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treated as an enemy ?  But so it is
that there are dark bates where
there should be beaming loves; jea-
lousy and suspicion where there
should be confidence and co-opera-~
tion; that there are stumbling-
bloeks laid where there should be a
clear path for the tect; and conse-
quent weakness, and disorder, and
unhappiness, where there should be
strength, growth in grace, order,
beauty, and the oil of joy. Not,
alas ! for sin alone is our anger re-
served, but also for brethren. Not
alone for the honor ot God are we
jealous, but often much more for our
own. Not alone for the advance-
ment of Christ’s cause, and Christ’s
kingdom, are we earnest and zeal-
ous ; hut often- much wmore for that
of our own causc and our own sys-
tem. We blame not any onc part
for this more than another. Itis a
sad dimness in what are after all
the world’s best lights; a loss of
savour in the world’s only salt ; the
reinains of ignorance in the world’s
highest teachers ; it is the dross ad-
hering to the world’s true gold.
Now let vs soe if from Seripture
we can discover ouright position
in reference to this confliet Letween
Christians. The disciples had seen
a man casting out devils. They do
not doubt the fact. They do not
allege that he 1mpiously pretended
to do this, but acknowledge that he
did it, and that too in Christ’s name.
They were offended only because he
followed not with them ; and as he
did not belong to their company,
they forbade him. They teil all this
to Christ, expecting, in all likeli-
hood, to receive His approbation on
aceount of their zeal in His cause,
and their jealousy of every attempt
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to share with others the honor of
doing such wonderful works.  But
what said Christ 2 “ Forbid him
not ! for he that is not against me
is for me.”

But to see how much teaching is
affureded to us in this narrative, con-
sider what it is to follow hrist.
There was a mode of following
Christ bodily which was true of
many Who lived in the same age
with Hi-n. Thus we frequently
read of multitudes following Him
fron the ditterent cities and parts
of Judiea through which He travel-
led. They walked with Him, spoke
to Him, and eat and drank with
Him. The disciples themselves thus
tollowed Him, journeying always
with Him, and accompanying Him
wherever he went. But this is not
the only way in which € hrist was
and can be foliowed. To follow
Christ, in another and in a higher
sense of the term, 15 to follow his
example, to pussess His spiri, to do
His will, to follow His toog-teps in
the path of holiness and peace.
This kind of following is entirely
uvneonnected with the other. inas-
much as the body hath been where
the spirit was not, and the spirit
hath been where the bodily pre-
senee was impossible. Many fol-
lowed Him in body, and even touch-
ed Him, and yet there was an infin-
ite gulf between them and Christ,
wide as that which separates hea-
ven and hell. Satan, who convers-
ed with Him for days in the wil-
derness, was as far from Christ then
as he is now, but no further than
were some of the Pharisees, who fol-
lowed Him to entangle Him in his
talk ; or Judas, one of the twelve,
who had a devil ; or His own bre-



