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ress. egha;lr;ugh many dark days it had shown great signs of pro-
With the Position Do previous time felt more satistied than at present
Dext Year the 1, .Of the Company, and he was confident that during
r. Gilmag usiness would be most successful,
Be re > Whi haSked that the minutes of the last annual meeting should
r. Gilg, Ch was accordingly done. 8
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for mopy ges asked an explanation of the item in the report of $35,000
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Stock ¢, t}::ldcent explained that one of the parties had transferred his
Ponsipq gem]:mp any, and that it had been divided among certain res-
ter some ﬁ:n en who were able to pay their calls.
*. Danig] Mm(ljcr discussion,
Or that the b\i ‘arthy’ of Sorel, asked if there was any truth in the
¢ President Siness of the Company was to be wound up?
Bdon, Oy bsald that he had heard the story from Mr. Taylor, of
h‘ﬂderss that ,,t Ut he was satisfied, after consulting many of the sh:’ue-
T B.J, Co“':f not, by any means, the general wish.
2 one he o & .hn said he hoped that this rumor was not true. He
greay future iurlgmal promoters of the Company, thought there.was ;
™ that iy futjtore forit; that it had passed through its darkest days,
thoger Tonathan Tpen o, be one of great prosperity.

Ought o wi dfl Hodgson said that none of the directors had even
why Such g mn "8 Up the affairs of the ComPany, and he could not see
Bt that ¢ e Cn(’): had been. circulated. He believed with the Presi-
o Wiy, Clend[?any was in as good a position to-day as ever before.

€ Stock to e di ‘nneng considered that it was a power of strength for
LeStion vrgg s b‘“_ded among responsible and wealthy men, and if the

eliance ; R cl:ﬁmm'd to him as a heavy insurer he would x:ather place
B He g c;leﬁxnen that constituted the Board than in one single
the ftock apg di . de?t that the intention of the Board in taking over
ompany b:ft"b“tmg it was simply to strengthen the position of
- Gilmag N lt:re the public.
be PreSidemsr: drw}m the fees of the Board amounted to.
Tesideny’s a]lop,led that the expense of the whole Board, including
bt oW yeay, (Aw ance, have not exceeded $3,000 a year during the

Siness op ¢ e Pplause.) They were endeavoring to conduct the
. ". Gilmag hmost economical principles,

o: Of the B)’-lawesre gave notice of the following motion—¢* That Article
tors,? in tl: shall be. changed by striking out the words ¢ Board

<€ the Words, ¢ ;}:enth line of said erticle, and substituting in their
e last I;ara areholders represented as present at such meetings,’
.“bg? S’ in the g, graph of said article to strike out all the words after
Q ‘}t“ted’ <Al st lmg of the last paragraph, and the following words
ectxoh.s ” the directors shall retire, but shall be eligible for re-

hag . FFesident, ; .
h:?h n ramert:ndrepl).r to previous remarks, said that the Company
Pos; ' belieyeq tho est in bringing their business before the country
;"9’1- ere at as an Insurance Company it stood in no meazi
the L, from u:v ex;: only three other Canadian stock companies, 2as
the : e anmum:eof lue Book, which had g surplus. ‘The one with
S assets kad only $1.71 to each $1 of its liability ;
a4 $3.02 1o 1.50, while the Royal Canadian with its smaller
Per Clally stron r ?ach $1. (Hear, hear) The Company was thus
;;‘1: ure j € toits policyholders, and he thouph !
on, n store for it. ght there was a pros-
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Mr.(j] ndeau and Mr. Hodgson followed in the same
Cop,.. ~'endinp, .
‘nt;n Ry go do::lg sa;d{ the country could not afford to let sucha
the S of g ¢ remembered the first days of the Compan
Con:edu d cosf[:}‘)." that the members had reapeg much anmpfmif
19 o e wishlerzls‘:;,am:e brought about by the formation of this
h%t ity wag h e Company t0 g0 on because he believed that

there such equitable terms to the insured than
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“Onfiden thatst::s Clargely due in his opinion to this Company. He
Ompany had seen its worst days, and that pros-

perity was in store for it in the future.
Mr. Chas. Alexander asked if the Board were unanimous in continu-

ng the business.

The President replied that they were,
On motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Clendinneng, the

report was then unanimously adopted.

Mr. Ostell expressed the opinion that the notice of motion given by
Mr. Gilman would be a very bad move, as it would take the nomina-
tion from the hands of the Directors, whom he thought were best quali-
fied to judge of the gentlemen Who should act in that capacity. For
that reason he hoped that the motion, when it came up for consider-
ation, would not be considered.

On motion of Mr. James Donnelly, seconded by Mr. B. J. Coghlin,
it was then resolved, " That the thanks of the shareholders are due
and are hereby tendered to the President and Directors for their service;
and attention to the business of the Company during the past year.

Messrs. Matthews and Dumesnil were appointed to act as scrutineers
for the election of Directors in place of the four retiring Directors. The
vote having been taken Messrs: Ostell, Archer, Hodgson and Moss, the
retiring Directors, were declared unanimously re-elected. The meeting -

then adjourned.
PREVENTABLE FIRE CAUSES,

The great bulk of the fires reported from time to time has
been clearly due to causes quite preventable. A considerable -
number of these fires have bf:en due to spontaneous combus-
tion. But no such combustion could occur and do harm
were common sense precautions taken to avoid storing up in
wrong places matters liable to take fire spontaneously.
Everybody ought to know that cotton rags saturated with
oil and some kindred matters cannot be safely stored up in
wooden receptacles; and it would be easy to keep lucifer
matches in positions safe from rats and mice, by whose
manipulations they ar¢ often, perhaps, set on fire. Spon-
taneous combustion 15 @ danger easily guarded against. ‘

Many firesare caused by the lodgment of sparks on shingle
roofs. Such lodgment cannot be wholly prevented, but it
may in most cases be rendered harmless. A shingle roof in
good condition, well painted with some fire-resisting pigment,
is not easily set on fire. It would pay property owners
handsomely to keep shingle-covered roofs well protected
with such pigment. i

Countless fires are due to defective chimneys. Lots of
them are badly built, the bricks laid in them badly bonded
with mortar of inferior quality, and insufficiently plastered
within and without. Then portions of the wood work are
often placed in_contact with the chimney. Under ordinary
circumstances the bricks touched may not be hot enough te
set fire to the wood- But soot-ladened chimnies often take
fire, and portions of them become quite hot enough to set
wood in contact with them on fire. Itis clear that great
care should be taken in chimney building and in regular
chimney cleaning. Were this done universally we should
hear of no fires from defective flues.

There is the stove-pipe_Peril.  The carelessness shown
in passing these PIPES that may often become red hot,
through wooden partitions, without any sufficient protec-
tion from brick, ston¢ of plaster casts around them, is
amazing. Dreadfully destructive fires have often resulted
from such recklessness.

Then there is the peril dl{e to improperly set register
grates, with brick hearths resting on a wooden floor instead
of a properly constructed brick arch, or where the brick -
enclosing the grates aré dangerously near studding or lath-
ing. It is quite shameful that fires should be caused in this
way. The cost of a brick arch in front of the chimney is
trifling, and it is easy to S€t grates in a fashion absolutely

free from danger. =
r(:Th:;se matters ought to be kept before the public eye.
They ought to be considered. They ought to be discussed,

ht ought to be laid to heart and prac-

the lessons taug >
3234. Fire cannot be handled too intelligently, and con«

flagrations cannot be

guarded -against too carefully.




