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the great apostie of modern Gerrnany, Nvlo lias said: "1The Germans
are not psychologists," and lie knew themn. They have flot under-
stood that tlmey theinselves had brouglit a new elemnent into the,
situation, which sufficed to cirerthrow hem entirely. 1 would add
that in spite of the ".kultur" they have given proof of an inex-
cusable ignorance of history.

There is a point upon wvhich the B3ritish Foreign Scmetary
gives proof of absolute firminess and franknmess, and that is thc
neutrality of Belgium. First lie asked for a declaration concemîf'-.
the maintenance of this neutrality, and, at the sanie inie, inforimiig
Germauy that England would defend hier, and wihen Gerimany
violated it England rcsponded by war.

The Emjl 2ror, 'is chancellor and his scmetary of foreign
affairs imagirLed that Great I3ritain eould let Belgian iieutrality
be violated, and why? "What do these propositions of Germnany
signify?" said Mr. Asquith. "They signify tlîat despite France,
-who is not supposed to know anything abomt it. wve would
give to Gcrmany, in case of victory, ail liberty to annex ail Firencli
possessions outsidc of Europc. They signify that the day on w'hich
Belgium would have addresscd us tlue touching appeal that we
hiave received £rom lier for the protection of lier neutrality guaran-
teed by us, we ivoulcl ha-ve been obliged to meply: we ignore you,
ive have renout -.ed in favour of the powver that menaees you, we
have renounced the obligation of kee.ping our word, which we have
given. What -%ould have been the position of Great Britain if we
had aceepted this infamous proposition? To betray our friendr
and dishionour our obligations, wve hiad tlic pmomise--and nothing
more-that Germany ivou1d do certain things under certain condi-
tions, a promise made by a power who, at the saine instant, an-
nounccd lier rosolve to -%iolate the obligations that lier own treaties
imposed upon iier. "

Germany mnticipated difficulties, dissensions within the
B3ritishi Em-Pire. They me--- keen and deep. The German
Emperor lias accomplislied a miracle, -wbich hie certainly did not
expeet. By a .-ord lie lias solved aU difficultips, hie hias effaced al
dissensions, he hais provided for' the prime minister the opportunity
of explaining to the wliole Empire the "infamous proposition" to
show theni that they must choose between a dishonourable peace
and an honourable war undertaken for the defencc- of a weak state,
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