pos
sible in Divisions and large bodies, for pur-
poses of Military duty, mstruction and' nd-
ministration,

It follows, therofore, that n military
School organized on the basis and princi.
ples of a tactieal brigado of the threo nrms.is
the proper lkind of school for acquiring o
practical as well as a theoretical knowledgo
of tho application ot Militury science.

At these brigade schools & limited num-
ber of oflicers, non commissioned officers
and men belongmng to Cavalry, Artillery,
and Infantry Corps of tho Active Militin
could be thoroughly instructed in thoir du-~
ties, and in duo time n very large number
passed in rotation through the Brigade
schools,

Officers would have an opportunity of ac-
quiring a knowledgo of the Regimontal ex
crcises appertaining to the three arms HE
matter of great importancoe. Each Bricade
School would become an excellent Staff Col.
lege in addition, ndd'servo as a model bric
gude for all corgs of Active Militia in tho
Province, .

Should this system bo adapted I would
recommend that all staft officers in future
should be appointed from such officers ns
have passed satisfactorily thiough tho Bri*
gade School, obtained certificates of qualili-
cition in Cavalry, Artillery, and Infantry
exercises, and who have acquired a proper
knowledge of the duties of Staff Oflicers ;
by which means the country would obtain
tho »ervices of officers qualitied to discharge
cfficiently tho military and admintstrative
duties of the higher commands, i1 addition
to securing a satisfactory system of regi
mental instruction for others. ’

If the present sums votéed annually by
Parliament under different heads for pur-
poses of Military School instruction were
smualgamated into one ‘fund and an addi-
tional suin granted to raise the total amount
10 $250,000 I believe a very satisfaclory sys
tem of real Military schools, adequate to‘the
present wants of .the Militia, and the coun-
try could beestablished, but.of course the
successful working of such Schools would
depend mainly upon the qualifications and
ability for the ofticers sclected for Instruc-
tors. .

Muarary Stones, CLOTING, AND Equtr-
' MENT.

Reference to ihe Report of Licut.Colo:
nel Wiley, Diréctor of ‘Stores, which is pub.
lished in the Appendix, shows the condition
of the country, in respect of Military Cloth”
ing, Arms. Ammunition, Camp Equipage,
and Military stores gencrally,

The receipts and issueg of clothing, arms,
ammuniticn, and’ Military Stores during the
past year, are shown.in Colonel Wiley’s” Re-
port, und much valuable Information on
otber matters connectled with his duty is
contained in this officer’s report.

Lieut. Colonel Wiley is also charged witli
the caro of Militia propertids, he is an officer
attsched to the staff-of tha Militin. Depart.
ment, directly.responsible to the Minister of
Militia, and not under Iny command,

Hitherto the sapplies of uniform,clothing,
military equipment, small arms, small arin
ammunition, rifled field guns, ammunition
for Field and Garrison artillery, &e. &e. and
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military stores gonerally hive heen
od almost entirely from’ the Imperial Gov-
lv'rm]nont or from private contractors in Eng.
and,

It appears to mo that the timo has now ar-
rived ‘when an alteration in this system
night bo adoptel, to « very great oxtent,
with advantage,

The desitabnlity of expendding in  the
country, ag fir ag possivle, the muney vored
for the nnunal supply of these stores 13 ob-
yvious, but 1 \roulg espocialy call attention
on military grounds to the necessity for
commencing the manufucture of small armns
ammunition, nnd such other warlike stores
as aro annually required for practice, and
for the maintenarce of a suflicient roserve.

As rogards gunpowder, an arlicle of tho
first military importance, and which could
not be obtained in time from England,
should asudden em Tgeney arise, Lieut,Col.
Fronch, Inspactor of Artillery and Warliko
Stores, (formerly inspectorof Warlike stores
for the Imperinl Government at Quebec,and
consequently a competent nuthori ty) has re.
ported to moon the subject as-follows :

" Having referenco to tho ammunition
required for gun practice for the current
year I have the honor to point out that for
various reasons it would bo desirablo to as.
certuin if the powder could not be manufac
tured itk this country,

“In December,” 1871, I inspected the
powder mills near Hamilton, and I feel satis
lied from that inspection, as well as from
cohversation with the Maniger,and Foreman,
that a suittble powder for heavy zuns could
be obtained at those mills.

