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by their parents, like so many dunib cattle, often to a lifé of slavery and

degradation. A man niay put awvay bis wifé for any or no reason; lie may

l)eat lier as lie would a beast, wvhicli is a thing of daily occurence, but sie lias

no redress ; she mîust bear it ail without a 1111r1aîUr. So long lias this tyranny

and inhum-anity prevailed, that the womien of the East seeni to have no spirit

left in them. They are content ;vith their slavish and degraded condition,

iîever dreamingy that they have any righit to a better.

GOVERNM~ENr ANi) LAWS.

'l'lie form of goverrinient is an absolute monarchy, the sovereign now

regigbeing Abdul Hamnid Il., whio, although a Turk, is bionoured, by

Moslemis generally, as the successor of the Caliphis and the high pri'2st of

Islam. This is supposed to give him authority over Moslenis outside of

Turkey, but in reality, such is flot the case any more than that the Pope

c)ntrols Christendom. T1'le Sultan of lùýrkey bas ministers and counisellors

arouind bim, but tbey are in no sense representatives of the people. They

are called to office and dismissed by tic Nvill of the Sultan. The empire is

divided into a nunîber of Vilayets, over each of which is placed a Vali or

Governor General. Thîis, -and even higlier offlices are by no mneans limited to

Moslemis. In recent times Christians and Jews have been called to fill some

of the niost responsible positions in the nation To every town or city is

civen control over its local affairs, the people appointing representatives to,

formi a couricil for the assistance of the Kadi. Since the fail of Constan-

tinlople, Greeks, Arnienians, and Jews, bave been represented before the

Turkish goverrnient by a spiritual head, to whoin almnost absolute power is

given over bis own people. Protestants, too, are supposed to conforni to this

law, and every congregation slîould bave a representative withi whoin the

higbler powers can deal ini ail matters; affecting church relations. T1his law

gives the old churches comp'.ete control over their own religious and educa-

tional matters. At first 'sighit this wvould seenii to lie an advantage, bur it does

not always prove to be so, seeing these irresponsible officers may abuse the

power delegated to themn, as they often do, s0 that, iii sonme respects, the direct

groverrnlent of the Sultan is more desirable. Not s0 long ago a foreigner

could reside iii Turkèy oiiîy for a number of mnontbs specified in his permit.

if hie renmained beyond twvelve monthis lie could no longer damn the rigbts of

lîospitality, but mîust be taxed and treated as a ' Rayali. Nowv, however,


