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DIVINE POWER AND HUMAN AGENCY.
HY PRINCIPAL GRANT, DD,

The discourse dehivered by Prnnapal Grant in Cone
vacation Hall, which has incited Bishop Cleary to
reply is as follows :

1. That power belangs to Gad alone is the con

sistent teachmy of the Od and New Testaments
Agam and agamn we are told that man by lamself s
nathing , lus wisdom, wealth, numbers, all alike
nothing. Yet here, between the two Testaments,
stands up aman whe says, * All power is given unto
me.”  No man hefore or since ever ventured to make
such a o un  And this man had always appealed to
the O ¢ Lestennt, and from Han the New has s
life! If He had morely asserted that e had all
ower 1 heaven no one could prove a negative.  But
1ere isd claim that can be tesied, for He asserts that
He has all power spearth  To no people wonld
such a claim sound so monstrons as to jc\vs To
them it was rank blasphemy  From ne other man, if
he were only man, would such a elanm be less expected,
for even the popular estimate of Jesus then and now
has always been that He was *meck and lowly,” the
last man 1 the world to arrogate to Himself anything
that He did not possess.  And at no other time dad
circumstances mal * such a claim so apparently
oppased to truth, for when the words were attered He
was simply, in the eyes of the law,a fugitive who had
escaped from justice, and one who had

SOMLHOW ESCAPED THE HANGMAN,

Yot He did speak these wards  We know that not
onc of His disaiples was capable of inventing them.
No mere man could have conceived or would have
uttered such words.  And the claun has been veritied.
AN power on carth s, we may say, already i the
. ands of Christan nations.  Verily, “the Galilean

1 s triumphed.”

The claimis astonishing. 1ts ventication by history
is still more astonishing. But, perhaps, sull more
astonishing to us is the conclusion drawn by Hum as
regards the duty of His disuples, i consequence of
all puner bung s, All power s mmne ; therefore
I will do all that is aceded, s what aman would have
said.  What He says s, = Hhe nower 1s given to mee,
go ye therefore.”

But, how dinine 1 ats wisdem s this conclusion,
though it 1s the direct opposite of our wisdom ! Mark,
in what perfect accordance it 1s with the fundamental
law of the ivne Government:  That law may be
expressed i these words .

ALL THE POWER 15 GOW'S, AIT UHF AGFNCY OR IN-
STRUMENTALITY IS MAN'S,

Ilustrations of the working of this law in the king-
dom of nature, w the story of the Church, and in
the formation of character, ! gave youa fortmght ago,
and those ilustratiuns might be muluphed from every
department of life.  Everywhere we are indebted for
cnjoyment, or improvement, or the accomplishment of
our plans to human agency, and, while giving all the
glory to God, let us never forget to acknowledge the
agents that He uses.  Every man’s own business will
suggest to him the aptest illustrations, and it is
quite unnecessary for me even to suggest others.

We sce the law exemplified in the bistory of the
Church, both in Old and New Testament times, and
ever since.  We are apt to thunk that everytlung was

done miraculously and abnormallyin thore days No
view could be mvre crude and more opposed to the

facts, s o rule, cverytlung went on as naturally as
cvents i our day.  Miraculous  ageney was very
sparingly usced, i accordance with what has been
called * the law of parismony.” The Old Testament
gives us the lustory of thousands of years, yet almnst
all the miracles cluster around two eries 1 the nstory
of Israel. the arst being the epoch connected with
the Exodus, when, humanly speaking, it secmed far
from improb.ble that Isracl would succumb ta the
arganized power, unvihzauon and rebgion of Egvpt, o1
degenerate into a mere Bedoun tnbe . the second
being six or seven centuries later, the cpoch com-
mencing with Elijah, when all signs, so far as man
could sce, indicated that the fate of Tsracl was to
SINK TO THE 1.OW 1L.EVEL

of the surrounding Semitic heaticnism, In the
Gospel we have recorded the mirarles of Christ. It
was fitting that nuracles should be wrought by Him.
Never were miracles sn suited to the accasion, so
beneficent, so beautifully symbolic of the constant
working of Divine power in naturc as Hiw,  And yet,
what daes He saz  iLis disuiples, sumediately after
telling them to believe Hum “fut the sery works’ sake ?”
Listen, and if you du nut understand, have humility
cnough to be silent * Venly, venly I say up o you,
he that believeth on me the works that I do <hall he
do also ; and greater tworks then these sho-l he do.”
Therc are persons wha in the name of relicwon refuse
to believe that emphatic promise of Christ  But the
promise has been fulfilled. Christ healed <le few
blind men wham He met on carth , but yew, through
the wisdom and skill and love that He gives to His
people, thousands of the blind are being healed in
everyland  You say that He healed supernaturally,
while we heal in arcordance with natural causes.

