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of this glorious scheme, and of contributiug by
our excrtions or substuuce to swell the ranks
of the redeemed.  No.  Let the votaries of
mammon do 8o, if they will.  But let all those
who love the Lord and know the value of im-
mortal souls, endeavour to forward the exten-
sivn of the Messiah's kingdom, as far as their
opportunities and abilities extend.
[1T.  And we learn from the text, the hiyh
howor @ el deguaty conterrcd upon the vedecmed:—
They © stood before i throne aad before the
Lamh.” Where heaven is situated, we are not
informed.  Probably it is in the middle <f the
great universe, in some immense central glohe,
round which 21l the other central bodics with
their respeetive systoms revolve, a5 so many
different parts of the one arand whole. At
any rate, wherever heaven is, there i God,
and thee also is Iis diwone. And wherever
Il is, Jhere also is the _reat living eentre of at-
traetion o all holy inteaigences, and the eter-
nal soutee whenee all powes and wisdom  amld
Light ol dife and goo hiess radiate 1o tue most
distant worlds.  And surely Dbetievers never
canforser that wherever God i, there also, in
the mitstof the thone, i the great Redeemer
who a: our atuning sacrifice is figuratively
stysed ¢ the Lamb”— the Lamb of God which
taketh awuy the sin of the world.” Tt is the
great sactitice of himscltwhich he oflered, that
opened ap the gates of muey 1o mankind 5 and
itis the saving and  ever-streaming cllicacy of
his blvod that wafls such countless myrads to
the heavenly shores,  And because he is both
their God and Saviour, to a:l his ransomed
people heis and ever must be an object of
adoting wonder and of grateful homage and
regard.  And the nearer they are admitted te
hum, the greater raust be therr bonor and felic-
ity. And had Suipture been silent on the
subject, where would you have expected these
ouce polluced outcasts to be placed upon their
arrival in the Ningdom of their Father 2 Even
presumpticn itoelf could scarcely dare to hope
for higher advancement for them than to occupy
the luwest mansivns which stand upon the out-
skir s of theeternal world. But the grace that
saves, also honors. Lorwe learn from the *ext
that the redeemed, instead ot holaing an inferior
place in the Celestial city, have the highcse sta-
tion of digniry bestowed upon them.  “They
stand before thie throne,” and in the 11th verse,
the angels are tepresented as  *‘standing round
about the throne,”” and enclosing the ransomed
company within their capacious circle. “Tlis
honor have all his saints.”  Thoe very seraphs
of the engelic host give honorable precedence
to them by tendering them the nearest place to
the king of ieaven; and gradually extend
their over widening circle to iet the redeemed
_people in. And if, as the Saviour tells us,
**‘there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
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over one sinner that repenteth,,” with what
thrilling emotivns  will they raise their song
uil sweep their harps when God brings all his
children home!

And Christians, say not with doubting hearts
all this houor is too much for us. Lhe question
is nut —is i¢ too much for you to receive ¢ but
is it too much for God to bestow 2 The ques-
tion is not—are you worthy ofit! but was
Curist worthy to purchase it for you?  If the
redeemud had got their deserts, notoue of them
would ever have entered the heavenly man-
sions.  Talk not, theretore, of limiting God’s
grace to your deservings.  If the murits of
Christ can bring you to Heaven, can they not
also serure for sou Heavens most exalied hon-
or> ¢ ‘Plhere is neither injustice nor impropricty
in the Alnnghny s conferring higher 1auk on
saints than on ihe angels who never sinnued; for
what are both the one and the other but what
Divine gouduess has been pleased to make them.
It i- right ithat God should bestow the greetest
dignity upon the redeemed, for the more he
honors tiem, the more he honors his Son who
bought themn; and the more hie honos him, the
more he hoaors himselfand his suvercign grace
wiich plunned  and exeeuted  the schieme of
vedemption. Aud how conld yon have believed
that Christ would Laveshed his precious blood
to purchase anything less than the lighest
wiory to himscifund the must exalied favours
to his prople.  Anud who should have a beter
title to enjoy the most eminent horours which
the Alinz of kings bestows, and stand nearest
to the throne, than the redecmed of mankind,
whose Saviour God and  eldest brother sits in
the midst of it. Verily “eye hatl: not secn
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him.”  And believers
let this be your comfort in the house of your
pilgrimage.  Let it support and cheer your
souls amidst all the troubles and trinls of the
present state, and cncourage you to hold on in
the way of life till you juin the General As-
sembly and Church of the first born in heaven,
and obtain a crown of glory 1hat fadeth not
away.

IV. And we also learn from the text, the
glorious appeurance of the redeemed before the
throne—* clothed with white robes, and palms
in their hands.”  The ‘“ white robes” mark
that spotless innocence and purity of character
to which they have attained through the aton-
ing and cleansing efficacy of the Saviour’s
blood. And by the triumphal ¢ palms which
they hold in their hands’ are designed that
glorious victory which, under the guidance of
uie great Captain of their salvation, they have
obtained over Satan and all their spiritual
cnomies.  Once they weie sinful, gaiity and
sunk in moral dcefilement, bat the blood of



