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gate, vshe will not have to work so hard as poor Cicley, for
go littlo.”

CHAPTER 1V,

¢ Madame has determined to buy a property at 8t. Olound ;
sho snys it is charming, and sho wishns Auvguste to bo a
proprilaire, 1'm suro Madamo thinks he'll bo ut the top
of sociody dircotly, Poor Augusto! I think e will often
lament Lisson Grovo and bis protiy garden.” °

¢« \What is booomo of the magasin, flo 1" inquired Mre.
Wilkinson, with some anxietf.

Ten yoars bavo elapsed sinco our last chapter, when
littlo Flo received the paternal permirsion to dovelop her
talont, and Flo is grown into a very pretty little woman,
still on tho sunny side of thirty, oxtremely well dressed,
and bearing a look of eage and comfort that are & very
pleasant advancs upon her girlish stato.

Mrs. Wilkinson, too, is bandsomely and solidly dressed,
and tho baro scantinoss of Ivy Cottago has been replaced
by competonoe, and clegant if somewhat bright furniture,

“ What is to becomo of the magasin, Floi™

“ Do not be afraid, mother,” exclaimed Flo, throwing her
arms round her mothor's neck, and kissing her demonatra,
tively. * Madname will not forget the magasin, never fear-
por you, nor me, nor any of her friends in Eng-
land.” And wbat do you‘think, mammy ? the magwe'n is to
be mino, my very own in five yoars, aud meanti I sam
to have all I can make, only paying Madame £50h . year
rent for it.”

' Yon pay Madame £500 a year rent.”

*QOh, wo shall easily do thal, Don't bo frightened,
mother, I havo nothing to do with figurea. Cicoly knows
all abont them ; she bas maneged them for tho last three
years, you know, for Madame, All I bave to do will bo to
design the toilettes and arrango tho coiffnres, and Madameo
herself will choose the very loveliest matesials that Paris
can supply. Only think, the softest and loveliest gauzes
and tissues, and all that bas to ba done to make thom up
in the most becoming costunmes! ”

Flo spoke with the entbusiasm of a genunine artist, and
seemed st the moment too muoch wrapt in the contempla.
tion of her future triumphs to be able to inform her
mother sedately of the chango that was in contemplation.

Madamo Labalastriére, who had conduoted what she called
8 magasin de foilettes in a quiet street in Mayfair for some.
thing like ten years, bad now realized what she considered
a fortune, and was anxious to establish her son as & gro-
{:;‘aair: in his native land. It is doubtfnl, ?erhnps, whether

. Augusto himself quito shared his mothor's anxiety on
this subject, His recollections of his country wero recol-
lections of trouble and sorrow ; ho bad grown accustomed
to the English lifo and to the English climate, and he had
grown gecustomed also to his mother's brisk little co/ a-
boraleuse, who considered it a duty toseizo overy opportunity
of conversing in French, and who never got beyond her
grotesquo blanders or lost her very English pronunciation.

But if Augusto heaved a gentle sigh as ho thought of
theso things, ho was much too well dicciplined to raise any
objection ; and if Mademoiselle Flore, 65 she was called at
the magasin, took pleasure in discoursing with her brown-
eyed noighbour, she felt nothing for him but the purest
friendship, for 1ié was not a foreigner Y

In due course the Labalastri¢re's proity cotiage was let
to a fresh tenant, and M Auguste hal startod as French citi- |
zen ; but he had found a country life verylittle to his taste,
and tefore many years were over his head he contrived ‘o
establish business relations with cerlain mercantilo houses
in Paris and-in London, which not only gave him occupation,
but which largely increascdl his income , so that when at.

longth Madame/a mére considered that the timehad come for
him to enter into the holy stats of matrimony, she folt her-
sclf in a position to make overlures for the danghter of a |
wealthy bsnker— overtures vwhich were reseived with satis-
faction both by the parents of the lady and by thelady hes-
self. Apiim: went cn and France rested from her troubles,
finding at least a temporary peace under her citizen kiog,
M. le Vicomte de Labalastriére was a well-known and ex-
tremely uscfal perscn in bis simple court, highly esteemed |
by the king for bis integrity ayd knowledge of Earopean
affairs, and honourably distinguished by the profeund re-
spect with which he always treatel the noble-leoking lady,
his mother, who gave dignity to his sals, and whe was
generally regardel by those who honoured his réunivns ag &
{rue relic of the ola ned ‘esse.

