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iiig ad(litioîîal. righits andl Privileges were acCorde(l to thiein s-
(1) To thieini was eîîtrusted the selection of al educaýtioiizl
oficers ap)pointe(t by the Governmienlt, suchi as sehool iinspecetors,
professons of normal sehiools, the inienbers of boards of ex-
arnilers, anid, apparently, a secretary of the Dprmit
Next after- the powvei of ii(lel)eideiit action, this is, l)eiliaps,
the iiiost important function of the Protestan)t Conniiiittee-
first, because it reiioves these e(lucatiolial applointmieiits froin
the areina of practical. polities, anid (2) because, by placîiig the
chioice of these officers for Protestant institutions in the hiands,
of the Protestanit Connniiittee, an important guaranitee bas beeîî
griveni thiat*tIîese appoinitnîents wviI1 be made iii a ninneraccept-
able to the Protestant iininority. Aîîd altthoughi it is n ot stated
in the law thiat one of the twvo secretaries Of tlie ]iepartmieiit of
Public Instruction shial be a Protestant, this is practically
secuire(l by the iniethod of cappo6itent.

The second niew privilege accorded the Protestanit (Jouimnittee>,
thoughi lardly iniferior to the p)rece(liig mne, ias neyer been
called into active exercise except in anl indlirect way. The
Comnîiiittee is authorized to receive, by doniationi, legacey or
otherwvise, nioney or other property for the purposes of eua
tion; and for tliis purpose the Coiiimnittee lias ail the p)owers of
a body politie or corporate.

The Governiinent lias placed at the credit of the Coiînînittee,
for t'ae puirposes of educationi, différent sums, froni time to
tiiie, amiountinig in ail to about $90,000, but, aparft froin this,
the Conittee lias nleyer been called uipon to, exercise tis
particular fiiniction ; and I hiope to be able to show, before I
hlave finishied, that the present state of our educational. systeii
(lemaiids thiat this l)articlllar function of the Protestant Conii-
mittee shiall be brougrht into active exercise withiout delay.

Let us now briefly reviewv the use whichi the Protestant
Comiinittee lias made of these new powers and privilegres.

Thieir first mieetinig wvas hield ini April, 1876, ani before the
end of December caime round ciglit meetings of the Comniiiittee
hiad been hield, and alrnost every xart of the e(lucatiomal. mork
of the Province hiad been called up for review by the Coin-
miittee. Thiese were the grood old timies of our short educational.
hiistory: no wvritten examinations for teachiers or pui)ils; no
special inspection of superior schools (indeed, thiere seiîns to lie
soine question -as to the existence of superior sehiools in the
couinty districts at thiat timie); no list of text-books; no course
of study; no regulations for the guidance of inspectors, teachiers,
]parents or pup)ils; no special. statistics of Protestant sehiools as
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