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nunmher of victima. What assaults. are madie ci,
nîan's faith anti maraIs ini these liaurs of dissipation 1
Wlîait bliviousness oftemnperancc anti dtcncy I 1-loiw
many Clîristians at the enofu the sacred day art less
pure andi more guilty 1 I

*rhe- swiss ilishapis arc not alone in tîmis gondi work.
T'le Courrer de Tarn t Garonne, in France, quotcs
tramn an 'lInstruction pastorale " by the Ilishiop of
.Nontauban, ini which lie uses language cqually strong
SL.et this public scandai ceaie front our rilidlt thie

national diuîgrace of the profanation of the Lard's Day.
Forni anîong yoursclvea a league %vhich shahl bc
couragcoausly cairrieti out-a Icague for tic restoratior.
of the Sabbaîh in aur dear country, the day of rcst
antirepose. In the naine of religion, andiin the naine
af France, we implore yau ta do so. Faîliers and
inothers, you who arc tilt licads o! families, kecp hioly
the Sabbath I)ay, andi sec if God (tocs not givc vau
H-is blessing. He will bleas you in your hionte anti
ini your chiltiren. Mlanufacturera anîd lieats of large
establishnments, sancmmfy andi lielp others ta keep lîoly
the Sabbnîh Day. You owc it to Goti as a duty, to
Hlmi %vho givetis yots ail thmngs richly ta cnjoy,» etc.

It is an important sign of the tiîîîes that the Sab-
bath, fioni a Christian point of view, is thus defendeti
and urgcd upon the attention of people notorious for
their neglect, flot only of tilt religions observance,
but of the commun decencies duc ta the sacreti day
of rcst.

As 1 write, an stem of news crimes tram anather
Counrtry Cqually, if flot more heedless of the respect
due ta the Sabbath, than those referreti to-I meanu
Germany. It is to this eflect :"At Ilerlin, i,ooo
carpenters; and joiners have petitioneti the Govcrn-
ment tu protect them front Sunday labour ; white rit
Drestien, the directors of some large glass warks
have dismissediai their men, about iooo, on accounit
of their refusai ta work an Sundays." WVhen the
question o! Sabbath rest la being discusseti by the
labouring classes, who %vert supposed ta be indiffer-
cnt ta, tht subite, there is sanie hope for improve-
ment in Continental camîntriès. They arc the class
who are moat affecteti by the question, anti who shoulti
be ever ready joyfully ta sing :

This is the day of rcst;
Ouir failing sirength renew.;

On weity brain anti troulrd bieast
Shedi Thont Thy lrethcning dew.

Toranto, Februelry, xSy;. T. H.

PRES) YTEARI 4N M ISSIONS A T FIL E
IiILLS.

The group of Indian reserves, situateti in the File
1-lUis District, andi about eiglîteen miles north.east
froni Fort Qu'Appelle, have a population o! about 4oo.
Althaugh lying su near an aId seutlement, no provi-
sion Jiat been matie for educating the chiltiren, per-
liapa because it was cansidereti ta bt uttcrly useless
ta make an attempt, as there %vas no prospect of suc-
cess. But, in tlle fait Of 1884, an etTort was madie, nti
a school openeti ta rescile the pour heathen frrnt ignor-
ance andi superstitition. The school proveti a miserable
failurc, awving pariîy ta the tencher's unipupularity,
causeti, no tioubt, by tht rebelliaus nature of the limes.
After lingering eight months, the school was closed ;
and the reserve lapseti into a state warse than the for-
mer. It %vas in this state that 1 founti things ivhen 1
arriveti ta take charge on September 15, 1886.
During the rebellion o! 1885 the schoolhousc hati
been broken into, and a quantity of provisions (the
property af tlle teacher) stolen ; andi the building re-
niaineti in a dilapidateti state until My arrivai.

After waiting about thrce wceks, the schoolhouse
wvas matie fit for use, andi 1 attempted to open schooi,
but faund the natives atageiher oppaseti ta thetre-
opening. After ,hard flghting, in which 1 receiveti
very valuable help [ram Mr. WVilliams (Indian agent)
and staff, wha have been vory kinti ta me since 1
arriveti here, 1 manageti to get ont pupil, anti fram
this amail beginning 1 have struggleti on, until, witil
GodIs belli, I have a school of about 1wenty-six, andi
an average attendance af betiwcen sevcn and eight.
The pupils are beginning ta take an interest in their
work, but 1 do flot expect to sec very great resuits
for a considerable tinie, as, frrat a na;tve experience
of seventeen years, chiefly in Australia andi Newv
Zeahand, anti fram the reports of the varions mis.
sionary societies in the North-West Territories, 1
amn confident that resuits front tiisionary --vork are
things of slow growth.

MHE CANADA PRESBYTERLAN.