Meanwhile, Flora Wilkinson, with the help of her sister
Cieely, conducted tho magasin de foletles, and notably in-
creased tbe clientée. Madame Labalartrigce bad shown
her discrimination when she recognized F¥lo's latent
genius for costume; it was the one genias sho possessed-—
the talent which raised her above tho common folk. Flo
was indeed in all other respocts the simplest creaturo that
ever breathed, Animated by devoted affection for ner own
fomily, and by unqualified adiiration of all tho members
of 3¢, from her father to little Matthew, beyond this the
might te said to have no feeling. She was kind to every-
ono, but with a kindness of indifferenco; and the whole
world of tho intollcct was to her as & sealed book; the
sweotest lines that poet ever framed awakened xothing
boyond s passing enjoyment, and she would fall asleep
even over tho sorrows of the Bride of Lamnmermoor.

But to £eo her in her workroom, surrounded by the ma-
torials with which sho wrought her wonders, no wrapt
sibyl was ever more ethercalized. Tbo boxes which hold
hor stufls wero to her what the stops are to the musician,
what tho voices of natare aro to the poet. Her wholo face
and form assumed a new oxpreasion, working by an inner
law of harmony, of which sho was only vagunely consecions ;
d:to' :mated beauty, and tasted the pleasure of the irue
artist,

That sbe produced wondorfal effccts, and know g0 woll
how to et off tho persons of her clionts that the work of
inferior madsts beoamo insufferable, nood hardly bs said.
To bo in her workroom was positive pleasure to her, and
sha bad a facalty for atiracting to herzelf young women of
kindred talent, over wbom her sarneat and sixaple character

coupled with her matchless superiority in her art, gave her
great authority. Sho was an arfiste happy in her art, but
novertheless she had a very real and material enjoyment
of her home, and of tho honour in whivh eho counld not fail
to be held there, )

Iyy Cottagn had enlarged its borders, A preity low
drawing-roomn opened on to a wmossy lawn, and new hed-
rooms had beon added, though, to eay tho truth, .
were not £0 many livivg in it as wheo the four bedrooms
had lodged them all, for Qicely at last made up her mind
to reward the faithful attachment of Mr. Matthews, who
in the old days bad found it so imposrible to interest Flo
in volgar fractions, Jawes hind started as & doctor, and
had a fine iouso in Savillo Row. Charlie, whoso health
was rather delicate, and who was of a domestic tnrn, had
succeedod Cicely as Flo’s bdokkeeper : and Fiu, » did her
best to control lier exultations when Matthow, now a
bright young fellow of three-and-twenty, brought homoe his
prizes and Inid them in her lap. Matthew was the echolar
of the family, tho sweet.natured, gentle boy to whom
learning cemeo lhke gratefnl food, and who wouud, the
mother and sittor londly hoped, te o clergyman before
mMANnY more years wero gone.

Lovely Rosalind, who will be lovely till her dying day,
had now lighted on casier times; her husband was a Q.C.
and a Recorder, title .uggestivo of flutes and dulcimers,
and other barmonious creations to tho uninitiated. Her
boys and girls wero as tall.as herself; the eaid boys and
girls, by the way, generally zontrived to let Aunt Flo know
when they wanted anything; not that one among them
bad the slightest idea whence Aunt I'10's Fortunio’s purse
was kept 80 well filled. Indeed, it is to be feared that they
might bave been shocked, and even disposed to feel
aggrioved, if they had connected it or her with trade,
though their maternal grandfather had been in the hards
ware lino in Birmingham, It was Flo's will as well as their
patents® $hat they should remain ignorant of the fact that
she was a working woman. Was ghe the only working
woman who had shrank froma the bard criticiem of inex-
perivnood youth, and been content to lavish on it tho earn-
ings of an industry it would despise? Itis diftieuit for the
witest to sco things as thoy aro in this world, with its
golden mists and sullen vapours ; perhaps it is well that
we should be over gentle to the young ones who have tho
assurance of those to whom little is known,

It came to Flora Wilkinsun, not once, but many times,
to hiave the option of marriage, and more than once Flo
had been tempted to follow the examplo of her mother and
sisters ; but it must be confessud that she never either felt
or inspired a great passion ; the men who were anxious to
marry her had all a fall appreciation of the commercial
value of her talent, and this Flo was shrewd enoagh to
perceive, Sho decided that it would bo safer not to admit
& partner who mighs derange tho comfort of her father and
mother, or interfere with her relations with her brothera
and sistexrs. To be Madame . Yes, it would be nico
to have somuone with whom to sit vis-a-vis at dinner; but
then would not a fote-¢-tete dinner be rather eolitary after
tho full table at home? Then to order the dinner, to
superintend the bouse; of coureo she would havs to have
another house. No, Flora concluded, the disadvantages
were greater than the advantages. Miss Wilkingon she
had been, and Mits Wilkinson ghe would and did remain.

j And no one who saw the spnightly little lady steppang from {

the pavement in front of Ity Cottage into ber pretty little
carriago—no one but herself ever recoliected that thie was
hittlo Flo—the ** Dunce of the Family.”

