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THE RURAL CANADIAN.
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SHEEP AND SWINE. ! Suppose she has eight pigs to feed, fow have

——— . — e ———— R

BRAINING MUTITON,

AMany of our farmers have gone cut of sheep
raising, aud not nearly the number of sheep are
now kueptas there was a fuew years ago. The
rearon given for thus reducing the flocks is that!
wool 15 50 clics that 1t dues not pay to keep
sheen  Bui, granting that wool is low ypriced,’

sheep Lusbandry is more yrofitable now than:
when wool brought from thiriy to thirty-five cents i
a puund, from the fact thal muttun is so much:
dexrer, and the dvwand for fat sheep greater. In .
relation $0 the weight of the carcase, the wool is
only sbout onc-cighth; so tho great objoct in !
keeping sleep shiould be rather for the yrice of
the meat tkau the wool.  Mutton is fally two or
three cents a pound highier now than when far
mers soid their wool at a Ligh figure—result, a
tter net profit than the difference in_tke price .

those whv own slicep at the prescnt time have
property worth more than ever before. Then,
agein, what a price will be given for eerlylambs;
f and bow eaperly they are seught afler both by
shippers and botchers.  With attention to breed
ing. and jsoper winter quarters for the ewes,
| cerly lambs may be ezsily raised 2nd go! ready
- for werket when lamb corinands the highest

prce. With such inducements for profitable

sheep raising, it seems simapge that farmrs

should persist in discoursging this brsuch of
: siock ratsing beeruse wool hajpens $0 be clieap.
' A bulcher, doing 2 large whelrsale business,
assared ts rvoenily that be never found sheep
and lamls 50 scarce 25 noxw, and = large avea of
coualry Las o o¢ travelled over beiero & suitable
lot can be gathered together for shipment.

A fock of sheep should double therselves cach
Jear, ed the early lambs will sedl for guite as
moch as the abeep cost fn the Srst plzce, thus
leaving the parent stock and wocl tn the good.
In fact, shetp bereeding is one of the best paying
branches of mixed farming, especialiy in this
coentry, with its dry climate and rich pastares.
There is no country in the worid where sheep
thrive 0 weil. ar¢ 30 free from disezase, and 2tiain
seca jerfection, as in Cansds. Those farmers
whe are negiecting this important icdasiry are
standing in their own iight , and these who have
kept tp their flocks by cardd.l breeding, bave
never done 20 well as daricg the past few years.

XPRING ¢CARE oF BREFDING SO0FS
On izany farms the boeeding soxs are perhags
the meal proflatir slwi. Iiat the prefit us

Iazgely depenedent Gpe the safo rranng of good. !

%z0d litters. We know 30 wxl! bew much dr-
pends cpon praclical experience ia e safe rear
iag of lazge Litters, that we slail nat attrmjd lo
give minste insirwcli as for e ravice mm sach
case. It is recommended, for safelw, f the
weatbes be crid, to take the P fiom thc v as
fast a3 tkey are dropred, n a warm baskel, to a
warm roon. and keep them wama Gl the sow s
resdy o snchic them.

Ia this case. il 15 sapposd that ke szox o
quile decile, and will Dol be alarmed at the
poesence of an aliendant.  When the sowx is done
farrowing, 3 warm bian siop, ®ith x gill of builed
Siaxveed 3%irnd in, should be ziven lLer.

Waen 81« kas taken this, the pigs may be
brought to brr L0 suckie, and they will waually
commence their work with activily.

The sow musl be fed sparingly for a few days,
20 35 ok to ;roduce or keep wp a feverish con-
dition of the sysium. Bul when this danger is

of wool then and now would make So tal: "o s on £ them (and it msy be skim-

| considered what a draught this is npon hersystem.

" After they are ten to twelve days old, they will
i drink threo pounds of milk each per day. This

-will require the sow to produce twenty-four
' pounds per day-—as much as an ordivary cow.
"To du this, she must be fed on the most nutritious
foud. Two hundred pounds of oats and one han-
dred jounds of corn, ground together, with one
piut of linseed oil'meal added to esch day's food,
the whole cooked, and given in a thin slep, will
Lo as good a diet as can bLe found. This will
yroduce milk that will fill out tic jackets of the
Tittle pigs, and make thum grow to your satis-
faction.

After the pigs are three weeks old, they should
bu taught to take cow’s milk by thanselves, as
part of their food.  The sow can nat furnish all
the food they want after that period. But the
pigs should get all the food they wan?, so that there
may be no check in their growth. If you have

med milk), then give them ground oats and shorts,
cooked with ouefifteenth pert flaxsead. Feed

| this blood-warm in & thin slep. They will soon
eat it greedily. It will slso bs casy to wean fhe
( pigs from the dam on thus feod.  This small pro-

portion of flaxseed wall asaist 12 keceping the pigs
healthy. It:s well to wean the pigs at abont six

1 weeks old, but not befure that, and do 1t gradu-

ally, so as rot to injure the sow. After weaning

t the pigs, the sow should be fed hberally, 50 as to

soon reenver from the heavy draught that the pigs
have made upon ber. When grass comes she
' should have a good pasture, as this will be 2
, healthy situation for her to recover and get
| ready lor zuothier hitter. A succuessiul breeder
should Le kept for that parpose till four or five
Fyears old.

