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t'tows the lorJly Nile
i romn ity banke *he gregt atune 4y
t;aze with patient smt'e
11 the Pyramids tmperiing
t'ierce the cloudless shkies,
\ng the Sphinx stares with myster!-
ous,
Snlemnp, stony eyes
- Longfellow

Next to the Holy Lan: itself—

Uver whuse actes alked thuse
blessed feet

Which eighteen hundred years ago
were nailed

For our advantage to the bitter
cross '—

there is no land of profounder iunter-

¢st to the Biblcal or historical stu-
dent than the old Land of Nile. The
cradle of the world's earliest eivili-
zation, the museum of the world's
nost a~clent art, the scene of some
of the n 2st stupendous eventsin the
vorld's history, small wonder that it
still exerts the spell of its fascine-
tion over tourists from every land.
Stfll it attracts visitors from many
a far-oft clime, as it did when Thales
and Herodotus and Palto visited the
* hundred-gated Thebes "—even then
a city of old renown—and gazed in
awe upon the pyramids, gray
with the eld of a thousand years.
Now, as then, a vell of mystery en-
wraps the Land of Nile. The mighty
river, mother of Egypt, still keeps
the secret of irs hidden source. For
two thousand 1miles it pours its
flood—from the snow-capped moun-
tains of Abyssinia to the rich plains
of the Delta. Yet the secret of its
origin is still guarded by the brood-
ing centuries. Lfke the Sphinx of
the desert, *“ staring straight on
with calm eternal smile,” yet keep-
tng still its secret in its rocky heart,
so the riddle of Egypt continues still
unsolved. And like its great river
i{s the civilization of Egypt. In all
its course the Nile receives not,
like other rivers. any great affluent.
So the civilization of Egypt is in-
digenous It springs up !n its own
native energy. and is pot Jderived
rom that of any other landeée The
Nile rescues fiom the vast desert
which sweeps over Nortbern Africa
and’ Arabia a narrow riband of fer-
tility In a vast desert of sterility.
S0 the art and architecture and
learning of Egypt flowed forth to civilize
and enlighten other 1lands; and
Phoenicia, Carthage, Greece, and even
Rome derived the origin of their civili-
zation from this old Land of Nile.

Yet that ancient civillzation, in its
religlous aspects, was a very grovelling

THE LAND OF NILE.
sulll through Egypt's desert places

EGYPTIARN TWOMAN.

one. Their dog-headed, eagle-headed, ; water of the Nile has been cunstructed
at great expense to dam up the water ,
of the river when there s danger of &
scarcity. Here we first noticed the vari-
ous devices for watering the lan2, The
most primitive is the shadoof, a long

ox-headed deities, Osliis, Isis, Orus, and
their train—

“ With mopstrous shapes and sorceries
abused

Fanatic Egypt and her priests to seek

Thelr wandering gods disgulsed
in brutish forms.

Rather than human.”

Nay, wore grovelling still, they

onions whick sprang from the
rank osze of the Nile, so as to
make true the sueer of the Ro-
man satirist--that ** their gods
grew in the gardens.”

Nothing strikes one moro in
Egypt than the strange blending
of the past and present, of the
ctvilizatton of the nineteenth
century before with that of the

1Ze sghriek of the ircn horse
may be heard at the base of the
Pyramids, the throb of the iron
steamer rolig the tranquil waters
of the Nile against the tombd of
Mizralm. The world's great
highway of commerce lies
through the sucient land of |
Ramesls, and electric mnerves
make old mummied Egypt thrill
with the vitzations of life trom
the busy marts of Lon-
don and Liveropool, Parls and
Marseilles.

AODES OF IRRIGATION,

The Rev. Dr. D. G. Sutherland
tnug describes the modes of !r-
rlgzuon in. Egypt:

The Barraze or open hra.k {

Ce
-

worshipped even the leeks and |

nineteenth century after Christ. |

pole sapported by two uprights,
having at one end a bucket sus-
pended and on the other end a
stone or lump of clay to balance
it It is an arrangement very
similar to that used at Cana-
dian wells {n primitive times.
' Anotber mode of ralaipg the
water I8 where two men stand
by a ditch, and by means of a
leather or water-proof bhasket,
éip up the water fram the lower
to the higher level An im-
proved plan is the sakieh or bul-
lock-whee!, with an  endless
chaln of buckets attarbed Rouand
and round gnes the patient beast
through the day, while his driver
' rests lazily In the shade, rousing
! himrelf occasionally to throw a
chunk of mud at tbe beast to
excite his fiagging cnergles The
water tLus thown over the dyke
f» arried by small channels to
all parts of the field or garden,
! the wor¥ being done chiefly with
! ths foot. Hence comes the term
' ** watering with the feet.” This
! artificial $rrigation Is necessary
during fve or six months in the
year.”
In so'no cases the force of the
1 current is used te turn a large
, wheel with buckets on Its rim,
. which Iift the water, as shown
| in our cut-on fourth page.
Emuan women of tha higher

»
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classes ate almost always impris.
oned in long vells of silk or mus.
lin white. black or blue secord
g to rank. tho setl 18 divided
abuut the furehead, aud fasteneu
vib a in of Linsa or ailver, oter
‘he p'8e su as to lease tho dark
Ivsiicss apd frighteped cyes ffeo t.o
sal.sly Oy curfiusity Batl the peas
ant women who do much of the fleld
work cannot muflo themsaelves 1in
such superflayus drapery, buot are
contented with a light coverfug for
the head, as shown in the plcture

their Liack hao hanging in bralds
down the neck. Those who can af-
ford ot woear & number of colns on
the forehead, neck, or hanging from
thefr cars. Thils often constitutes
their entire fortune or dowry. Many
of theso have comely features, and
give ovidence of coasiderablc
strength o? charact r. Most of them
are, however, squalid, homely and
worr: with tofl and hardship.

But we shall turn from the presont
to the remotc past, which, in this
old land, Is brought before us with
startling vividness.

The Rev. Georgo Bond, who has
been face to face with the Pharaoh
who oppressed the children of Israel,
writes thus of the mummlies aund
statues in the famous Boulak
Museum, necar Calro:

“ This noble faostitution is thrown
open datly, {ree, and fow European
pilgrims leave Cairo without visit-
ing it Room after room, filled with
supert and unique collections, ar-
ranged with admirable order and
taste, open one from another; and
once within tho portal you are liter-
ally In a new world of life and In-
dustry and art, albelt that world g
the oldest of the oid.

TUHE OLDFKT BTATUE INX THE WORLD

" Here {s a small statue, perhaps
three feeu high, and carven from
sume dark, hard wood. The face
is evidently a portrait, it §s fu!l ol
life, of (haracter, even of humour,
an expressiun of goud-batured csn
1ent reste upol Lthe smidag mouth
the eyen w0k vut &t Juu ®ith ak 1D
te.ogenee that seems to come from
a Jv.0g bLra.pn w.thin Tue face
w5 Ue ELRasDh o1 perhaps bettes
German—a portrait of some qatet,
sclf-contained and sensible German
farmer—and it might have been car-
ven, say ten years zgo, the wood is
so dark. Stop, my friend! You aro

looking at perhaps the oldest monument
in the world.
Jays when Abrabam eoffered Isaac upon
Moriak, or entertained his angel-guest

Loog, long before the

(Continued on next pag-..)
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