CHRISTMAS AND 1HE SATURNALIA.

No one who celebrates Chelstmas should be disiarbed by
the fact that not even the munth in which Jesus Chrst was
boto, much less the day, has been ascertained,  The fesuval
of the Nat.vity has been celetrated io January, May, Septem.
ber, O.tober, and December.  No histontan .:ctends to ix
the date at.which Chiistmas becam. a general festival,
Atout al! that is knuwa is, that duiing he founh century the

‘Feast f the Nativily was obseived by the Western churches,

and that ia the six:h centuiy Easternand Western Chnisiians
ucited in celebraiing it <o he 25.h day of December. 1t
is well known that certain Christmas customs ougioated 1n
the pagan tites of the arcient Diu ds and Romaos.

Frcm the D nids came that baoging up of the mistietoe,
wahich still retainsitsholdin Ecgland.  The grim old Saxons
who Lurn huge bonfires to Thut, transm.tied to our Enghish
ancestors the ceremony of Luming the Yule log.  Acd from
antient Giecks ard Romans came the custom of interchang-
ing presents and makins entertaioments, which matks our
observances of Christrca..

Ta ancient G cece the whole people, during the last days |
of Ducember, gave themselves up to fun and frolc. It was
the Harvest Home of vine-growers, which they called the
Festival of Bacchus. It wasa time of vowversal, if not of
riotous, gayety, and sore of our own Christmas customs ay
be traced to December gimes and usages of the Greeks that
were old when Socrates was young,

In Rome, long before the Cbristian era, we findthe origin.
als of cerntain Chiisimas customs, Some readers may re.
member short poems of the Rome satirist Martial, descrip-
tive of the ** December Liberty,” which distinpmshed the
observance of the Saturnalia, cighteen huadred years ago.

It was a time of uciversal present-making, as it 1s with ue.
Oa one occasion, Martial sent {o a fiiend acopy ot hiz owa

oems, and with it he seot a few lines of p.eticsd apolegy
or the meagreness of his present,  Now, mark what ﬁe
sags:

** T may seem toyoa stingy ot impolite, since in thismonth
of Deceraber, when nspkine, clegant shoc-fasteninge, wax
tapers, tablets and tapering vaves fillkd with Damascus plums
fly about in all directions, I have sent yeu nothing but my
own little books.”

A custom of the Roman Satarnalia, which came uachzanged
to our 1ime, is familiar to us all. We mean the three days’
holiday given to the slaves, The slaves in our Sawhemn

Stater, dewn to the close of the war, erjoyed this privilege.

.

Throughout the Roman E.mpire slaves, went about bare-
headed, except on the three great days of the Saturnalia,
when all were permitted to wear the cap of familiar shape,
wh]ich still 7~ - csas the Liberiy Capupon the tops of liberty
poles.

Schools and colleges all had a vacationduring the Roman
Saturnalia. There were particular kinds of toys made of
carthen.ware which weie sold only during this festival.
<Tamilies came together, Justias theynow do, to the unbound.
ed joy of thechildren ; and there was the great family din.
n}::r at which the children wete present, if never again duting
the year,

How are we to account for those coincldences? The ex-
planation is not difficult. When Christianity was first
preached in the Roman Empire, it was a message of hope
and comfort to the poor acrd the oppressed, and above all to
the great multitude of slaves whose labours sustaioed the
Roman world. We can dimly perceive, in the letters of
Pliny the Younger, acd elsewhere, the slaves gatheting on a
hilltop at the dawn of day to hear the Christian ticiogs, and
to patlake of the communion ; then separating for the
labours of the field and household,