Certainly. But, the supernatural work was to point
aut that the power behind natural law is divine.
Hence it is that His mimacles are

ALWAYS IN SCRIPTURE CALLED “SIGNS,”

signs, that is, of a power that we may avail oursclves
of. At Pentecost, three thousand were converted.
Last year by the agency of nussionarics fifty thousand
in heathen {nnds were comverted.  In both casces, the
power was divine At Pentecost, men from a dozen
different countries heard the apostles tell the nighty
works of God, “every man in his own language.”
Now the Bible 1s translated into hundreds of langu-
ages, and by the agencies at work nulhons instead of
thousands arc bemg reached. And we shall sece
greater things yet, greater tnumphs over nawre,
‘:rc:\lct wonders in the kingdom of Grace, 1f we only
ay hold of Him whoholds all the power is His handa

We sce the same law excmplitied i the buslding; up of
character.  You do not grow n any virtue by giving
or hearing glowing descriptions of that virtue  Preachs
g or hsteming to cloquent scrmons will not redeem
you from sclfishness ar from the donunance of any
bad habit or the practice of any sin. Mo, there s no
other way for us but the ald-fashioned way of diligent
practice i the opposite direction.  When you know
what 1s nght,

“PERFORM 1HL DOING OF 11,°

is the imjunction of Scripture.  God, says St Peter,
has given to you all things that pertam to hfe and
godliness , thergfore, do you gavealdl diligence to make
those thungs yottrs, so making your calbing and election
sure.  Work out your awn salvation, says St Paul,
becanese 1t 1s God that worketh an you,  All the power
is God's, but far from that meanmyg that we may fold
our hands and do nothing, it means the very opposite.
{t means tl:wt, therefore, we are to be up and domg
without delay, to do with all our mith what our
hands find to do.  There is no other way of growing
m knowledge, wisdom and spiritual strength.  ‘The
observance of ritual, the listening to stirring sermons,
learning Catechisms by heart will avail nothing.
Tongue feace, arguing with other  denommations,
'J.'Im,iorir\g your neighbours will avail less, Thuse
things tend to foster selfishness and prde.  Lhe one
thing needed on your part is action. The power s
Mine, He savs, go ye therefore and do your duty.
Do not be afraid of the difficulies i the way.
“ Wherefore criest thou unte Me," says the hiving
Gnd 10 Maoses 5 ¢ speak unto the hildren of Isracel
that they go forward.”  Fhe consuousness

THAT YOU ARE GOD'S AGENT

or instrument will keep you humble, and at the same
time give you the inspring assurance of victory.
*“Without Me, y¢ can do nothing,” says the Lord,
and then He adds, ** ye ave my fniends, o/ ¢ oo what-
soever 1 commandyorn”  Inother words, tf:c wite thing
required of us is to do our duty as obedient agents of
our Lord.

2. Let us now consider the next clause of the Great
Commission, “ disciple all nations.” ‘T'his second al/
is as wonderful as the first. 1t was opposed to alt
previous apinion and practice, so much so that it was
not understoad by the disciples, plain s the language
is, for years and decades after the commission was
given.  According to the wisdom of the ancient world
the palisical existence of a natton was bound up with
it religion.  The nation could nit chanye sts religion
and live Hence Jeremiah ks, hath any changed
ire garlde®  Certainly not Sach o dung was vut of
the question. - Nather could it give s gous to any
other nation. The practical wisdom of the koman
Empirc recognzed indeed the newessity of tolerating
the religions of all the people under its sway, and,
therefore, when Chnstamity had become a power,

lace would have been found for Jesusin the Pantheon
if that would have satisfied the Clristians.  The Jews,
believing 11 One God, believed that there

COULD BE ONLY ONE RELIGION,

but, whether they accepted or rejected Jesus, their
idea was that all nations must enter into the universal
temple through the gate of Judaism, and submit 1o the
ordimnances of Moses.  In a word all athers must de-
nationalize themselves and become second-class Jews.

But the conception of Jesus is as high aliove the
Roman or Jewish ideal as heaven is above earth.
Make disciples of all nations, He says.  Thatis,as He
puts 1t elsewhere, preach the gospcg to them, be wit-
nesses of Me to them, make them My disciples.

