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wovement, not of a party alopting new
principles, but uf the Church of’ Seotland
maintaining the principles of 1617,—
waintaining the principles whizh she held
in  16—maintaining  the  priuciples
which she held in 1753, although a party
called te Moderates were  trampling
upon them—miintaining the principles
which she held forth in her Claim of

tight, in 18125 and rencuncing the be-
nedis of an Lstablishment when, through
a new mode of interpreting and adminis-
toring the il bae, the benefits of the
Establishment could no longer be enjoy-
ed but through the sacrifice of these prin-
ciples.  The change effected by this new
mode of administering the civil law in
reference to ecelesiastial aifairs is such,
that no man who, in the language of the
Seceders, * desires to adhere to the prin-
ciples of tae truc presbyterian, covenan-
ted Church of Scotland,™ has an inch of
ground to stand npon in the Scottish Is-
tablishment now.  This was very soon
Lrought out in the conduct of some who
have a right to be regarded as at once
vompetent and impartial judges. One
instance must suflice. At the tune of
the Disruption, there was a deputation
in Ldinburgh from the Presbyterian
Chureh in Ireland, with a commission to
hold irendly correspondence, on bebalf
of that Church, with the Genceral Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotlund. These
deputies witnessed the proceedings of
the Disruption. They had now to cou-
sider how they were to exccute their
commission ; and, atter due deliberation,
found that they could not acknowledge
the Ecclesiastical Establishment, as 1t
now stood, as their parent Chureh, the
Church of Scotland. It was not there
that they could find the representatives
of the Binirs, and the Livingstons, whose
labours had been so much blessed to Ire-
land, in the seventeenth century.  Lhey
found their way to Cancnunills, and they
laid their commission before the Assem-
bly there, as the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. When they re-
turned to their constituents, their coun-
duct was approved of, as in precise ac-
cordance with the terws of their commis-
sion. The correspondence cuntinues to
be maintained, not with the Establish-
wment, but with the Free Church of Scot-
Jand.

POSTSCRIPT.

The preceding Remarks have extend-
ed so far, that there is not sutlicient space
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1aft for entering npon a statementof evi-
denee m proof of the averment, © That
Mz, Troiter calumniates the Wesimin.
ster Ass mbly of Divines,and gives a
most erroneous view of their labours with
1espect to the Confession of Faith.” It
must therefore stand over till another op-
poriunity. as must also somne remarks on
ihe principal portion of a Letter which
he has since published in the © Presbyte-
rian Witness”, in which he attempts still
further 10 bolster up the same charges.
In this subsequent Letter, he comes
out with additicnal mistatements, in Jus
attempt to defend the untenable positi-
on which he took up, when, in his Let-
ter which appeared in the * Guardian”
of this city, Sept. 28th, 1549, he said,
«but it 1s a fact of which you cannot be
izrorant, that there are many in the Free
Church, and that the number is rapidly
increasing, who ave willing to dispense
with the Uonfession of Faith altogether,
which would leave them at liberty w
nintain or depart from its doctrines as
they please. I have different authori-
ties for making such a statement, but
shall confine myself to one at present.”
‘The one authority on which he founds so
grave a change, 15 an extract from a
speech of Dr M'Kay's, before the Free
Church Connnission in 1843 He now
says, * we have given it as reported by
their awn friends, and allowed it tospenk
for itself ; and the Professor has no: ven-
tured to correct any of the Drs state-
ment.”  The Doctor’s statement did not
require {o be corrected ; but Mr. T'rot-
ter's mistatemer’, did ; and it was correct-
ed. Itis afact, that, from a desire to
act with other bodies in the matter of -
ducation in common schools, there are
numbers who would have the Church
pat ber own standards in abeyance so
far as not to iusist upon the subscription
of the Confession of Faith by the school-
masters. 1t is nat a fact, however, that
what is thus admitted to be true isa war-
rant for Mr. Trotter 10 say that in this
he has a proot’ ¢ that there are many in
the Free Chureh, and that the naber
ts rapidly increasing who ave wiliing 15
dispense with the Confession of I'with ai-
togetker, which would leave them at liher-
ty o maintaie or depart from its ductvines
as they please”  As if; however, the aul-
mission of facts as stated by Dr. McRay
were an admission of the cxtravagant
mistatements of Mr. Trotter, he goes on
with an air of triumph tosay, « The com-
mission thus adjured did not venture 1o
deny it, and neither has the Professor.—