Tite natives an tîmese reserves are considereti ta bc
aloîlgat the wvorst in the tNorthà.%Vcst, anti, altlîougli t
I amn vcry flati ta bc able to spcak weil cf thein, I1
arn obliget in admit that thîcre is a great deat of truth i
in the statenient ,but this mnai<s.nie the miore anxi- h
nus ta try ta do tlmet gooti. Tîîey setcin tu ghory ini
what la immiioral, ant ibis neccssarmly formas the chiie(
tapic for ronversatimi. Tlîty are alsa, as a rule, very 5
lazy ; but titis, I thînk, is owîing ta the sys(ci of
Civing ationîs %vilthut properly recognizing the vaile
af laboaur in the wvay ai mîette, but 1 ana glati notice
that in nunîcrous instances labour mecets %vith ils re-
ird on Ihese reserves. lividences of the lack of!

clcanliness are cverywvhere visible. ThIeir mîarnîage
regulations are also vtry lax, an Ill vil îe is purchaseti
hy mnuas of horses, the prîce rangîng froîîî ciglit ta
as loiv as ane hiorse, mîarrying for love being ont o!f
the question. Notwîthstanding ail Iluese bath habits,1
combineti with the grossest ignorance, I can sec that ahi
Ille gooti lias not been crîîslied ont, andi 1 have Ilopes
thiat thiese polir degradeti heatiien ail yet becie UIt
servantîs of thîc MNoat litgh, andt returfi thanks anti
praise ta Goti, for sending înîssinnaries amongsl theni
ta teach thin the love of Goti anti the ivay ta heaven.

Tht spirit o! apposition ta the openmng o! schools
on tht reservcs is rapidly decreasing, antilt natives
aire begisining ta bc anxious ta have other schîools
openeti. Thty secin, also, ta be more inclineti tu
wvork, anti I try ta inîpress tupon thîem the reasonable-
ness anti necessity for labour. ln the matter o!
clcanliness, 1 tlîink it ivoulti greatly lîehp nie i! 1 hall
a aniall stock of timîner anti naîls. mii order ta help
theîîî tu make thîcir homles tiiore attractive, by assist-
ing thtm ta makie tables, etc. They <ho not appre.
date any thîey gel from, the agency haif as mucli as
%vitat they gel traint nie, because they thîink the
Government gootis are flot presenîs, but thîeirs by
riglît. 1 have rectîveti substaiîtial he'p from a gooti
ladian namei j ack, vhio has been aoie of tht grealest
warriors o! tht File Htlis Tribe, anti aas speaker for
the hate chit!, Little Black Bear (a gondti ad cliief, a
rnan ofigreai influence among tht Indians, anti always
loyal ta tht Govcrnnîent),.antI this jack la of the saine
type. jack stihi rî±tains con5iderable influence over
the Indians, anti is a truc fritnt ta the whijte mnan,
anti 1 believe is irying ta live a gooti lire, aihough lit
cannaI gel riti altogether o! luis Indian habits. He
often prays ta Goti, alîhougli iî may bc in a very i-
perfect manner-and I believe Goti %vili hîtar Mi. 1
think lie dcserves a reward for his loyalty ta aur
nisasion, anti 1 intentiet giving hlmi a nice avarni cap
o! a vcry bright colour. He saiti he avoultl like omît
mîadie o! fur, but if 1 give ont ta hini ahIl the others
%vili avant thent ; anti 1 am, sure hc wouîti valut it ten
iîes marc, anti it woulti have a inighty powver for
gooti, if saine goond brother or sister wvoulti mnake the
prescrit, as it la ver>' desirable ta encourage ail tht
Indians ta bc gooti, anti show practicahlly tuat ave
appreciate their e±fforts ta inaprove thleinscives.

1 %vish il %vere in nîy power to boartilt chîlîdren,
espcîalîy tiuring tht %vinter, anti then 1 shoulti ha-ve
morc influence over thieni, anti sec moare truits for my
labour, as the attentiance woulti be miore regular,
anti tht counteracting influences o! tht home lesa.
Another serioua dr.twbumck is the a-vant o! suitablc
reguhalions, in whicli tic îeacher's icrcîion shoulti bc
alloavetu obe useti, as tht preserit North-West school
ardinances for wihite schools arc utter>' unsuitable
for Northi-West Iniman schools; as are also tht reguha-
tians of the Ontario Indian schools, because the
Indians of these vasl plains have iticas anti customs
îîeculiar ta theiuiselves, anti il wilI bc a considerable
time belore these cati bc eradicateti; thus agent anti
teacher have ta contrai tht sclaools on a gondi untier-
standing betwveen themsclves, but shouldti hcy differ
in thîcir opinion, then contes the tailing back on tht
haws in force, viz., unsuitable rcguhations. I hope this
avili neyer bc Mny loi, as I arn sure tht iliciîhties met
avith ini dcating avith the Indians are quite cnough
for bath agent anti nissionary teacher.

