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' [Arnin 17, 1871

CORRLSPONDENCE. !

[Zhe Fttor does not hold himself responsihl  for
individual expressions of opinion tn comuittie.
cations uidressed (o theN OLUNTREE RLVILW, ]

To the Editur of the VorustiLn Ruvnw .

Sir,—The Adjutant General s Repav uth
tho recommeandations respecting the Mihitt
contained therein affords me sincere plea
sure. It must Lo evident to every member |
of the Voluntocr force that ha hus cndea |
vored to promote the best mterests theteol,
as well as to secure £+ ¢ plav forall 1anks,

Having served fu mny years unler the |
late Duko of Wellington and seveial o the
old Peniusula officers, my experience pnuves 1
that any officer who diischnrges his duty to
tho country and those who served under l
him abways came out with distinction, bLe-
enuso his precepts and example fuspirved
sentiments of honor and enforced discipline ]
on all under his iinmediate control.

Tho report shows distinctly that it rests ‘
with tho representatives of the puople to
make the Canadian nulitia, as a mihtary
force, cqual to any other in tho world. 1
look upon the recommendation for aiding
tho Volunteer force by enforcmg the ballot |
in the rural districts as of great mportanco.
At presont, a8 pointed. out in the report,
military duty presses very uncqually on the
population and has all but exbausted the
Volunteor element in the agricultural dis.
tricts.

The remarks on the Five Forks activu in
1864, by o cavalryman of the United States
army, in your issuo of the luth nst., on the
comparative merits of young and old officers
and soldiers affords much food {or reflection
and an example which shoulld not be lost
sight of.

Your.obedient servant,
AN oLp CaMprawGNeR OF THE AcTIVE Foru g,

Burritt's Rapids, 11th April, 1871,

#QUR MILITARY FUTURE."

o the Editor of the VoLuxtezsr REVIUW.

Siz,—The approaching removal of tho
last of the Imperial troops from Canada
seoms to oxcito a good deal of anxiety in
the public mind as to tho future, and our
Government would appear to bo inclined to
experiment in tho direction of a standing
army by their enlisting 20) men for service
as artillerymen.

There can be no doubt that, leaving the
possibility of foreign war out of the question,
every country absolutely requires a certiin
number of traops to ensura the safety and
maintenance of the cwvil power; a number
proportioned of course to the population of
the country and tho character of its people.
Taking our circumstances to be the same as
those of tho United States, (than whom
thero does not exist a people mure indis
posed to the mmmmntenance of a standing
army) wo would require—on their basis of
30,000 men—at least 1000 or 590", probably
tho Iatter number in view of the garrisons

which will bo required in the vast territories
lately added tothe Dominion, and wo should
bring ourselves to regard this as being abso.
lutely necessary for tho safoty and prosperi-
ty of tho country.

The question next arises, how bost to got
this forco combiniug economy and eflicicney ?
Getting the men in C.nada is almost out of
the question, a8 ‘good men could not be in-
luced t~ «erve 1or anything like the pay
given the British \vmy, high as thatisin
compatison with that of continental armies.

I would suggest following tho plair so suc-
eoasfuily acdopted by tho late East India
Company, whose army has added so much
lustre to tho Biitish name, but with some
modifications suitable to this country. Raiso
all or noarly all the men in England from

among tho farming population, enlisting

them for five years at tho same rate of pay
as in 1. M. Servico, and giving as an induco-
ment a free grant of land, in any part of tho
Dominion they may choose, on the oxpira-
tion of their service. The regiments to be
officered by Canadians who should be edu-
cated at a Militavy College to be established
for; tho purpose, and subjected to a very
rigil examination so that we should have
‘oﬂicers whom the men would respect, and
'who would be a cred.t to tho country—as a
Legiuning half of the Field Officers might
'bo selected from tho British Army, and we
would then have reliable men to organize
the system.

