
462 TIuE PROVINCIAL.

transaction. But plead not for tlic rest, especi.ly fur that traitor l)e Guiche. l
Rletire, Madani ! but above 1111 tlîings be pre8ent at tlue t'ôte, be sulent, appear 1

fi s if notluiig iaud happcned; or thc pardon shall be withlicld. (ttalk:s Up.>
Il M.u~.- a n<d exrit.) 1>oor De Ouiche!

Enter De Lauzun.
Di:u L.-Another nigit, of uucertainty. It will ho impossible, before this

tîrnql pageant, to obtaiuu an audience. (secs the King.) Ila! By ail that in
fortunate--the Kinz!

Ku'.a.-(tiiriis.) Mouîsr. De Lauzurn!
DE L.-kiieels.) At your feet, Sire! 1

Kx~<.-lscDe ivnun e earnestly dcsired a conference with yoit.
f lhýl.-The desire is iuîti, Sire,.f

Ki.,ia.-Diuriing otir paiaîf il interview this imoriling, J'ou alluded to vour
attacliment to a certain lady. We have given the subjeet our consideration,f

jand have detcrrind-at nuuch sacrifice of feeling-to infbrm you, that if'
.Madlle De Lia Valliere---

DE. L.-(interriiptinig). Madlle De La Valliere!
Kîýxc-Ycs! Bee assured, that if Louise returns your affection --- my heart

will burst-we will respe,.-t ber feelings, and -sancition your union.
De L.-Mly union with La V alliere!
Kuça.-You love her-do you not ?
DE IL. I esteemn the lady-prize lier friendship-
Ki.-,.-Pshaw! was it uuere esteemi that induced you to seek lier in the

private apartments? was it friendship only that iuuduced. her to address a letter
te yoit? Corne De Lauzun, be candid.

Di, L.-It is truc, Sire, that I went thither to meet lier; truc, also that
she iras the bearer of a letter addresscd to mie.

Ki.-io.~Well, sir, what doos thiat provA ?
DE L.-That Madille. D)e LaVailieri, is the most estimable of Nvonen-the %f.warmi friend-thc trust-worthy confidant e of the lady te whoni 1 amn devoted.
Kvie.-Ha! the bearcr-not the writcr of thec letter ?
DE L.->recisely so, your Ma*vjesty.
Ki-N,,.-De Lauzun, your explanation clevates me fromn the deptbs of des-f

pair, te the summnit of' happiness. Singutlar misconception! How mucli
Iblindnocas, how inuch sel f.inflicted torture! Ilt it ispast. Telme-if you

do net love- Louise-wvlo in the naine of Cupid do you love? f
DE L.-Sire, xny aspirations have dared te soar--
Kir«.-Soar as high as you please, so thnt Louise be flot the object! But,

fto retura to, your inarnorata, her naine? Dont liesitate -any nrrpw' you
please.

Di& L.-Sirc, the Quen-
KING.-(Interrupting,.) The Qucen! (iore, corne, De ILauzun, you are

soaring indecd. Ha, ha! you niust allow us te miake exception un favour of
our consort!

DE L.-Ywr MNajesty arrives at conclusions somewhat hastily.
KiNK.-Forg*tve me-ha, lia! 1 arn se happy! Go on.
DE IL-I was about to observe that lier Majesty ham long been aware of

the attwhment betwccn your august kinswoman and myseif.
KINE.-Kinsweman! Wah.ch? ire have se, ma13.
Dr L.-Maddle. De Montpensier, Sire. (aside.) MTi out at last!f

f KING.-What! La grande Mademtoiselle? Our cousin whoi firedth i


