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on the crown cf the hcad, but the upper wlvng
coverte, and the lower part cf the body, are
«ge instead cf brown, aud the throat aud
gzîras aeaighter grey. The chipping sparroiv

-builds carly iu May. Its uest, which le composed
of fie dried grass, and lined wvitli horse or cciv

.hair, ie placed sometinles lu an apple trce in the
Jorcliard, sometim-es lu an evergreen bushi or
E hrub near the lieuse, sud-oceasionally it may be
iimet with, snugiy built lu among the creepers

*covering our verandahes. Tl-e eggs are geuerally
four or five lu number, cf a liglit greenieli blue

coor-cghi akd 'ivitli brown spots toivardsSthe lowver end.
.Althougithe SongSparroiv (Fr1 q11 aMdHeodioa)

miost frequeutly arrives during the lirst uilld
days cf Mardi, yet if the iveather becoriie cold
ana stcrmy, they seek the shelter of the woods
and ther tliiekeet recesses cf the shirubobery, and

*their notes are nct heard until returning warmuth
~ and sunehine cail tliem forth again.

Inb April if the iveather ie une, the :filds and
Igardens resouud, iith. their song at ail heura of
Ithe day. Thougi not very prolonged, their
notes are very swveet ana varied, and unhlie
miah~y other bird;, they continue te sing tbrough-

! out thu whole siumumer. The plumagfe cf the
îSong, Sparrow le cf a very sober hue, darl broivu

su ryare the prevalling tinte. The upper
pait cf the head le reddlsh broum, mottied withi

dark broin, sides cf the head blilh grey, with
~broad Une, cf brown running, back from the
~eve. The neck sud brenst sputted wlith dark

$rwthe bsck grey, streaked with, broum,~ngs snd tail dark broivu. This bird builde
i7- -smetimes lu bow bushes, bu ir rqety

~the ground. The neet le made cf uRne grass
L' ýnd lined 'iith. horse-liair. The number cf egge
V s from fLve te, six, cf a hlt greenieli whli-te,

]àc1e 'iit dsrk uruber.
ýqNo sweeter son- le heard il "grove or wood"M tthis seasou cf the year, than the warbling cf

li bt harideome bird, the ]?urple Finch (Frînigilla
r_'uýrpurea), wýhlch, aithough, thsey nlay occasion-

\lly be Peen lu a_ very niild ivinter lu cou'panwy
'.vit the SiIdn or the Crossbili, flyiug over
-0 or orchurds, yet are sufficiently rare
ïn tors duringr the cold iveather, te makze their
ýdVeut the more xnarked when April cornes,

jie catch a sight cf the handeome cock bird,
ssoine briglit mornlng, lu hie full livery cf

ý?nmson, perched on the topracet bougli cf au
p1etree, aud pouring forth a succession cf

* eet warbling notes, sometmmes for half an heur
irgether. Like the «Pine Grosbeak or the Bull-
pch cf the old world, the ?urple Fluch cecafýonally commits great deprodations ou tiebd
U Our fruit trees, sud la.ter iu the season, wheu

ý3cherries are ripe, it rivale the Waxen Chazt-
1err or the Robin in its devotion te, that
7iat. The plumage cf the aduit maie le, very
ladsome. The herd, neck, brest, back and
ýppcr tail coverts are a rlch deep iake approaich-f
nto purplish crinison on the hed 'and uec,

ýRd fading iuto rose colour ou the belly. Thel1
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quille and larger wing coverts are deep brown,
edged witli purplish red, and the tail feathers
are deep brown siniilarly margied.

The young birds and the females have a very
sober attirs cf brownisli olive, s3treakied'wiith
dark broixm.

As the month advances, freeli not-es froxu new
ariascontinually strike upon the eax. Stroil-

ingr through the garden or -the orchard, ive may
hear a low, siveet, soft cali note, like thet of a tame
canary, fo-Ilowed immediately by a rapid, joyous
warbling-it is the Ainerican Goldfincli (Fringilla

Titis) pretty, elegnnt, ]ittle creature, like the
Purpie Finch, .ýometimes, thougli rarely, 'i%,7M
linger wilh us through a mild winter, but gener-
ally tey move off ini large feks to, the south, at
te. .ppro.ch cf autumu, and do not returu te

us until towvards the middle or end of titis mentit
The, cock bird, when in fuin phunag,,e, je one
of file haudsomest of our songsters, and, unlike
mauy other of our gaily plumaged birds,sng
wi-th great siweetuess.

Indeed, both lu its eong aud in its ucculiar
Imode of flight, rising and faiiing lrntely, in
Ideep curved ines after each motion off the wings,
and utteriug one or tivo notes at the saine tinie,
it elosely resembles the European Goldifinch.
L&-e that bird alec' it le excedingly fond of the
seede cf the thistie. It tears up the doivu aud
and witliered petzils cf the ripeîting floivers, and
leaning dowvuiards upon thein eata off the seed
aud ashows the dowvr to float, ki the air.
JThe general colour of the sumnier plumage of
the maie cf the Amierican Goldfinch ie a ricli
lemon yellow, the forepait of the crown cf the
head black, and the wings sud tail black, the
quil feathers aud larger wing coverts edged
with. yellowlsb. white. The inuer ivebs cf the
tail are white.

the female ivaute the black spot on the head,
and, iustead cf the brilliaut yellow, the general
colour cf the plumage ie broivuiL's olive. The
younger maies do not put ou their yellow livery
until the second year, aud lu wiuter th-e oldoues
loe their beauty and assume the duller tinte of
the female, so that at that season young aud old
cf both sexes very ciosely resemble caci other.
Thie neet of the Goldfinch le beautifully formed
of varicus lichens fasteued together by saliva snd
lined with the softest substances. The fem.ale
laye frcm four te six egYs, which are white and
imtarked at th ga~er end ýwîth reddish brown

LiÎttiel parties cf the Cciv Buuiting« or Cciv
Blackbird (Ember&za .Lceoris) may nemi be seen
on fiue morninge, visiting our pasture fîtelde aud
laivuns, rnunnug about the grass in searcli cf in-

sectey lrv.-bi sud worms, and betaLzlng tliem-
selves at nlghtfaldl te roet aluong the taUl reeda
and eedges, ou the margin cf some swamp or
river.

This bird, Mie -the Cuckoo, cf Europe, folloive
the singullar custom c f not malking a neet cf its
cwn, but depesits its cggs oue at a timo lu the
neet of soma other bird, leaving them. te the cara
cf a foster parent. 'Miîeu the fernale is about t>