Thedepots in Lnglind might bo under the
Ichnrgo of Camudian oflicers to bo stationed
(theie in their regular routine, so that tho
l:ncu on landmg in this country would find

themselves under control of the same class
of officers as they had been accustomed to
since their enlistment,

By this means wo would effect a military
! colonization of one of the finest countries in
.the world by the very best class of men to

be had, and at the same time have tho best

and most economical forco weo could get.
Hoping that, should my suggestion meet
with your spproval, you will keep tho mat-
,ter before the eyes of the public.
Iam Sir,
Your obedient servant
¢ Caxapa.™

April Jouth, 1871,

| LVur correspondent has not sent name or
jaddress ; as his sugzestions are worth no
ticing, we havedeparted from tho invariable
rule in thiscase.—Ev. Vor. Rev.]

i Torty pounds each is the price offutred for
,artillery horses in England, and thero are
2000 wanted. These, said Mr. Edward Tater
sall in « lecture, ‘might be procordd, but
thero wonld be much difficulty in getling
the 2000 wanted for the cavalry. About
130000 horses had gone from England to
France during the war.  In the Criméan war
<10 was given, snce then the prive had
come down to £3) for thee vent olds, and
1 £35 for four-year olds  Then the Austrians
,anat Prassians cume wio the wmarket, and in
seven years, from the ports of Hull and Har-
wichalone, 14,000 mires were sent oflt

RATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF
THE MESS,

e

THE PRAOTICE IX TOE RUSSIAN ARMY,®

The pay of tho enlistod men of the Rus.
sian army being very small, the Government
must provide for their support completely,
The highest pay which any enlisted man can
receivo amounts yearly to 68 rubles 70
kopeks (about fifty dollars in gold.) tho rate
of pay of a first saergeant of thn Finland
sharpshooters or the guards. Gonerally firat
ser%oants receive J6 rubles; sergeants, 9
rubles 30 kopeks; corporals, T rubles 80
kopeks ; privates, 5 rubles 25 kopeks (four
dollars gold.) With such a low rate of pay,
it is quite nalural that tho Government
should furnish subsistence for the men inall
raspects sufficient. This is done by 1ssues
in kind, and by the payment of money. The
isgsuo in kind consists of flour and groats
drawn from magazines monthly, it the daily

.rate of 2} pounds of flour and % pound of

groats. Tho pay of the guards and of the
troops of tho line differs. IFor the former
the sum nacessary for the support of a_cor
tain number of men per yoar 1s ascertained,
and the rate thus obtained forms the basis
of the sum paid for one man. Tha troops
of the linorecoive a fixed sum, varying in
amount according to the locality in which
the troops aro stationed.

The wholo empire is divided into threc
districts in regard to the payment of ration
money. The first district comprises the
Government of St. Petersburg, Archangol,
Pskov, Esthonia, Taurin, and Findland ; the
second, all the governments of southern and
western Russing the third, all thoso of

astern Russia,

In the first class each man is allowed 3 1.2
kopeks; in the second, 2 7.9 kopeks; in the
third, 2 1.2 kopel:s; in Poland, 56 kopek
daily; the kopek being three-quarters of u
cent This money is paid to each company
three timos each year, for fcur months in
advance, calculated on the strength of tho
company, and forming the compuny subsis.
tenco fand, This fund is intended to pro-
vide for tho daily support cf the men; in
other words, it is to bo used {or the purchaso
of suflicient ment, butter, oil, or vegetables
for two meals daily. It is found, however,
generally nsuflicient on account of the high
prices of provisions, and other means had to
be thought of to increaseit. The quantity
of flour allowed daily gives three pounds of
bread,, but, as no man can eat this amount,
only enough breadis baked to satisfy the
men. The flour thus saved is partly used
for the preparation of ‘‘quass,” a beverage
which is used during each meal in Russia.
The romainder of the flourissold. But even
this addition to the subsistence fund woulil
hardly suffice, and the menmight often have
but scanty fare, if no other means were
available. The men thomselves contribute
to tho improvement of their mess by the
proceeds of work done for citizens, a por.
tico original with Russia, deeply 100tcd .
her social condition. The country is ve
destitute of laborers, and it is to muet Ui >
want that soldiers receive permission at tue
closeo of the annual oncampments, and, when
circumstances seem to demand it, some:
times during the encampments, to assist
citizens in their work, especially during ha
vesting time. During the four or six weeks
furlough these soldiers earn, as their labor

® S0 fur as this articlo relates to the Russia
ration it §s translated from o work published No-
vember last, at Borlin, entitled : ** Die Hecres-
macht sz&land':,. {hre Neugestaltlung und pol-
tsche Bedeutung' (Russia’s military power its
reorganization and political importance.) To this
isnnnexed some remarks about thennnagement

of our Army m‘tlons.



