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*MISCONCEPTIONS OF CALVINISM.”

Wi ate glad to be able to state that the series of papers
under the above title, which appeared In these ¢olomns s
short time ago (tom the pen of the Rev. James Middle
miss, Elors, are belog reprinted In bock form, and will
shotlly be published by the Presbyterian News Co.,
Toronto. These papers altzacted very matked attention
at the time of (heir sppesrasce fo the Revizw, and In
theit new shape will, we deabt not, be very acceptable to
the Presbyterian public.

i
e aamd

THE SABBATH SCHOOL REGISTERS.

17 is gratifylog to be able to state that the ¢fforts of the
Geoeral Asiembly's Sabbath School Commiitee to provide
suitable registers for recording and tabulating the work
of our Sabbath Schools sre meellng will very geoen!
appréval throoghout the Church. A very large propot.
tion of tbe preibyteries, after careful consideration, have
recornmended the registers for use within their bounds.
We are glad to be sble to state that the Arst editlon of
the registers has been s0ld, and that 1o meet the demand
s second has been sent to press. It §5 well for all intes-
tited in our Sabbath School wotk to bear In mind the
statement ol the Convenet 1 ** This system does not claim
10 be petfect, and suggesticns for lts improvement will be
gladly received by the committee.” The publishers, we
may stale, are prepared to do their part 1o make the
system even more acceplable.  In the meantime, the fol-
lowiog notice of the segisters, In the April Rwerd,
deserves the conuderation of minstess and soperintens
dents ¢

*The Geteral Assembly’s committee, Rev, Dr. Jardine,
Convener, have oﬁltp@m very complete forms fur the
enrolling of scholars {n the Suaday Schools, and for
tabolating the statistics, The class reqister for teachers
is tndispensable 3 price 16 cents.  The whole system s
very complete and easily understood.  They are exceed-
sogly well priated by the Presbyterian News Co., Toronto,
to whoen ministers and supecintendents should apply for
sumples,

RELIGIOUS INSTRUOTION IN OUR
PUBLIC SCHOOL®

N more than one'occanion we have expressed
our opinion that insufficient atlention 1s

paid not only by our own, but by the whole
Protestant Church in Ontario, to the matter of
Christian instruction in public schools, and to the
present unsatisfactory status of the Bible in cur
school system.  In view of recent manifestos on
this subject, and the cxtreme desirability of
reaching a satisfactory solution of cur present
difficulties, we propose to take up and discuss
some of the objections that have been urged
aE,ainst the restoration of the Bible to its old
place ; and to show that Christian instruction
in the Provincial schools 1s not inconsistent
with religious toleration and the voluntary prin-
aple.  We shall examine what we conceive to
be the rights and duties of the majority, and the
afleged practical difficultics—as seen in the dif-
ferences that obtain amongst Christians them-
selves  We shall state what we consider to be
the great difficulty in the way of giving religious
instruction in the schools,and propose a remedy.
Ve shall also maintain that a mistake has been
committed in restricting the usc of the Bible to
theteacher alone, and ﬁncnlly shall endeavor
1o mect the objections that have been mad= to
the use of the Bille by the pupils in the schouls,
We dcsite 10 approach the subject in a petfecily
calm and judicial spirit, and we invite our read-
ers to consider the whole question in all jts ram:

ifications in the same manner.  We disclainy
the outset any political bias or party purpose in
considecing this question, The Rrvikw, we need
hardly say, hasno politlcal alliances, and docs
not fuel calted u[':on to discover every week party
&y mpathics leat the politicians should lose sight
of us. \We have no party (avors to ask, and none
to expect  OQur sole obfect it the welfare of the
youth of the country.

