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MAI.ACýit, iti. I : "Iliuîî v il tue tithet% unto the storehcuse, thti.there niav be meat
in mine house, and provc nie ,îow lîere-with, saith the Lord of I oste, if 1 %vill not open you
thîe windows of heaven, and pour voit out a blessing, that there shilI flot lie rooi enoughi
to receive it."

Tîw uvords wlîich we have seleeted as the suhicet of titis day's discourse in-
cuicate o11 us the (ltvo'cuributig liberaliv towards the support utf religions
ordinatices. Thougli the requirenient is one of' the iiîine nature of whlicIî
none of' us cati be ignorant, yet- liere, as in otîter iiatters, it is welI that we
should have our pure mids stirred tip by ivay of' renwenibrance.

The text; naturally dividleq itself into two parts: ist, the dut%. ;2nd, the
Ilessing proniused. Bring- ye ail the tithes hînto tuie s toreliouse ,a;îd pro3'' nie
if 1 il) aot pour voti out a b)le.siiiug, that tiiere Ahall nul be roui etuughivi to
receive il."

Mien the Alîîîighîty chose Israei to be to Hiinqclf a peeuliar people, TIc was
naturaily led to establish Ilis ivorshiîp anîong tîten. Tlîus oniy wolil flic> be
kept stedfitst in Ilis service, anîd instructed more perfectly in regard lu Ilinîiseli'
and Divine things generaily ; îl:us -%vould tiîey he nîarkedl o .t front tîteir licatîen
neiglîbours, and preventedl front relapsing into heatiienisîn, wii, with ail their
reiirions privieges. tiîey sliewed a continuiai tendetncy to dIo.

It înaybe thouglit, lowever, that a less costly establishmîent would have
stitri(ed t'or this end. The templle, we kîîow, was on a niost itiagnifient scale,
and everything connected wviti it wvas of the riehiest itnaturials. VThe sacrifices
required for the temple sex vice were aiso very nners.For the proper care
Oif su large ait edifice, and of the man- sacred utensils eniployed about it,-for
the right pertbrmiance of tue v'arions services of the temple, and for the (lue
Celebration of its ntiany sarrificial appùontnicnts,-a vcry large number of'
sacrcd officers were reiluiredl. To the slîeei,1 purpose of taking charge of evcry-
thit.g coîînected witlt the tempule, the entire tt!he of Levi was set apart, and of
the nutnher of titis tribu, :11 the tierent periedxs of' the 7ewish ltistory, sonie
idea rnay he tbrnicd front the fact that in the days of David il aniounted tu
*18,000, of such as were above 30 years of age. 17rider ýiien were the Nethinitns
or porters, who dIiii the more servile wvork of tite tenmple, and ivho are suppoised
to have hen the descentdants of such nations as vçere taken captive by the
lsrael.?tes. Tmese probabiy amnounted to several thousands more. And there
were, in addition to tîtese t'vo inferior clas-ses of officers, tlic priests, wvhose
province il was to conduet the various religionis s-e--vices connecteil with the
worshili of' Jehovah. As we find tiiese divideil intu -24 (lasses wvho officiated in
the temple in their turui-eacli elass for a week-their numnler was prolhably
cons;derahle. amtd as the priesthood %vas hereditarv in ýsonue families, their numi-
lier wvoufl be acontinntallv inct'easirig one. Su<hi a costly religion-, establishment,
-snch a large body ut' men, atnotntingr to in anv tlitusandis,-%VoIIl require nu
sntall outlay tu ntaintaiin thten, and it niay he, asked, vas ail titis ?tessr
Cud the object whîchi God had in view flot have been attainedl equally weiI,
at less expeuse, with fewer -services, and by ernploying a mîtch smal1er staff of'
ofliciaIs ?

To understanl te reason of this, it is neccssary to bear iiind that il waQ
of importance ibat the Israeites-iittie renioved fi'om a state of heathenism as
they were-sbould be impresscd with the greatness and majesty of the Suprenie
Being, and this they 'vere, in part, by the very magnitude of lis dwelling-
place, by the splendour of ils furniture and decorations, and bT the number of
attendants tbat waiîed on ifm. It is easy to see how ail thîs wouid elevate
their conceptions of Giod, reminding theni with what a great Being they had to


