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DEEDS 0F DARNESS.
Rcv. Fred. Paton, wbo lu settiecI on the

large isiand of Matekula, not far Lromi
Santo, wlicre our Mr. Annand labors, gives,
in QErt(i!i-t-- JotUiiug, soiae fearful illus-
trations of the tender niercies o! heathen-
is: -

At a plate callcd l'ange, a nxarried woman
eloped with a mian of another village called
Billy. Th'le natives wvent to get the pair, but
did not sucteed.

Their failure %vas a pretext for a bideous
deed. According to beathen custom the
killing of a relative of tbe evil doer is ai-
nxost equai to killing the actual transgressor.
liaving failed to catch tbe guilty parties,
tbe natives took the woman's child-a little
girl o! four years old-and lsricd iecr alire !
Tbe deed wvas bushed up, and I beard
nothing of it tili six days afterwards.

On xny urging peace, tbey agreed to ceasc,
active war until they had caugbt the
woman. At iength they caught ber. My
teacbers pleaded earnestly for ber life, andi
it was agreed that she sbould be spared.
Tbe promise, however, was o! littie avail,
for ber own son waylaid and murdered ber.

The Fange tribe, baving thus lost two
lives, detcrmined, in revenge, to Izil two
people o! tbe other village. The 'villain
Billy, wbo bad caused ail tbe trouble, bad
escaped, so they decided to kill bis brother
Surnidangov and bis baby-girl o! two years
olcI. The nxother rusbed a'way with ber
cbild, and sougbt refuge in a powerful vil-
lage, wbise chie! was ber brother; and
Surnidangov fied for refuge to tbe Pangkumu
Mission Station, ten or twelve miles distant
by thxe tracx. 1115 bouse and yam bouse
were burned almost to asbes.

Billy now appeared upon the scene and
deliberately went to tbe Fange trIbe, offer-
ing to save bis own lite by murdering bis
brother Surnidangov. The tribe agreed-
not caring whether tbe cvii doer or bis
relative were slain, so long as one o! their
lives 'was forfeited. lly tbcn muade ar-
rangements-as it -afterwards appeared-for
some o! the Fange tribe to meet him ana
witncss the inurder.

Of course aIl these plans 'were lcept secret,
and Billy came to Pangkumu witb the ut-
most -suavity. Hie dranli tea out o! tbe
same pannikin witb bis brother, and in the
Most friendly spirit suggested that tbey
should go together on avisit to their mother.
Tbougb we neyer luxagined the treacbery
that xvas lurk-ing in Blily's brcast, we feit
it would be unwlse for theF brother to yen-
turc, and -warned Surnidangov not to go.
However, it was o! no avail, and they leu
tbe Mission together.

We watelicd tbem througb fixe glass, and
presently in the distance saw a band o! men
approaclxing thexu. Tbey were men of tbe
l'ange tribe, and we feared the worst. The
su.spense '%vas Most painful. Presently Billy
slipped stealthily bchind bis brother, and
raising bis musket shot hlm lu the back.
The wounded man dashed into the bush and
felI forward dead!

IThe murderer and the l'ange men fled,
leaving the body in the bushi. One of our
Mission seholars found it lying wvbere it
fell, and, lxaving kindly buried the poor vie-
timi by the seashore, came and told us. We
visited thç spot and put more sand and
stones over the body to save it from. dese-
cration.

But the Pange tribe were not yet satisfied
-one life only had been talxen, against the
two they had lost-and now they -wanted to
Mdil the fatberless baby-girl. I was able to
interpose to save the child-urging peace;
and a Frenchi trader behaved splendidly, by
going to the tribe at ten o'cloec one night
and forbidding the death. The natives ro:se
in anger, and the mother of the trader, a
French lady, came to Pangkumu to be out
of danger. But xîo figliting occurred. The
good offices prevailed, and peace was pro-
claimied on October 3lst.

The peace ceremony «was interesting,
tbough the actors -%vere beathen. The one
tribe brougbt a standard of beautiful leaveB
and llowers to fixe sacred ground of their
eneniies and laid it down, witb pigs for a
feast. Then the others, in their turn, of-
fered a peace standard of leaves and fiowers,
and placed it in tbe sacred ground of fixe
srnaller t1ribe, also witb pigs for a feast.
The feast was then muade and peace dIe-
clared.

The two teacixers living nearest to the
troubled district belxaved well, and Ixac a
steady effect for peace. Tbey showed no
fear, and it was only at nxy suggestion that
one teacher went to another village for a
short time w]îen fixe natives were becoming
angry.

I 'was constantly in fihe villages durlng
the troubles, and was always treated with
Igreat courtesy. The day that the French
lady came to Pangk-umu, before reaching
tbe boat we met three figbters, but not a
gun or wao asto be seen. They were
too well bred to show a vweapon of war be-
fore a barmless lady, thougb scoundrels
enougli to shoot ber if tbey thought it ex-
pedient.

I bave seen as nxany as one bnndred
muskets at one time on the beach near the
part at war. On one occasion I met two
chiefs and sixty men by appointnxent. Not
a weapon was in sight, and it was only
when the guns had to be shifted out of the
glare of the sun that I k-new every muan bad
a gun handy, and every gun was loaded.

Sucb are tbe beathen, who some people
say are so happy that it is quixotic to bring
tbe Gospel to theru.

Exactly the same trouble as I have de-
scribed bappened quite recently between
Pangkumu, our mission station, and another
village near. But the villages bad beard
the story o! the Prince of Feace, and tbough
only semi-Christian, they abstained from
figbting; the affair was quietly investigated,
and settled by a fine of five pigs.

Thus there is sunlight and sbadow in our
Mission district. But I hope the good Word
le surely spreading-brightening the darlc
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