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told, again, that I have /in.gs. Stili, thoughi my huusc is soniewhat clamp,
and the climiate ratier huniid, cases of pneunionia are uiîknown ini the
fI*aiiily, and the only cosisunîption dreaded is that of the humait gourmiand
ivilo consumes us wholesale, zi el arm~is. 1 can breathe a. tlic bottoni of the
scit, without difficulty, for 1 have a faculty for separating and lbreathing what
little air the water contains, and that is sufficietît for nme.

To l>c ain hones. Oys ter, I should tell you that 1 b)eluilg to a race called
46Io/sc, and su amn a grey, soft, flabby, hotieless, voicelcss creature, with-
out. the 1powcr to gossip witlt my neighbbrs, or abuse iny friends. I rannot
tell niy own tail-I have no tail !-1 arn telling rny autobiography, neyer
inid îow ! 1 have pletity of blood, however,-- real aristocratic /Niue /'/ood,-

mnuch the color of milk, after thi nilkrnan lias skinned off the creamn and
supplied its place ivith watcr. 1 comrnenced house-keeping on xny own
account, when I was quite a baby. My bouse, inoreover, is rny owî ;)roperty.
In building ut, 1 did siot advertise for tenders, and so have liad no swindling
bills for "'Extras": 1play neither rent nor taxes, and 1 arn supplied withi
uccans of water, without any dread that the Corporation nman wiîl corne
rund to turn it off. Whîo built the bouse I know not ; hut 1 have always
stipposed that ut "*r~'d"like Topsy. It appearçd, howe,ýer, to grow about
une inch in dianîcter per year, for the firs. thrce years; but after that il. grew
but slowlv. 'l'le tirehiieclur)e, without exaggcration, miay be described as,
peculiar. In style it is mutcli like those of rny cousins- thie MNussel and the
Clam--but, if those relations of mine attempted to copy ;iny habitation, 1
cati otîly say that the attemî>t lias tiot been a very great success. Their
bouses bulge out on both sides, wliile mine only bulges out on onc. T1hey
lauglh at nie, and tell nie that the outward appearaiîcc of theirs is far more

attractive than iiine,---but sonie people like to niake a show in tbe world.
1 never sawx% the outside of rny bouse, although I nîay have seeti that of my
neighb)or's. But what care I for the outside appearance ? Give nie conîfor.
and elegance at home ? Only look at the iside of niy place,-why, every
speck of iLs wvalls is beautifully decoratcd witlî "Mother of Pearl," as the home
Qf a respectable Oyster ought to be ! It inay appear strange, but my bouse
lias neither fireplace, chimney, foundation, nor gable wall. It bas but. two
%ide walls, for wbich reasoti I arn called a On-ave"Qe wall is flat-the

other 15 a little the other way. Botb are joined, ai. the back, by a kind of
hinee iade out of sorte tough sinewy niaterial, whiich acts nîuch like a spring,
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