Ang fiest, itis pleaded by some who cherish
the highest regard for the I{ihlc. that ks use in
our national schools is wrong {n principle.  Tuis
alicpud that the communication of Cheistian in
struction, as a coastituent part of the work of
our teachers, is inconsistent with the principle of
religious toieration, and, in pauleular, with the
voluntary primil:Ic. which forbids the giving of
state aid to religton  In reference to this alle.
gauon, it nust be admitied at onee that, if it can
be sustained, it scttles conclusively the wiole
question, and renders all discussion unnecessary
m relation to the pracuicability or the expediency
of instructing the pupils of our national schools
in the facts and  distinctive principles of Cluis.
uamty, For we may assume the existence of a
general agreement that nothing can be allowed
that is inconsistent with the most complete reli-
gious toleration.  And, while there it a dificr-
ence of opinion in relation ta the volumtary
principle, it will be generally conceded by those
who are not voluntanes in theory, that nothing
looking in the ditection of state endowment of
religion can be allowed in this Province. But
the communicarion of Christian instruction in
our schools by teachers who believe, as all our
teachers are suppesed to do, that the Christian
Scriptures are the writings that have been given
to man, with the impress of divine awhority, as
his gutde in the way of righteousness, cannot,
wc are pensuaded, be shown to be inconsistent
with cither of the principles referred to. The
prinaiple of setigtous toleration can be suffici-
ently guarded by the provision that no child
shall receive Christian instruction contraty to
the wish of his parents. And inreference to the
voluntary principle, it sczms to us that two very
different questions ate confounded, when mak.
ing Christian insituction a constituent part of
school work is identified with state endowment
of religion. °This may not be immediately a
parent, but a linle consideration will, we think,
make it sufficiently obvious.

Whether we regard it right or wrong that the
state should attemipt to aid religion, we are
agreed that the Chastian religion docs not need
state help. Itcan very well stand its ground and
make progress even in the face of the opposition
of the civil authoritics; and vety often, to say
the least, their interference, avowedly in the in.
terests of religion, has proved a sctious hind-
rance to its power and its progress.  But we pre-
sume we are equally agreed that the state can-
not dispense with the help of refigion, and that
therc.is nothing to be compared with'the Chyis.
tian religion as a means of good in relation-to
the welfare of a nation. It will be undenstood,
of coursc, that we assume that, if we are not a
nation of Chtistians in the highest sense of the
terin, we are, at least, entitled to be regarded as
a Christian nation, on the ground that the great
body of our people accept the Christian Scrip-
tures as God's revelation of His mind and will
for man's highest good Assuming this, what
is the question we have to deal with?® Not,
surely, *1Is it right or wrong for the State to
give aid to religion ?* but an entirely different
question, namely, *“Is it right or lawful or proper
for the State to employ the Christian religron
for its own benefit »*

In view of the question that is really at issue,
we cannot sympathize with the difficultics of
those who object to Christian instruction in our
schools on the yround of principle. If by the
“state " we understand, as we should do, the
people acting in their ew) capacity, the nght to
employ Christian knowledge as a means to pro-
mote their own well-being as a community cannot
be called in question on any reasonable ground.
And it is this (not, let it be well observed, giving
aid to religion, but getting benefit from it), that is
implicd in the use of the Bible in the national
schools. It is assumed that the people, or, what
comes 10 the same thing, the great body of them,
are persuaded that not only the morai interests
of their children but the well.being of the com.
munity in respect of all its interests, will ke best
secured by the prevalence of a regard for the
teachings of the Book which, they believe, God
has given to be man's guide in the way of
righteousness, which above all clse “exalts a
nation," Must the teacher whom they employ,
not only to inform the minds of their children
but 10 give lessons in conduct, base his moral
lessons on everything except Christian princi-
ples?  Delieving, as they do, that the Christian
religion presents the highest style of monlity,
and places morality on its true foundation, and
that it extibits the highest and most effective
motives to right conduct, is that religion alone
to have no place in the teacher’s endeavours to
instruct their children in their duties to God
and man? Surcly this is asking a great deal
too much on behalf of a few who are opposed to
Chrisuanity, and do not wish their children to
learn its lessons.  ‘I'he usc of the Bible in the
school will place the few at no disadvantage,
cxcept such at Is common to them with all
minonties——the disadvantage, namely, of not
having their own way in oppositlion to the
majonity. ‘They cannot teasonably seek to tule
the majority.  And they do nothing less, when
they insist that those who believe that the inter.
ests-of the community re ruire our children's
daily instruction in the Word of God shall forego
the advantage of its being communicated by a
competent teacher, because one or two are
opposed to the instruction which no one will
compe} them 1o rective, :

THE HOME MISSION OOMMITTEE.