The 6rst Christian copgregations in Italy were largely
composed of slaves and of the common people, though amoi g
thema were found cducated and highly gifted persens. The
carly Churistian teachers had the greatest difficulty to kee
their converls {rom joining in the pagan festivals, to whic
they had been accustomed, and whlc%znwere even needful to
amelivrate their hard lot and monotonous life. When the
Saturnalia came round, the Christian slave or freedman found
bimself struggling between the habits of his old life and the
clzims of his new faith. If he withstood the old, he missed
the only holiday which would be his during twelve mosths
of labour, If he yielded, his religious life might be injured
by contact with idolatrous rites,

Chnstian pastors, seeing the strife of habit with con-
science, wou'd seek for the golden mean between licenseand
prohibitation. They acted upon the printipal, that lhougih
there must b: unity in eseentials, there should be liberly in
noz-essentials, and love in all things. They took what was
good in the Roman holiduys and asscciated it with the birth-
day feztival of Him who came to bring peace on carth and
good wiil to men. .

Our pi'grim ancestors thought they were doing God's
service in trying tokill Christmas. Beingleamed in Roman
antiquities, they stigmatized the festival as the survival of a
pagan holiday., The first Christmas cccurred just after
their landing at Plymouth. December twenty-fourth was
Sabbath, ard busy as they were, not a hand was lifted to
work. The nextday was Christmas, and Gevercor Brad-
fgrd gad a grim pleacute in recording that no man rested on
that day.

They appointed a Thanksgiviog day at the end of Novem-
ber, which foop became the Puritan Cbristmas, a day of
family gatherings and unueual merriment. G adually, too,
old Christmas revived, aud thus it came foo pass that this
country is favoured with two festivals a month apart—one
the Harvest Home, and the other the nativity of the Saviour.
— Youth's Companton,

GARDENS OF THE SEA.

Amorg the many curious analogies born of modern inves-
tigation, none are more interesting than those showing stiik-
ing cases of parallelism in the habits acd customs of animals
whose environmente 2re totally dissimilar. The ccean bed
seerr » peopled with forms so resembling those of land that s
modification of structure to conform with their surrouncings
alone app s to be the point of difference. In driftiog over
ihe reefs 0u our Southern border this resemblance between
the creatures of Jand apd sea is extremely stuking. The ga-
dens of the lower world abound jn lavirh growth; trees,
shiubs, waving vines, are all reproCuced in the wonderous
foros of thesea, Here a forest of cural branches (Madre-
pora) 1aise their myriads of bristling pciots, each flower by
a delicate polyp and presentiog a nch olive-green tint in
contrast to tte deep bla€of ‘the chafinel-upon whose baoks
they grow.  Fuarce 8s crystal the water seems to intensify the
beauty of the objecs, even in the greater depths; gaily be.
decked fishes move lazily about, iving aed falliog ameng
the liviog branches, poising, pethaps to pluck tome morsgls
from a limb, in all theit motions reminding us of the birds of
the shute.  The.c gorgeous parrot-fishes are the sun-birds of
of the ses ; wendrous iints—ozare-blue, golden yellow, and
red—maik them. Some appear irridescent and bathed ia
metallic tiuts, as if encased in burnished armours, while
maoy more in modest gath, funad ia our colder waters of
the Nut.b, call to mind the robin and thrush, those welcome
harbingers of spriog. But it is not in their coluur alone that
the f<hes sesemble the birds ; it is in the home-life and love
of «fi.piiog that we find a close resemblance. Many are
nest builders, ercciing struciures as compuicated as those of
the birds, acd vqaalling them in design and finish.

THE Londen Lord Mayor's resolve to stop the Suoday
church parades is sald to have given great cfferce to some'c f
the city clergy.

THE Rev. A. C. Turberville, son of the late Mr. Tuzber-
ville, editor of the ¢ Eoplish Independent,” has bren ap-
pointed assistant to Rev. W. Pulsford, D.D., Glasgow.

DR. S1mON, principal of Springhill College, Birmingham,
has accepted the principalship of the Scottish Congrega-
tional theological }J, in room of Dr. W, Lindsay Alex-
ander.

AT Stoinoway a meetiopg has been held at which the
speakers’ denanciations of Sabbath desecratir n was (nthus:-
asucally responded to by a crowded audience of 2,000, Al
1he proceedings were conducted in Gaelic.

Tos Rev. A. Mearns, author of ** The Bitter Cry,” con-
tribues a paper on © Qutcast Lozdon” {o the December
4 Contempormy. *  Dir. Meains was educated for the minis-

| tiyin the Unitea Presbyterian Hall, Heafteswardsbrcame .

a Congxegallonxlut, and is now the secretary of the Congre-
gational Board of London Ministers.




