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_ yards, havo all tended to discourage sheep farm-
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SHEEP AND SWINE,
SHEEP FARMING.

Tho epecial advantages of sheep farming are
thus tersely summed up by Professor Brown:
 Fowor risks by death; two crops por aunum;
consolidating and manuring light soils; rich
manuro at all times; moro oasily kopt on poor
pastures; loss cost in buildings and winter man-
sgomont ; greater returns for money invested."

The limited size of the farms, the absence of
any largo aren adapted for sheep rums, and the
nocessity for providing fodder for six months
in the year, during which the sheep are in the

ing on o large scalo in Ontario. But Ontario is,
on the other hand, a country confessedly well

adapted to tho raising of sheep. The dryness of
tho atmosphere preserves them from the diseases
to which thoy are modt snbject, and if such com-

causgo the steamship companies ohargoe for sheep
at por head, it is better to raiso and feed large
sheep. Tn this, howover, as in everything else,
the demand must ultimately settlo the question of
production or supply, and it will bo the object of
the Commissioners to indicate what—according
to o fair view of tho wholo ovidence—is tho true
pelioy of the Ontario farmer in respect of shoep-
raising at this moment.

The sheep trade of Canada, outsido the domes-
tic demand, assmnes threo distinot forms : First,
there is the trade in thoroughbred long-wooled
sheop with tho States ; secondly, thero is a large
trade, mostly in lambs, for butchering purposes,
with the Statos ; and lastly, theroe is tho shipping
trade in mutton sheep for the British market.
Then, for wool, there is for the coarse wools a
large demand always from abroad, and o limited |
demand for local purposes at Liome, end, recently,
an aclive demand both for home purposes and
export for a medium wool, partaking largely of

sheep have their roprosentatives in the group
represented in the accompanying illustration,
8nys:—

**The United Statos has Litherto been ounr best market
for Cotswold aheep. The Kentuckians have besn our best
customers, and theyare very partioular about the quality
of the wool, making that a specialty, and we¢ have been
trying to breod our sheep to suit the taste of that market ;
and X am satisfied that, in the last ten yoars, we have made
a marked improvement in the quality of the wool. There
is & Qifferenos in the quality of the wool in different paris
of tho samo sheep. Thero is a tendonoy to grosser wool
ontho thighs. I consider that objectionable. The first
place where our Kontucky customars catoh hold of & sheop
is tho thigh, and if they find protty good wool there they
judge that it is good allover thebody. . . ., Wealso
uu{;ply Cotswolds for tho Wostern States—Missouri, Iowa,
Illinois, as well as Kentucky,"

This evidonce is sufficient to show that thero is
a constant and active demand for both thorcugh-
bred Cotswolds and Leicesters for breeding pur-
posés in tho States, with a prospect of the
thoroughbred Southdown being also in requost.—
Condensed from Report of the Ontario Agricultural
Commission.
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plaints as the rot have ever been known, it has
either been in the caso of a new importation, or’
the result of some scandalous negligence. Itmay
be broadly stated that in Ontario sheep are sub-
ject to no epidemics, nor, as a xule, to any fatal
form of diesase. And that Ontario is a most
favourable breeding ground for sheep is proved,
from the frequent reference in the ovidounce to
the United States as a market for our thorough-
bred sheep neecded to improve their flocks, and
which cannot bo advantageously raised on the
other side of the border line. The demand
abroad for the long close wools, in which a large
export trade has been done, while the twaeds and
other goods chiefly manufactured in Canada re-
quired a wool not profitably grown in this coun-
try, was for a long period a strong inducement to
the Outario farmer fo cultivate tho long-wooled
varioties. For mutton, they supplied a large
carcase, and mutton was mutton to many peopls,
no matter whether its quality, from & epicure's
point of view, was first-class or not. Even to-
day, in spite of the unquestioned preference of

COL8WOLDS.

the Down-wool character, and bringing a higher
price than the long.-wools. The evidenco on
these respeotive topics will now be noticed in dus
order.

POREIGN DEMAND FOR THOROUGHBRED SHEEP,

Fivst, as to the American trade in breeding
shoep, Mr. Russell, of Qichmond Hill, County of
York, says :—

Y have been bresding Cotswolds since they first came
into Cauada, and have taken prizes at tho principal shows
in Canada for Leicesters, Lincolus, and Cotswolds; buta
{ow years ago I soid off all but the Cotswolds, finding they
had better constitutionr, and were themost profitable. My
principal market is the United Sistes. Last yearI sent
filty to the States. In 1675 I sold all my yearling rams,
oight of them at an average of $105 a bead. I liave sold
owes of my owa raising at $300 per pair.”

He adds as follows :—

“ A number of Cotswold brecders have been springing
upin various parts of the United States, but judging {rom
their success, I am of opinion that the bost stock rams for
tho American continent will bo ruised along the north
shore of Lake Oatario. Ido not believe that there i as
suitable a soil and climato south of the Iaka. I do not
think the Leicveter wool has mora lustre than the Cotswold.
Of coarse Cotswald breeders could very soon impruve the
quality of thuir flevces, but the Americen trass principally
demands weight of fleece more than qaality, and the piofis
%0 the breeder is $o raize what is wanted,”

the British buyer for Down mutton of a moderate
sise, people are to be found who argue that, be-

Mr. Bnell, of Edmonton (Peel), whose fine
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A clover] field is the place to pasture hogs,
They come up in the fall in good prime condi-
tion for getting hardened in with corn,

If & good brood sow is rightly kept, the pigs
from her wiil more than pay for her keeping by
the sale of some over and above those intended
to be kept.

A small oarly-maturing hog is much more valu-
able than a larger one, as no more food will bo
required to raise two good quick-growing ones
than it will for a large, but slow, all lard hog.

Brood sows should be fed- on slops containing
plenty of vegetables. Rich food can be supplied,
but it will not do to have it too concentrated, -
Givo all the slops, rather watery, they will eat,

Young pigs will drink cows’ milk very soon
after they find out where the feed trough is,
1t should be supplied {0 them in plenty when
the litter is large.

A Goop many sick auimals are cured by too
much doctoring,

Pios are able to consume far more food in pro-
portion to their weight than either shesp or oxen,