FTMIREE days, from 9 an. tilt 1o pan., wath fne

I tervals for meals, were occupled by this niost
mportant commitice in the transaction of the
Lusiness coming under its supervision and whep
we say hiat the wotk was done thoroughly and
conscientiously we are using no flatlering words,
The Convener has occupled the chalr sg long
that he has the most intimate arquaintance with
the details of the work, and to the advantage
of that tipened experience thereis added a busi.
riess tact and energy which wonld be considerc:d
woude¢rful in any other man, but to which the
Church has been so long accustomed that she
has ceéased to notice it. D Cachrane never
stifles discussion when that is necessary to bring
out all the facts, and he treats the memlxrs of
the Boatd with entibve impattiality, gives his own
viens with {um brevity and concisencss, and
refuses utterly to tolerate any attempt at speech-
making. 'The Secrctary, the Rev. R, War.
den, is the working arm of the Board, and docs
his woth with such accuracy and ability as
mark him as a man well fitted to guide the
financial policy of the committee, and to carey
out the business agreed upon by the Board.

I'he subject of Avgmentation occupicdl a
whole day; anl we are sute those wiro have
objections to that scheme wonld have had their
difficultics removed had they seen the anxious
care displayed in discussing the case of each
congregalion requiring aid, and the unceremoni-
ong tgfection of claitns that appearcd unwar-
rantable.  This much was made evident, that
Augmentation has licen a grand success, first, in
bringing up a large number of congregations to
$750 and a manse without aid from the Come
niittee ; and recond, in leading to an improved
system of financing in some 2ases, and o the
presbyterics taking more thorough oversight of
the congregations under their care; and third, in
cnabling many struggling charges to enjoy the
benefit of a settled pastorate where the cause
was formetly languishing under the system of
occasional supply,

T'rue, the financial report of the state of the
funds was not as encouraging as could have been
desired, but we have no doubt whatever that
when prejudices have been removed and when
results can be more fully tabulated, the whole
Church will rally 10 the support of this most
important scheme,

British Columbia, as may be seen from the
rcports in other columns, received a large share
of attention from the Committee, and we antici-
pate a very rapid advancement of our cause
there, through its action in recommending the
establishment of a presbytery, and the sending
out to that field of four new men.

Manitoba and the North-West, of course,
received very close autention from the Com-
mittee. The work there was well represented
ky the indefatigable Superintendent, . Rev. Jas.

obertson, and by the Rev. C. B, Pitblado, of
Winnipeg. The Church cannot too highly esti-
mate the work accomplished by Mr. Robertson
in the wide field placed under his care, and while
it is impossible that any one in such a position
can fail to meet with opposition and to be
teverely criticised, we are sute the whole Church
honours Mr. Robertson for the work he has
done, and is well acquainted with the self-denial
he has exercised in carrying it on.  Only those
who know what he has endurced for the work's
sake can rightly estimate the debt the Church
owes him.  The lctter which appeared in the
Globe last week, and which was 0 well answered
by Dr. Cochrane, was written doubtless in a
friendly spirit; but we certainly think our
Superintendent might be saved from the blunt
criticisms of anonymous correspondents who
profess to be his friends, and that the Church
courts are the right place for carrying on the
discussion which the expression of such views
provokes.

We hive on our table, amongst others, a num-
ber of letters on Augmen:ation, for and against,
which we regret we are obliged to hold over for
lack of space at present.  As the question is one
on which there appears to be some fecling, in
order to present both sides of the question in
brief space, we have asked one correspondent
who has lately written strongly against the
scheme to prepare a paper on the subject, and
another to set forth his vicws in favour of the
scheme. We have already expressed our own
vicws, and see no reason to change them; but
as we wish the Revizw 1o be the medium for
an interchange of thought on all matters affect-
ing the well being of the Chutch, we shall devote
snme further space to this question. In the
meantime we invite the consideration of our
readers to the following cxtract from a recent
speech of Rev. Dr. Cattell, Secretary of the
American Board of Ministerial Relief, as re-
potted in the St. Louis Erewgelist of the 18th
ult., which has some bearir.g on the question of
Augmentation. :—

