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We liad hoped quictly te have taken our rend-
ers by surprise with a contribution frein the
pen cf Rev. Hlenry Ward Beeclier, in our flst
nuiuber. Wlîen we intiinated te hin the proba-
bility cf our comimeiicing this periodical, ho wvas
kzind enougli te say: Pitt mne do tn a.s vourjlirst
subscriber, and ll write yoeu an article for joiv-
first ~Lrbr"On deciding te proceed witlî the
conteniplated v.ndertakiang, we informed Mr. B.
cf the fact, and claimed fulfilinent of thc proni-
ise lie liad given -us. He promptly replied, in-
tiwnating hie readinces te furnish the promisedi
article, nanied hie subject, and enquired w]îien
the copy would be wanted. We infernied him,
that we should like lis manuscript by January
Gth, but wvould ivait a day or two rather tlîan go
te press iwithout it. O.-n the Sti instant we re;-
ceived thc following comn.iiuiucation:
"REV. W. F. CLAPRE:

11BRoOKLIYNe N. Y., Jar.. 5, 18t39.
<DE.&R Sit.-I cannot fulfil your requcst for

an article for your fàrst numnber, as your request
camne se late, that my turne lias been over-fuil. I
hope te say a word ini season for your second
number. 1 arn glad that you are launched on
your new enterprise. You ouglit te have a geod
support, and 1 de net deubt that you -%viil have
it, and that without prejudice te any existing
interest.

CCWishing y-ou every success,
"I aia, truly yours,

H1ENRY ÂDBEcE.

Our readers mnay therefore expect te sec thc
prornised contribution in our next issue. its
subject -will, be : IlMy MisTAXES 1SFu-mu.

A DEFEOT IN LEGISLATION.

While authors are protected by copyright, and
inventers by patent 1awi3, tiiere exists new]iere in
the civilizcd world, se far as we linow, any legal
provision for securing te, the eriginator cf a new
-plant, ilewer or fruit, thc due reward cf bis labors.
Suci things are net accemplishied without, an
amount cf patient theug-,ht, persevering experi-
ment, and scientif;c researdli, quite equni te the
touls cf thc author and the inventer. Yer, ne
sooner arc these results cf the labor cf years
offercd fer sale, tlîan the produccr's chance cf
gain is virtuaily lest, becauste cf the rapid miii-
tiplication cf thc novelty hie lias given te the
world. Surely iis is net just. WVhile tha mest

minute impro-,ements ini a machine are protected
by patent, and net a few simple expedients that
ouglit te be public property are similarly restiot-
ed, a~ plant, floiver or fruit, hiowever valuable,
yields its originator ne profit after his firat sale,
which je net ehared hý, anybody and everybody
whvlo clîcoses to engage in multiplying it. lIn this
age of reform sucli a -%rong ought to be redressed.

SUPPLEMIENTARY AGRICtJLTURAL BILL,.-JUBt
as we go te press, we learu that the HRon. 31r.
Carling lias introduced a Bill te anuend the Act
cf lazt Session. it provides for t'he safe deposit
cf Association funds; promipt payment of prize
moneys; dissolution cf Union Township Socie-
ties; and-legalization of the votes cf ail members
of Agricultural Societies who have paid their
annual subscriptions prier te voting.

AGRpicuLTuRAL Dîsruricr No. 6-W learn
that the Hir-n. David Reesor, cf Markh î, is a
candidate for election frora this district te the
E oard cf Agriculture. lit comprises York,
Ontaro Peel, Cardwell, and te City cf Toronto.

IPUBLICATIONS P.ECEIVED.-bfr. T. J. Da-Y, Of
Guelph, sends us a saniple cf ecd cf the follow-
ingr well known annuals

-British& Workmaib, sent by mail-to auy address
fer 45 cents. Baiul of Hope BRcv, 35 cents.
oeildrcebs .Fricnid, 45 cents. infiants' Magqazine,
45 cents.

OHA1RLOCK OF. WILD MUSTARD.

This agrarian wced (Sinapis arems sesma
te f dilowvi le walce of cultivation tbrougli
ail thc temperate regions cf the globe. 0f
late years it lias found its way, in common
witli other weeds fromi Europe, -into the
Australian Colonies and New Zealand, whie
for a generation or two it lias proved a trouble-
some pest in varieus places cf Britishi jAinerica
and the United States. In Canadu., anud o'ur own
P.rovince cf Ontario, we sopmetimes sec the

surface cf whele fields covered by au alnîost un-
broken sheet cf ydleow, te the great injury, f
net exclusion, cf thc cultivated crcp. Turnips,
barley, and other epring grains ara peculiarly
liable te be injured by this pest.

Charlock belouge te the genus SinzpLs, which
comprises several species cf ar>nual cruciferous
plants, marked by brilliant ydllew flowers, with


