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in]g tihe public on another SUlject altogethcr, alnd inaking- only
inci(leltal rcfèrences to the ordinary facts of nature. It miust
l)e at once obv'iouis, tliat if the sacrcd ivriters liad becu re-
quircd to aniticipate the resuits of miodern discovery and to
spcak ini tiicir ternis, tliîeyv ould have prcju(iiccd thliir oivi agre
hiopelessly' against the religions truthi thiey were aîîxious to,
inîprcss, and would thuls hav'e defeated the mainî end thcy hiad
ini view. 'flic course Uîcvy took -%vas realv tlle offiy onîe Open
to ilien. So long as thcv adhere to appearances, and refrain
froîîî insisting tiiat positive er-rors shall be accepted as facts,
ail criticisnî froîîî tuie scientific point of viewv is cntirely beside
lie nmark.

So far as the geîîeral question of astroinical references is
coîicerîied, ail is easv and plain. Oîie or two iinior points,
h owever, call for more particular notice.

i: And first as to, the statenient apparenîtl\ nmade in Geiî.
i:1-16. îlîat tuie suni, inoon, and st-ars ,xere created after the
carîli canme mbit sonietiig like its presemît conîdition. foi- the

purpose of giving it lighît and inarkiîîg its seasomis.
,SuIcli a statemnt of thie iatter liardIv does justice to tuie

s-acred writer; for, ili the very first verse of the saine cliaptcr,
lie represents the licaveis as langbecn, mlade at the begîn-
ingi alomîg witl Ilhe eartl. lDe liad a riglit t.o assiiie tuiai the

one Staîeincnt wvotld be read ini the lighli of the otmer. Biit
evemi supposing il. lîad beemi llus intention so to represent tlle
miaiter. luis statenuient wvoild have bee:î sufhicicntly acclurate
for thie end( lie hiad iii viCUX Alonig tuie hues alrea(lv indicated,
tue sigiificalice of tuiai stateîuemîî is readily cxphizwd. ie
iiiost coluas service rend(erecd t0 muanl lvItue lieavenlv b>odies,
iIo 10give hiimîî liglît and mîark luis seasL-onis for liinîi. he
writer wvas chîiethv initercsted inii îakiîîg chear that thîis benlefi-
cent zarantlgcnenet was (Iue Io God. so as Io cul. awav tlle

,grouui( iroin belîcalliIll i(c veSIrlead wr-rshIi) Of tilese hînu1inl-
armes. ilcvoid thiat lie hiad nlo objeci. iii refcrriing to Ilic matter
at ahi Tht ub1jcct ma a, conipleel ruii. vt i. nc
techi. as if lie lîad giveu a wvioie treaitise On astronionîy