*“The finer brand of powder known as
{ Dommion Rifle™ 1s an excellent powder, I
have used it n great deal myself, but the
fact thatit is uwsed in n great mesure by
snmil boro riflemen is a suflicient proof 1ts
excellence,

* 1t is, I suppose, needless for me to men-
tion the advisability ofencouraging the min-
ufacture of gunpowder in the country ; at
the same tima it will bo necessary, 1f Gove
eroment should contract with manuficturers
for this article, to look clogely after its man-
ufncture, in order that thy combitions may
be as similaras possible to the mantfactuie
of the powuer at presont in store,

* I bave received from the Sapetinteml

ent of the Government Powder Factory, ut
Waltham Abbey, Englund, specific itivus for
the supply of powder by contract & &e., I
shall be happy to submit the necess wy eon-
ditions if required,
« _And with regard to the general question
of the manufacture and repair ot wihike
stores in the country, that offi ser reports o
meo as follows:

¢ 1 have the honor again to bring to your
notico the advisability of commencing, even
on tho smallest possible scale, the m mufac
ture and repair of those warlike stores most
necded for tho defence of tho country.

“ I would in conclusion, subinit that the
establishment of an arsenal on a small seale
may Ue pressed on the attention of the tioy -
oriiment.

* With regard to the sugzestion of the
Inspector of Artillery and Warhike Ste-es, 1
concur entirely in the views snbmitted by
thatoflicer. . .

Referenco to tho Militin Estimates wall
show that a very considerable sum is voted |
aonually formilitary stores&e., for instance
in tho.Financial Estimates for the year end-
ing 30th June, I872, the following sums

were voted, viz:—
Ammunition........... o el 2139109 00
Clothing .......... © veeeonees 130,000 00

279
obtain’| Mlﬂt_:;;;' stores (including ator.
ago however) ....... ... 85633 i

Ordnance Stores and Equipment

for Field and Garrison Bat-

1 teries.......iivl ...,
Fovimproved Fiwroarms .. .

33,606 0D
142,055 0
£530,453 00

Although tlLis amount exceeds the aver
nge expondituro, it is evident that a very
largoe sum of money has hithorto, (and I be-
lieve un *voidably) boen expended out of the
Ceuntry, the greater portion of which nnght
now, on military and othor grounds, be cx-
pended with advantage in the Counury,

ANNUAL DRILL AXD INSPEOTION OF TiK ACTIVY,
MILITIA BY DISTRIOIS,

"Tho unnual Drill of the various corps of
the Active Militin was, with fow excéptions
carried out 1n accordaneo with the detniled
instructions contnined in tho General O
ders of 31st Mny, 1872, a copy'ot-which will
be found in theappondix. -

‘T'ho dates on which tlie Corps wero agsem-
bled hiving been proviously arrengad to
suit tho convenience of tho majority of the
men who are, for the most part, engaged in
agriculteeal pursuits. .

Miurary Districr No. 1.

The Militia in this District are under the
comm-nd of Lieut.Col. L'aylor, Deputy Ad-

Jutant General, who reports as lollows on the

state of his command :

flead Quarlers, London, Oat,
14th November, 1872,

S—I have the honor to inform you that
the quotaof Active Militia vequired to be
furnished from the district undey my. com.
mand i3 5,617. '

‘The total strength of the force whon mus*
tered at tho time of the Annual drill for
187273, was 4,303.

‘There are 1214 officers and men wanting
to complete.

‘The annual drill was performed in accord:
ance with General Orders of 3ist of May,
1872, in obedienca to which tho whole activo
force in the District (with tho exeeplion of
the Garrison Batteries, the Lucin company
of infantry,and fournew corps not cquipped),
were assembled, on the 1Sth of dJune, in a
(lliv]ilsmnal camp at Windsor for sikteen days
deill,

Immediately after arrival in camp, & medi-
cal inspection was made by-the surgeons of
their respective corps, and seven men who
were found unfit for setyice were sent home.
forty two others were subseqitently sent
home on-account of sickness, the particalars
of which wiil be found in: the feport of Sur-
geon V. A, Brown, principal medizal officer
n camp, which I now have tho honorto en-
close; . '

“he force in camp was diyided jnto two
bigades, which were under the command of
Lieut.Colone} Riclinrdson, 2nd Rifles, and
Lieut. Colonel Ross, 33rd- Battalion as Bri-
gudiers, who fully jusfified’ tho confidence
placed in their ability- for théso positions.
the Brigade of nrtillery was under command
of Lieut.! "olonel Shanly, a most eflicient, of-
ficer, and the cavalry under Lieut.Colonel
Coule, by whose able éxertions the troops of
cavalry in this district wero now for ti
first ime drilled together as a regiment.

Drill for the first week in camp was con
fined to comipany skirmishing, aud batta-
lion drill ; and the second week, there sras
a brigade or divisional drilt oncon day; and
amarked improvement was very evident to