“* . Cantell preached upon the tilations of
the ministry to the people and the abligations of
the Chutch for the support of those who * labour
in word and doarine,’ He said the minister of
the gospel 18 tequired by his position to expend
a larger proportion of his income to mect the
demands of the people with whom he labours
than in any other pursuit.  His contributions 10
bienevolent objects and his hospitality must be
exemplary, and his style of living is regu.
lated largely by his congregation. A few in
the large and' wealthy congregations receive
salarics that enable them to nicet these require
ments, but the large majority do so by close
economy and good mahagement,  The minister
cannot ¢ngage in mouney-making enterprises
without losing his influence for good, and hence

he is compeiled * todive of the gospe),’ and when

the infirties of old sz or protracted 1ilness
from over-work come to him, he has no resources
for the means of n lisellhoogl g (ke Board of
Relief.  Je is not Ialaccd In such « ircumstances
by any fault of his own, and <Lould not be
treated as an object of charity,”

- - -

LHOME MISSIONS.
MERTING OF THRE (OMMIITLS,

Tur Home Misdon Committee met in St, Andrew's
chutch, Toromo, March 3ot Rev, I)i. Coachiane, of
Baaniford, convenct, 3nd Rev. N. 0. Warden, of Mon-
tieal, secaetary, Thete were alia presenti—Itev Dir,
Torzance, Guelph i Rev. Dy, Iainﬁ. Dundagy Kev, Iy
Camplell, Renmrew ) Reve, 1) . Maalannel), §, Mel,
Maclead, Alex. Gllray, Totontog F. M Dewey, Rich
wond, Que. 1§, 8, Buinctt, Maintown § ¥\ W, Tanies,
Ottawa 5 1). "Kelloch, Spencervilley M. \Y, Melesn
Bellevitleg J. Cleland, I'est 1lope; . A. Cannichael,
Colambas 5 13, It MeDonallt, Meunt Albaity A, Hadlay,
Baudes B Moalie, Stsyncry lohn Yomerville, Owen
Sound 5 % Straith, Moleean 3 ) "11. Ratehife, 51, Catha.
tiness W, T. McMullen, Woodstoch 1 J. Rennie, Aiba
Cralp 3 W Waller, Chathum 3 Hector Currfe, Thalfurd
R. Mlamilton, Mutherwelly famu ilichard, Aubuen:

olin Ross, Brusselst A, Tolmbe, Southamptony A, I
Mackay, Montreal 5 C, I* Pablado and James Rol«risor,
Winnipeg § Geoo Cutlidestson, Wyoming ; and the fol
lowing eldets , - George DDavid Mackenzie, Sainla ; Thos,
McCrae, Guelph; and William Mitchell, Toronto,

The consener reported thesccedpt of Leg0sterhng irox,
the Trish Veeshigtetlan Chureh, and /£ 200 stesling frore
the Free Church of Seotland,

FOR MISSIOS WORM IN THF NOKTILWEST,

It was alio reported that the Jivinity students of the
United Yresyytertan Chuich of Szatland were collecting
contubutions on behall of the minsion work in Manitoh.,
and a sum of from cleven to twelve hundied pounds ster
ling §s expectedl 10 be recedvedd from then next month,

The ¢hains of the several Piestiyteies of the Chureh
fur seavices rendered In the musfon fields durdng the past
year were considered, and the commiitee ordere) nay
ment of ¢talma to the eatent of $14,000

The fist of misfon fieldsin the Province of Untagic
and Quelec was revived and grants made 10 each for the
year beqinnlog April 1, 1886,

The commiliee, eomistiog of Rev, Dr. Campbell, Ren
frew, and Rev. W, 1F Watden, Monireal, presented a
report conuininf the codlficavon of the regulatlons
eflecting the working of the scheoie lor the

AUGMEINTATION OF MIKICTERS' STIPENDS,

The modt importans of the new teputations 1o be 1eeom
mended 1o the General AssemUly for adoption was one to
the effece that hercalier, in October and March, supple
meots shall be paid up to the extent of $700 per aunum,
and the Lalance of $50 petannum o be pald on the <lowe
of the accounts of the eccleslastical year ending i Aprl),
In so far as the state of Lhe fund will perait.
Rev. Dr. Reld presentet the report as to the

$TLTR OF TIIE FUND

at date. The receipis for home misslons are $15,586,
and for augmentation, $17,163,

Rev, 1), J. Macdonnetl, Convener of the Augmiatation
Subt-Commiilee, reported that an estimate had been made
fndicating that that fund would show a probable deficit of
$5,000 at the clote of the year. The commiltee agreed
to pay stipends {o full up 1o the minimaem of $750 and
manse, and for this purpose proposved to draw upon the
resctve {und to the extent pecessary. The 1lone Minsion
Fand, it is expected, will have a consideralle lus,

The commitice proceeded 1o consider the ¢laims of
Kﬁ\medu for supmented congregatlons during the past

Lyear,
WEDRRSDAY,

The commiltee continuéd in scuslon all day, the fore-
poon and aflteznoon having Leen taken up In the considera.
tion of grants fot the ng ecclesiastical year to aug.
mented congregations. Over $30,000 was apportioned
to supplement wesak congregations In Quebec, Catano,
Manitobe, the North.West Terntories, and Britlsh
Columbia. .