Now the feeder musi remember that pigs shonld
never stop growing until ready for sale. The
aum should be to bave the pig increase in weight
at lrast one peund per day until ten wontks old,
and then hie is veady for sale, as more profit can
then be courted on than ever after. It is gener-
ally trae that cvery pound put on aiter that costs
more than if will bring. Quick returns are the
rule in pig-feeding.

CARE NF SHEET

A faraer, 10 bo suceessinl, should never sell 2
or abieep, bt seil fatl coes and fatien the poor
ones.  Seme farmers do net stable sheep, dzim-
ing that they cxu uake them thave vat-of-doors.
Now it is 2bsurd tn teil penple that sheep will do

ster out-oi-donry, and that it dots not pay
sheiter them. & man that cxu make a sheep fat
cal i the wet and cold wald make s good suc-
ooss of ferding in shelter, if bo would put Lis at-
tention to s work hike Iie wotld have to oui-of-
doors. A man shorkd never keep more sheep
than e can sbelter mitheut crowding, although
srme¢ breeds wall stand erewding more than others
will.

The first thing 1n feedicg 1s to be regular. Feed
at a certain heur, and then stick to that time;
for wheve fecding 18 done with regulanty you can
goabon: tho siabic and sheep will nol pay any
alteation to yoa ualil the feeding bour.

Second 15 ciranliness.  Kerp the troughs clean,
and do pot 1ol them siand in the wel manure, but
um pleoly of siaw.

Third, T would say that good hay or corn-fodder
sheuld be need.  If you have poor bay, feed it to
the catile, but never to the aheep.  Cora shelled
sad mixed with oals and bran makes a good feed,
but when the farmer Eas the money it is zood to
buy oil-meal; bol we do not always bave 3be

Puensd, sbe wnat be el with special rebcmos o

mako certain that they get salt, mix a small
amount with tho grain, for some feeders are apt
to bo forgetful when it comas to giving on a cold
morning.

The last, and most important, is water. A
greal many farmers claiwn that shecep do not need
any water. I often wonder how they would like
to o fed on bread and potatoes for six months
without water. Water is nccessary to animnal
cxistence, aud why deprive them of 1t?  To feed
successfully, sheep should have water accessible
at alt times.  In these days of bored wells it will
pay a farmer to have a well by the shecp stable.

Do not scare your sheep, but make thew know
that you are their friend, and they will thrive;
and it will be a pleasure to stand in the stable
and watch them crack corn and eat bay without
beiug on the watch to see if any danger is near.
Shoot all stray dogs and some that are not stray.
I believe the best motto would be, shoot all dogs
not witis their owners, and it would be better for
the farmer and shepherd.—National Stckman,

LAMBS IN APRIL.

An exchange seasonably remnarks that it is not
only necessary to have the lambs early, Lut also
to kecp them growing. In addition to that which
they derive from their dems, a fced of oats, cather
whole or ground, will cause them to keep in
health and grow rapidly. In fact there is no
grain so well adapted to feeding to sheep as oats,
and they are very foud of such.  OQze of the dif-
ficulties in allowing sheep end laanbs on the same
pasture 1s that the lambs are hable to all the ills
that affect the older ammals, sach &s cough, dis-
temper, and if the pasture is wet perhaps the
foot-rot may cause trouble. The lambs should
not be permitted to remain with the flock, as they
cau be more easily and properly cared for when
scparated, and as it 1s the carly lamb that Lrings
the Inghest price, every cffort should be made to
secure it.— Farmer and Fruit Grower.

FEED THFE LITTLE FIGS.

When a lot of pigs are running togsther, the
larger and stronger ones get what they wunt to
cat, but at the expense of the little ones, which
have to be thankful if they get off with a whole
skin, It alone having snything to cat. I s board
is nailed so that thc smaller ones can get through
the fence into an adjoining yard or pen, they can
there be fed mere liberally and have a chruce to
get their rations in peace. On xccount of water
and shed-room it sometices is not conveaient to
divide thic lot and keep the smaller ones uy them-
selves, bat by the armangement of procding food
for them in s soall adjuining pen they can lave
as 5ood a chanco as the rost.

Surerr should have their feet trimmed al lcast
twice 2 year. If they are not irinumed the hoof
turns under al the edges and relains & mass of
filth and diri which is apt to canse foot-rot

Rexr a fow sheep on the farm, if not many.
Wool mill always bnog cash at some price, and
it comes ofi when there is Ittlo else to scll. Mut-
ton always sclls well, and 18 always good for tho
table. Keep sheep.

Sruxc pigs, as A rule, are worlh more than 2ny
others. Itis of much importance therciore that
25 many of them as possiblo should be saved. If
lost, the main profiis of the year are gone. Con-
sidering thermn as a source of wealth to the
broader and the nation at large, great care shounld
be taken in providing for their safe delivery and
in 30 arranging that they may thrive and do well
from the first. XNo one having sows i farrow at

this Sime should allow them bo be meghtebed— -




