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stock hms been legally taxed in another State, only such tai wifl
be iinposed as wili make the entire tai both within and with-
out Vermont, equal to live per cent.

A Meature of interest is the frank . avowal heard in xnany
quartera that iLheritflce taxes may and shouid be etnpioyed to
rednee "swoiieu" fortunes and to prevent their tra.nsmission
beyond one generation. The National Assembly of France has
more than once debated propositions to increase ail inheritance
taxes to aconplish this purpose, and to aboiish ail intestate in-
heritance except between very close relatives. The same sub-
lect was discussed flot long ago by the Illinois Bar Association,
a committec of which reported ini favor of an amendment ''h
law of descent and distribution, lirniting the arnount wvhich any
person xnight talce by inheritance or bequest, the balance to go
Io the State. It is plain that by imposing each higher rate of
taxation only on the excesa above the ainount subject to the
:iext lower rate, saal or moderate eatates would not be unduly
diinnislhd. while an absolute lirit eould be piaced upon lu-
hierîitnee. '%Vithin the United State, eonstitutional guarantees
requirinir that direet taxes shall be apportioned and indirect
taxes uniforin would prevent the entire property of a citizen
heiiig ti.keii froin biti by legislation ; but, on his death, no such
pmoteet lot is afforded his estate. The -tax is flot iiuposed upon
projierty, but upon the right of succession. Each State niay
eonetede or refuse to ûonee<le sucb a right. It tnay declare that
th*.- prop*erty of ail decedent,% belongs to the ?tate, or it may i.
ptmwt aiîy terins for allowing the clias of next-of-kin. hieir or
dt'vilac: it niay iegally eonfiscate as nîuch of the estate as it
d(Ircs. Sueli a %tâte of affairg was eonsidered by the Supremie
court solie dozen ytear. agro. and dealt vith as foflows:

Th ra o*e *Îuimwf wbihh It ;La a*imrte1i rnu*t skriR ini tlie future,
if the right to> Ievy a prtr1sle tax 1e re<'nihud, uh in lù It' i-ate
iq.et 1lî. inérQ a.ewrtin that f rm, and reprc'entative gommnnent i la
fa. tare. sad thât the grofflt abiuff (if power are fo".teiowett unlces the
eaurt& 11surp % Purely legig4ative funetion. If a ease %lmuld t'ver adi.
w1wre an arliitrary aind mianflaetory exitctin ig inipnae. lWaring the guiae
of pnogte**ive or any ether tortu of ta.x. it wili be tirne enouh toeunsider

whthet thi. jdieini poawr ean atTord a reniedy by applylng laherent, and
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