The proý;pedts for Ilht future are moat encauraging,
alîhough the difficullies anti dîscouragements in tht
paît have been greal anti numerous. 1 hope, hovv-
ever, that tht Mission Board avilI urge upon the
Gavtrniment tht nccessity for making reguhations for
tht Indian schools of the North-%Vest, anti also pro-
vitiing areitençe forthet tacher. There isa slrip ot
landi the avholc Iength of thc reserve, anti only sixteen
chains avide, bttween tlle reserve andi tht landi open
for setulement, and the saiti strip of land is so narroav,

Lnd in such close proxiniity ta the reserve, that it is
îîterly unsalable, anîd I tlîink il would bc a graceful
ta well as a jîîdicious aici on Ille part af the Govcrn.
uient, la sel this apart as a mission reserve for tht
lrcsbytcrian Clitircli, siiiliar ta tht reserves belong.
ng tu allier Cliurclies,on wlîich wvc coulti place mission
buildings, and utilize it for suipporting a boarding
rclool, viz.. Lîy ranrlîing and cuIti%îating. 1 nin in
irgent miecti ofcloîlîig for old andi young, andtii its
and warin storklings are alîvayb a %velcoîne addition.
Illustratd Impers andi pictures af l kintis are a grerit
attraction, as well as enabling the Indian ta campre-
icnh the meaiîing of anytluing mmîtch more readily.
Thic simaili quarîtity o! clothing 1 have iready rc-
civeti lias becti a great help, andi enableti me ta keep
faitli riîh îny Indians ; but the supply :s utterly in-
ztdeqtiate, andi Ille cry is for more. Il makes my
icart bleettiIn sec these pour, ignorant and supersti.
lioua people, in neeti of clotlîing. 1 know they have
not niany rcdeeming qualities , but aur ancestors,
belore the elevating influence of religion was, in
God's mercy, brought ta thcm, %were flot much better,
antheUi Gospel %vil[ do the saine for them, althîough
in a lesser degre. Let uis resolve that we will ail do
îvhiat wve can, andi that at the great day Christ shail
bc able ta say of us: I was hungry, and ye gave
Nie meat ; tlîirsty, anti ye gave Mce drinkz; naketi, andi
yc clahtli me, sick, andi iii prison andi ye visitei Nle."

In conclucliîg, mny grateful anti hearty tlîanks are
due, first tu God, fur lîavisîg been pleaseti ta grant
nie success andi preserveti uie fram ail dangers ; ta
the dear sîsters of the Troronto, Nova Scotia anti
Wininipeg branches of the Wfoîiaii's Foreign 'Mis-
sionary Society for clothing, anti the kindly interest
thcy have taken in my work ; ta the Foreign Mission
Board andi kînti frientis at File Huils and ialler places
who have lielped nie. h remain yours grateuhly.

R. N. ToMs, Mlissionary.
Asuipiiôpia, N.- W. T, January iS, iSS7.

THE A VGIiTA TION FUN»'.

MNI. EiDKTioR,-l ain very sorry ta sec by your hast
J>RFsuv'iEmtiîN ilat the Augmentation Fund is flot
prospering as il oîmght to do, anti untier the heading
of!"i\lontreal Notes " Ibete is a poor showing of the
liberality of a number o! the Western Presbyteries,
such as Guelph, Saugeen, Bruce, etc. What la said
as ta a probable tailurc of help ta aur poor congrega-
tions in tht Province of Quebec anti Eastern Ontario
is a nielancholy fact, but little known or ïhought of
by these Western Preshyteries. Now the plain truth
is that, ont of tht tovns in Quebec, aur country con-
gregations, in maiiy places, have a liard struggle for
their existence, surroundeti as tlîey are by French.
Canadian Roman Catholics, anti the prospects getting
darker cvery year'. WVc know nov ton that these
saine French-Canadians arc mnking rapiti progress
in Ountario, anti unless ave keep a bright look out, they
avilI swaînp aur English-speaking Prote ;tants in a fetv
years along tilt bonndarj Uine. i liveti in aId timnes
in Quebec, anti knowv hoiv feeble are the Protestant
Chîurches in that Province, anti since then, tht in-
crease of the French-Canatiian population has been
ver grcat, anti their Chîurch is very wealthy andi
very powverftil, anti the only Church in Canada which
can legally exact tithes from ils people, anti which it
dts exact niost rigorously. Such a distinction
ought flot ta be ; but aIl deriominations o! Christians
shouiti be on tht same footing, and 1 trust sucli wili
scon be tht case. CANADIAN PRESavTERIAN.
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A CORDIAL SERVICE.

Goti avants flot a constrained, but a cordial service,
Ht spurns a cribbcti, confineti, grudging andi stinteti
obetiience. Ht claims the avhole heart. He eîcpects
the loyalty of the whole lite, even ta its minu-
test details. I "Jliatsoea'er ye do, do it heartily, as ta
the Lard." Ah I thîls hale, atd hcarty, anti whole-
saine, anti whole-soulcd acting in everything for Goti 1
Do you groan out, "IVhat a %veariness is it? I Do
you ba rgain anti tickcr avith Goti as ta exactly avhat
anti how nîncli? Are yau trying ta finti out how
littie service avilI be accepteti as yaur sharei If su,
you have flot IearneCi the flrst principles of filial
obedilênce ; you are ih a servant anti flot a son of
Goti. You need regetration--Ch.*Ian Standard.


