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lie travels ta a.nathecr regiOnl ather influences arc
brouglit ta bear and, if lie poàsesseb any individuality,
any origilnal force af eliaracter wvhatever, lie is scarceiY
likely to continue attendatîce upon Ciiurch, aud espec-
ialiy upon a strange Church, nierely in obedience ta a
previousty acquired habit. If lie formn nev Cliturch
connections, lie is inipeiled tiiereto by soute definite
purpose, and if lie possesse any nobility af charaa.tr,
or conîceptionî of Chîristian duty that purpose is the
fuifilment of the responssibilities %which devoive upon
liiin as a Christian man. WVien that ks the cabe the
Churcli lias for hini a defhmte relation ; it lias a dfnt
fleaning. It is flot meraiy a place ta malze pleasant
acquaintances or ta formn Christian friencibhipb. Sutch
may result but they are distinctly secondary. fle dues
notjoin for any such purpase, but in order ta canipkte
the largcr life wvhich lîe believes lies before him.

1t is the oppartunity afforded him for carrying on
that wvarl wvhicli devalves tipan liim as a Christian.
Without its aid he wvauld be a solitary unit, and his
influence ordinarily small. Frrni it lie derives impetuis,
his oîvn religiaus liue is qukened, his povers of doin1g
gaod are strengtiiencd, becauise lie lias behlind ii the
potential farce af the Ciiurch, wvhiciî bath aids and
impeis. It is the meanis that Gad has placed at lus
disposai af carrying on the mission conflded ta ii as
a followver ai Christ. The tie, therefare, that binds
bim ta the Clxnrclî is of the closest character ; lie awes
ta it every sentiment af Christian allegiance.

The young man is the arni oF the Churcl;ii
relation ta it is siniilar ta that %vhich subsists between
the member and the body. Further, his relation i.k
that of a trustee the trust being the mission wvhich
Christ bas canfided unta the Cburch as bis representa-
tive an earth, and whicli must be shared by ail
Christian Churches, ýog-ether %vitlî the lieritage derived
fromn the founders (and builders ai the particulai
Church ivhio gave of their energy and substance tu
surround ;. with thase material accessaries %vhich
should r.îake it an active, living farze. The beneli-
ciaries are the great hasts af other young n-uen, tic~
community at large, that great mass of the" peopie wh
are unreached by any direct religiaus influence, Iii
titis relation he is positively identiied witb tbe Churcit.
a part ai it, aitliber interests are bis interests, every-
thing that concerns ber welfare damands bis attention
and anything %vbich mighlt detract from ber prestige a,~
a centre af uni ted Christian activity shouid caîl for bis
uncampromising opposition.

The Story of a Hymn.

A party af tourits formied a part af a large canupan%
gathcrcd an the dck o ait excurîion steamer tlîat was
maving slawly down the Potanuac ane bciutitl evening in
tbe suitner afi SS i. A gentleman who lias since giined a
national reputatian as an cvangeliit ai sang, had becît
delighiting the party %vith the happy renduring- of miny
fanuliar bynitns, the last being the swect petitian sa dcar tu
every Chiristian, beginning, «"Jesu, laver afi my sou]." 1Thle
singer gave the first tivo verses with niuch feeling, and a
peculiar enîphasis upani tic concluding lines that thrilied
evcry heart. A butsh bad flilen upon the listeîiers that 'vas
flot brokenl for sattie seconds after the musical nlotes had
died away. Then a gentleman made his way troim the Out-
skirts ai the crowd ta the sie ai ilie singer, and accosted
him %vith, "'Beg your pardon, stranger, but %verc yau actively
engiged iii the laie war?" Il V sir, thc iiati answcrcd,
caurteously, «II fou-ht under Gen Grant." Il %cl," the
lirst speaker cantinued, with soniething like a s'gil. I did
in> fighiting on the otlier sie, and thiiîk, indeud, alu <luite
sure, I wis ver>' near %ou ane brigbt night cighiteen years
aga this very mionth. It iras suduh a nigit as titis. If 1 arn
flot vcry niucli inistakeni, you were on guard duty. Wc )f
thc South h-id shiarp business on hand, and you wure one
of the cnenîy. I crept nvar your post ai duty, mny
murderoîts %veajîen iii iny hand. TIhe sb!adaws hid nie. AXs
you pis.sed back and forth you wurc iîutiniing the ttunet of
the lîyniti you bîve jîî'st stung. 1 rai'sed niy guti andi ammcd
rit yciur liîart, and 1 hid hvmeii s.kcted hy trîy conuniii(r
for the vrork bccaiwe 1 v-as a sure shot. Trheii Out upon
the night ràng thec words:

