
fouled the water, and to renmedy Lis lie tried the introductioni of a few

mnails, whichi, feeding on dcc'aying niatter, <îuickly restored purity and

clearness to the wvater. I n z 852, '.ie experiniented with sea-water and

its occupants, with e(luaI success. Tlu Mr. Grosse, howvever, the wvell-

known naturalist, niay l)e attributed the popularity of the Aquarium

whicli is certainly the purest of ail liotsehitld recreations. Ilis first

work on the subject, sornewtiere about the year 1 855, was read with

avidity, and although the London "1>un)cli." levelled its keenlest wi't
,1d( satire against the new mania, and pointed to ail] the misha>z which

mighit befail housek-eepers by thc breaking of the Aquarium arnd the

consequent deluging of carpets, the passion for aquaria greiv, and iii

1857 they may be said to have been fornially established ini England.

In that year, one of the quarterly R\'evies remiarked that the making

and stocking of these had created a new and important branch in coin-

niercial industry. In z856, B3arnum introduced into New~ York the

first of wvhat lie styled-"Occan and River Gardens," and a few

nmonths afterwards thcy were for sale of ail sorts and sizes, for private

use. I3efore that, the glass globe for gold-fishi 'as the oniy represent-

ative of the ne"' apparatus. In keeping an Aquaz:umn, very little is

wvanted Ixsides the tank itself. It is wvcll to have an india-rubber tube

or a syphion for drawing off the wvater whien necessary ; a wvooden forceps

for rcmnoving any object, and a sponge stick for cleaning the glass,
together %vith a smnall fine-meshied hand net for hiandling any of the

ininates if need he.

Some years ago, w~hen residing in New~ York State, I was

attached to one of the Military Colleges affiliated with WeTst Point ; and

one of the first things that I did to engage the interests of the Cadets

under nmy charge, wvas to turn their mind s, during leistîre. hours, to the

sttudy of Natural History.

As I wvas at that imie makiing collections of ail kinds, I enlisted

themi in the wvork of procuring specimenb, and 1 organized, on our

Saturday holiday, field p)arties aniong the woods and mounitains in the

vicinity of the College, along the Hudson River. T1his wvas just at the

time wlicz, Aquaria wvere in vogue, and I took advantage of the first

visit that 1 paid to New York, to purchase an Aquarium for my own

private use, wich I kept in my quarters, open to the insp)ection of ail