. AL the eveniog sedetunt the commiitee devoted cune
siderable time (o

RRITISN COLUMALA,

At the weeting of Lhe Executive of the Home Misuon
Commitice held in October last, in accordance with
resotutions adopied, the Rev, ). 3, Gordon proceeted 1o
Lieitish Culumbia sod met with the mivlonatics of the
Canadun Churchthete, and also with the brethren belong-
ing 1o the Chureh of Scutland, The report of his mat
and the conclurions actived ot were ladd by the wcavenes
on[;be table,

“or summary of epott see KEVIEW, page |

A minutc was adopted conveying :b'c thanks of tbe
¢ommitlee 1o Rev, L, M. Gordoc, of Winnipeg, fof the
highly satlfactory matiner in which be bad dicharged
the duties of his mission to British Columbia. The recom-
mendatlons of the enmmittec were adopted. The con-
vener was instructed 10 convey the sympathy of the com-
mittee to Rev. J, 3. Mackay, 'of New {\'cumimlct. who
has been m’rellcd by seveze illness to leave his charge ¢
and also the sincere hope that he may soun be restaeeny to
health, and be able to setumn to Lis congregation  The
Exceutive was alto empowered to appoint another suit-
able missionary to flritish Colamiaa dunng the preent
sumroer.

MANITORA,

Dr. Lalog, ftom the sub-committee sppinted un the
{lome Misson Finances of the Synodikat Commiltee of
Manitoba and the North-Wew, pave in a report, showing
& batance agalast the fund at date of $¢59.

TIHURSDAY.

It was azreed that the commiltee™s lialulity for muwnon
woik in the & of Manitols and the North-West Ter
titorict should not excenl $21,000 for the yeu, begianirg
1 Apnl, t836, 1t was funther agreed to make the fraats
asked for the several fields in the respeciive presbyteties
in that synod, the gracts being so moch per Satbaih, the
amount 16 be Jrawn by the Winnipeg Prasbytery, amd not
to exceed $2,500 per annom,  Grants were made as (ol.
lows :—Rock Lake, $2,350: Dianden, $6,7503 Nemina,
$8,400 ; the grant for teavelling or Inadental tlrm«c\
not to cxceed sz.woz:r yeazr; the presbyteries in the
North-West Synod 10 forwand 1o this commitice on forms
provided for the purpose, repotis of servicet rendered,
and moncy paid out for such services in the several fields
within their boundt, The salaries of the ordinary mis.
sionaries 10 be appointed 10 Fort Mcleod and Lethicidge
wetce fixed a1 $1,200 cach, and that of the missiozary a1
iligh River at $1,000,

VATORTARCE OF NOXTN-WPST MISIIONS.

The lollowins reslution was adopted 1—-** That the
time has artived when the administration of important
fields in the North-Weat sh uld kel Lt tato hne, andl
that the prealyterles of the oldet I'vo recoinend
the synod 1o conuder what ownlifications §n the exidting
tegulations are pecessaty and report thiough the Lxecuune
of the General Avsemidy.”

The commitice proccvde | th make

ATTOINTMENTS TO THE MIHION FIEI DS

of the several preshytesies fur the eosning summer, 11 wae
sgreed that the names of the stodents that wete asked for
micion wotk this summer ahould be reported to the Gon
eral Assembly agcligilde for iculeavent, afier the joth
Seplember next.  The following Is a list of appoistments
made Lo 1he several presbyteries of the Charch :

KNOX COLLEGE,

G. T, Illantyoe, Toronta: J. L. Caaiphel
R, Mclntyre, Owen Sound 3 Jehn R, Campbell,Guelph
A. MeD, Haig, R. C. Tibb, Manitoba 3 G. F. Kiancar,

10, ltoes;

Quebte; A. U, Campbell, Chatham; J. Mackay, To-