In Him God speaks to the poorest and most
sin-stained sinner, saving. “ My child, turn from
your sin and be reconciled to Me,” and there 15 uy
land in which that message of wondrous lovc has been
preached whally in vain. To make a man a disciple
of Jesus is to infuse a new life into his nature. It 1s
to create a conscience in man,a .« *hing to the wis-
dom of the old world. How new it was we see in
the cclebrated letter of Pliny the younger to the
Emperor Trajan, some seventy years after the great
commussion was given. As governor of Bythynia,
Phny found the heathen temnles deserted and the
people all going over to the aew superstition called
Christanity. He made inquiries and found that the
Christians were good people  YWhut was he to do®
According to the laws of the twelve tables it scemed
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to him that he would have to stamp out any ncw re-
ligion, But he was a wise politician and felt that it
would he difficult to take that course,

HE ADOPTED A COMPROMISE,

and wrote the Emperor on the subject. He did
not seek out the Christinns or mstiute a general per-
serution, but if any were brought before lhc tr:hunals,
they were ordered to sacrifice to the gods and the
statue of the Emperor.  If they refused they were
unmediately pumshed,  Whether they were geod or
bad, * it was quile ciear to Pliny that nothing b t an
absurd superst.ition” and ¥ im{cxtblc obstinacy” Jhat
threatened the fundamental principle on which n.»
state was based would prevent any one from obeying
the mandate of Rome, The Emperor approved ol
Pliny's policy, and made it the law of the Ewpire.
And so war was regularly declared.  On the one side
the disciples, apparently helpless as sheep, on the
other side lmperial Rome, to oppose whose p wer
scetied about as senmble as to oppose gravitation.
The war lasterd for more than two centuries after thas,
and we know how it ended.  The Chnistians went on
making disciples, until heathen Rome becarse Chris.
tian Rome.

“Go ye, and disciple all nations.”  In obeying this
command, see how the law tn which [ have already
referred, “ the power God's, \ne agency man's,” has
been exemplified.  The gespel has gone as faras man
has gone with ity so far and no farther.  Angels have
not tccn sent to preach to the heathen. The Lbord
b s appointed men to he his agemts.  [f they are dis
obedient, He seruds nasubstitntes. 1 dn not find any-
where i Scripture that angels were sent to preach the
gospel.  Jesus would nat <ummon angels to his own
aid when the hour and power of darkness came upon
Him, ncither would He send them to share the work
that the disciples had 10 do, nor will He send them
now. He imposes the responsibility on us.

HE GIVES US THE HONOUR,

He trusts His cause to us, and, oh, shame! how un.
faithful 1o the trust we have been®  Sceplies ask, if
all pewer is in the Lands of your Master, how s 1t
that He allows thuusands of muthons 10 die wathout
hearing of the great salvation ; how s 1t that two-
thirds of the inhabitants of carth have never heard
His name?  That fact alone, they say, s proof that
Christianity is not of Gud. 1t #s a starthng fact, but
the reason is still mare starthing.  ¥or wise reasons
that we wan partly undeistand, Heleft the work m the
hands of the disaples.  They did their duty, but we,
their successors, are playing with the work. The bload
of our brothers is on our skirts. It cries to Heaven
against us.  Can the heathen be saved of we do not
send the Gouspel to them, it 1s sometimes asked ?
That, saud Mr. Spurgeon, to lus congrregation, is not
the question for us,  That is a matter for God. He
will do what 1s rnight, no doubt about that. But the
question for us to ask is if we do not send the Gospel
to the heathen, can swe be saved, for, he added, 1
very much doubt if we can.  Suppose the disciples
had disobeyed the command.  \Would their Lord
have cxcused them?  Certainly not.  How, then, can
we expect Him

TO EXCUSE OUR DISOBEDIENCE?

Do I mean that this great comnusston 1s given to
us as direutly as it was to the first disciples?  Yes,
I+ not the need as great?  Is not the Lord sull hving?
Do we not profess to be His disaples? e each one
of us thus command 15 addressed.

RF VI'RY SURE OF THAD.

‘There can be no doubt whatsoever of that Dol
mean that all of us are to go abroad as nusstonaries ?
Certamly not. But all of us can make disciples of Christ
at home, and all of us can take part in the work
abroad by our faith, our prayers, our gifts and sacri-
fices. \When a nation 1s at war every citizen does not
put on t' . red coat. But cvery citizen 1s interested,
and all contribute to the cost. The mother that
buckles the sword on her boy, the sister of mercy who
pro}mrcs It or scrves in the hospital, yea, the street
arab who cheers the soldiers as they march past, all
help according to their nature and their capability,
Pnd Christ's Church is at war, though many of us
seem hardly to be aware of it, and some of us scem to
think it bard that God should lay such « burden upon
us. What have we dong in this great var for man’s
liberty and man’s blessedness? How much have we
stniven, how much have we suffered, how much have
we pad?  The sum contnibuted by the Church uni-
versal fur fureign nusstons, would, 1 am told. pay the
dnink il of Great Bimutian for two days, and of the
United States for three days ! Is it wrong to say that
we are playmng at the work?

Make disciples of all nations. For the first time
n the ustory of the world, since these words were
spoken, there is no real difficulty in the way of obey-
ing them. Miracles! Are we blind to the wiracles
that Providence has wrought in our own day ¢ Must
a known law of nature be contravencd before we can
see that God has again given a “sign” to His Church?
Tler, if we had lived in Chnist’s day we would have
been blind to his muraddes, We, too, would have
shouted, * Not this man, but Barabbas.”