Cave.- My detmnoeiegi becMi
'W lth the b.dow of Tby -Iing.*

Vour prayer %vas tssered. I couldn't lire aiter diat. And
there was nia auack mlade upui )»Our calîip that iliglht. Vou
were the man i wiose lieé 1 %vas spared front takîing. II The
singer graspced the liand oi the Sotitliciier, anîd said %vith
niudh cînotion. -i reintiieir limatinmglit very %veli, and dis-
tinct'éy tlî.î icî.hîmg of dpcîu and loieiness wi'tli "licl
I Wcat funtl tu iil i> duv. I knewC% mn> pobt iras one oi great
danger, «Ind 1Ib niolmue decjtectcd titni 1renieniber to have
licen at an> tilier uieite drîng the w~rvice. I îîaced nîy
lnie>) bLt.a îhiliking ai honte and irictnds and ail that lire
haldb dear. Tlhten Utc timotiglit uit ( od ',care for ail1 that
lie llad treatud ' allu to mle %vith liculiar lowe. Il lit 50
care(l fur the sj lrusiuwv ilunci more lor mnut, created In

11>uwn Aliage, anîd I «santlg the lra)er ai 111)y lwart and I
te.etd tu lbe alunie. Huiw the prayer ivas aniswered I neyer
ktlCa î titi eînig.'&!ctd

Remembe-r Your Own Faults.
lit 'ttit ,tt;cisii of others, let uis remiember ttiat

%t lia% fatitt '%iclLi our fiînds have tu ex. ýc.
Mo Ianlaudil n uuld be luit ofi ns àl ait those îî'io sec
uticiCOfst-tciicie, ini lis huld clip> away trami aut
character Iiiiti reputationi? Il is an invariable rule
that thuse %Nho miake the rouignlesî wvork ivith the
naines ai otîlirs are those iviio have tlîcîiuscivcs thc
iiost iiniperfécliaris. Trie i irger, the beani in your
own eve, thec moxre anxîoîîs are %-Ou about tue mato
Mu somc1body c1secs Icyc. Instend of golig about
toîvn slasliîg tis inan's bad teniper, and the otiier
mian's i Isitv, and titis ivomaîzi's hp.r ,anîd tliat
onc s indiscrctton, go home îvith th el'en oniiaiid-
aients as a mlonitor, anîd inake out a fist of vour owvn
derclictians.

Christmnas Decuratious.
Ebcn E. Rexiord cantributes ait article timpn

Christmas dccurationî.,, mnaiti1lis lapplicd tu cliurches,
in tue Decenîber Ll'îdi.,' HI at Y1ouralil. N-e treats
tiîc subject froru the standpoint of atc: iiavimîg a,
thorougli L-no%I ldge ai the %~alie aîîd aplication ai
tlilicreizit slirtbbet> -iad nuatertal, and a p)ronauniiced
talenit for obtaiizmig hiarrniuts, artistic and .,trik-iu,
results. lI details cump)rclieîîsivell the dfflcrcnt
inaterials tint cati bc lised, and hloi best cîîupfloiccl,
autliing ai nmbcr ai decuratîve schicmse.. Ad.dre.s,-
ing hiinsclf dirctly ta cbutrch dccoration caînittecs,
lie Clîlphlasii.es the impilortanice oi tlioroughly planinig
thc decorative schcine beforc anything is donc about
trimnming the clhurcli. " Unicess titis is donc tiîc
rcsult is almaost suire ta becîstsfcoy bccausc iL
us w itîtt a defiinite plan, and cv-cry-thing ts donc t
a lîapha,.ard wvay. Auysducide tupoii sorte schi'nL(
cil decoratiani tlîat cati bce xîlaiced ta tiuusc %vith
wboînii you %vark, so thait ail ivill have anititelligenît
idea oi it, anud cati 'i nrk toivard thc cmlbodinment
of that idea. ini what is donc. If possible, luave -a,
skectchlimade oi thc etïect %-on havc ni mid, su tint,
a l)etter idea cati bc gatiied of the sclic dcmded
oti tait cati hb giey a verbal decscription. Not
Onk- ducs titis iii.sure tiiore artîsttc: resuts, titan thfe
inetbiod ilsually enifloyed, îviicbi us sîilply. ivîtiiont
nictlod, but àt hîclpt ta ex-,pedite mattcrs.

A pcîpular minister iii Fifeshire, in the gaad aId
tirncs, tised at Chiristmuas to be intindated %vitli h.-mpers
tlied îvitb goad things. On one occasion an enormous
turkey %vas sent ta him by the thoughtinh kindness of a
neighboring farnier;but as the mimiters family had
already provided for tue Christmnas di .ner, the bird %vas
sent ta the markcet and soid. A passer-by, secing titis
fine specimen ofipouiîry. said, "Whllat a splendid turkey!
Just the tbm-.g for the ministers rkmadine. To
the nuinister it ivas again sent, flie pravident u iie
sent it again to the mnarket, and sald it again fur a
hardsome stim. Another friend, simily struck 'vitb
the splendid proportions of the ttnrkcy. pur-:ba«scd it,
and sent it ta tite minister. The good wvamati, nat
wishing tu lly in the face ai Providence, said at iast: "It
il; clzar that the Lard ticans us ta have this turkey,1"
and with the approbation ai the famiiy, it formed part
of the Christmnas dimuner.
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