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*charging bitn but had been unsuccessful hitherto, as Armstrong ivas an
industrious, conscientions workman and one who had the interests of

bis fellow-workmen tozn rnuch at heart ta jeopardize the good name oif
-their union by violent arnd blameivorthy bebavior on the part of one af

its officers.

ThE brother-in-law of the Superintendent, John Curby %vas the
proprietor of one of the stores patranized liy the Company. His pro-
fitable duty was ta furnisb ail for the mniners' lamps for .,rhtch these
latter bad, however, ta pay themselves. Relying can Mr-. Atkins' power-
lui influence ta shieid him from punishment. he had so slarnefully
overcharged the minci-s for this necess-ary conimodity, untl these had
finally beconie desperate and an their comnplaint, th- union had

* forbidden its niembers ta purchase auy more ail frDni Cuq by. unk-ss lie.
greatly reduced bis price. krmstrong with a fcwv athers wcre dclegated
Ia in!arm that worthy ai the decision af the union, Curby. furi.nus at
wiiî lie considered an unwarranted interference in his rights, took oc-

r casion ta apply the most opprobriaus ep)ithetIs ta ail union nien in gcneral
anid ta Armstrong in particular. On bis entrance, Mr. .A.ikins drewv bis

cd brother-in-law aside and -heard fi-rn bim the highly colord
accounI of the affair. He bergan ta sec bis way clear ti.,warrds the ar-
cornplisbnient oi bis ain, ai-d be ruthlessiy thrust aside ail considerations
that decency and justice exacted. He walked ulp to :Xrunstron- asnd
bis compainijn, wrho were calnily aaîing bis decision. and ta!d tisem ia
a bard voice that tbey ivere disésharg!ed for their insubo;clination, and
thatt ail union men, wbo vrould r.ot buy ail fi-arn Curby -yould bce dis-
missed ln like nianner. Incke-d tbe Coinpainy did not rec.îgnize the
right af the Unimn ta exist aI. ai, niuchlscis ta interfère in its affairs
Furthermiore, tbey were inf.>nied that the coi any %vould

t hereafter employ un nmare union :nen, and that ail iviu wislicd
ta, remain in its serice w-ould lie abliged ta sig-n a written
r.-pudiation of the union.

Greatly excitcd and bifflly indignant at this arhitrnry deed af the
c,,Nai trust, Arrnstrong and bis campatnians bnsiened froni the roon ic
-report the accurrencc. They sawr, but toù well, thnt it wvas a challenge


