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And on this sweet day, when on going out, the wind meets you
at every corner and says, ** You fool, why did you not by spending
more money with your tailor, prepare for such o day?” and siill
goes on whistling around you a yet more cheery tune (/) of days to
come, when it will be out of your power to feel its keeness that Lhave
now to write on fishing. "This is the time, too, when a visitor picks
up from the drawing room table—while the lady of the house is
spending such an inordinate amount of time in preparing that
toilette, which will eventually captivate—an illustrated magazine
in which he will sce the pretiiest of devices all in praises of—
Spring! {Oh, gracious, has the roof come off at Lot, then, or
can it be, that noise is due to the siglings of the servant girls for
their warriors, who dare not face the clements?,  In our picture of
Spring are, in the language of the pouts, nwidens fair; to some
prudish minds airily clad, gambuolling with little lambs and dancing
in the dells through which trills the rippling brook.  The picturesque
follower of Pan is piping, as is his delight, to his meandering herd ;
the trees, all in their garb of lively green, are made still more
alive by the notes of unseen birds, who return thanks for having
lived to another season. “This picture of Spring finishes up by
giving the idea of two Jovers wandering through dew laden meads,
lost to all save to themselves individually,

Such still is the portrait given of Spring.  Then if you please,
turn to the letter press ; the poet makes Spring pall upon you, the
thing is too good, no promise here, its Spring of the * bluc
bloodest” type, and its here now, encircling you with arms that a
modern divorce court could hardly unloosen. Now, having taken
all these sentiments and having got satiated with sweet scented
bowers, woods made glorious with the vocal strains of unseen birds,
the dew as diamonds scattered on the grass, you say * What an ass
1 amn not to have known all this before!™  OF you go, order
innumerable check waistcoats, investin summery unmentionables, and
issuc forth with a birds eye tic to take a birds eye view of
the surroundings.—This is what takes the glamour from your eyes;
this is what meets you ; something whistles round you, you can't
sce it, because your eyes are filled up with dust and other abomina-
tions—you look for blue clouds, which you were promised, they
are not there,—then,—and then only then, you o home, sadly, —
remove Stanfords masterpicce of a spring suit, get into bed,
send for the family doctor, in the meantime ordering up unlimited
suppliesof hot gruel (and rum) fivally collapsing to an attack of
La Giippe, heartily in your haste asserting ¢ all men are liars ”
more especially artists and paciical writers in Magazines.

Before starting to give a few hints on how to use the various
materials made for salmon and trout fihing, 1 would answer a
query to hand, of what to muke a good dressing for lines? “The
Lest I know of, and which has always given satisfaction, comsisis
cqual paits of raw linsced oil, and best copal varnish, boil this
mixture till it singes a feather (this should be dunc out of duors,
owing to the inflammable nature of the solution,) when cold put
the linc into soak—a week will he enough for a solid plaited line—
when thoroughly saturated, on the first fine day. put the line out
to dry, stretching at its full length, fastened at buth ends, and all
superfluous dressing being carcfully removed with a dry cloth—a
line should not be used for quite six months after drcssh;g’.

Flies.—There is more difference of apinion about salmon flics
than with a.y accessory of the fishing art.  Some people assert it is
necessary to use different patterns every month, others that these
same patterns are only suitable on certain rivers, and that it is use-
less to fish with any other.  Another theory is that certain colours
must be used on certain days. My own idea is that it depends far
more _on the ‘colour’ than on the «pattern,’ this scems far more
plausible, for no doubt, the fich are able to sce the flics far Letter
on some rivers than on others, whether this is brought about by the
co!_on.:r of the water, or the surroundings I will not venture an
opinion.  Once fighing in the Shannon, and only having provided

myselt with flies I had taken from England, in place of the gaudy
Shannon flies, that the boatmen of that river delight in, I was
forced to use what I had  Much to the chagrin of these boatmen,
my more sober tinted lure did wmore damage than theirs, and they
said they could only account for it, by the fact of the fish beiny
tired of the Shannon flics.  But there was one thing against this,
and that was thatevery fish I caught had sea lice on thew, so |
presume that those that were tired of the gaudier description of fy,
had not yet returned from the sea! A man I know, who ha.
accounted for as many salmon s most, never puts wings on hi-
flics at all ; these flies are made of vartous colours of seal’s fur and
mohair, with hackles to match.  Again, far before the « pattern
is the *size” of the fly used.  The large gawdy flies used on a large
river like the Shannon, are not suitable for ovdinary-sized rivers

On arriving at the river, the angler should carvelully examine
the puol he is about to fish, so as to find vut th: colour aml depmh
of the stream, and whether 1t be rapid runuing or not. It it i
deep and rapid and coloured after a fresh, thea a large sized fly
should be used.  In spring and antumn salinon will be taken with
a lareer ily than in the summer. it is impossible to lay down any
real rule for sclecting the fly to be used, the art of doing 40 is onls
gained by long expericnce.  When a man is scen continually
changing his flies, the sport is bad, and the fact is the fish are nat
moviag, change of fly way, perhaps bring about better sport but |
very much doubtit. Again, it is said this fish gets tired of sceing
the flics, and shy by bring so fished over, but the opinion of many
fishermen is that it is:the angler, who gets tired ot casting with no
return.  There is one great thing that enhances the pleasure of a
salmon fisherman in being able to tie his own flies.  Some there
are who go so far as to say that a man cannot be a first class angler
if he cannot do this,—still this is going too far, for on the same
principle they should also make all the gear they use.  But after
all fly tying is veally a very interesting diversion fur a wet after-
noon, that is if the performer is of an equable temperament.

Again there is the satisfaction of knowing that if you land your
fizh it is not unly by your skill as a fisherman, bat also it was done
with a fiy of his own making. In selecting bought flies great care
should be taken tu see they are firmly tied.

To test this. bold the hend of the hook between finger and
thumb of the left hand, and the head, where the wing is attached
in those of the right hand, of the wing is firmly put on it canunt
be moved, but if badly tied, the wing can be moved easily rixht
and left away from its proper position.  The loop of the fly should
be carciully examined, test them by giving them a good strong
pull.  Before a fly is used the hook should be tested by holding
the shank between the finger and thamb, and inserting the point
in a picce of soft wood, giving it a moderately hard pull.  Please
do not think that 1 distrust the gonds purveyed by our local trades-
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All you who are lnoking for Best Goods at Lowest Prices!

Wr keepr in stock many things not uwally kept by Grocens’ genemily. Tis
ot Rayal Brefteak Savee, awl Tipetial Towato Ketelup, as sabl by us by the paut,
qart or gallan, .. .

We are anvions atall tinves tosee new faves Wewill einleavor tomake it weath
your titne to el and see uxeften,  Just bring a little list with you and see if weol-n ¢
Wirprise you. Mary Aun and John were here Jast week, aud they wore i wedl
pleasal that they rewlvat (o eeone custamer. We think you will teo,
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