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Trbe draina then waned during the
johnsonian Age. Not so oratory. Chat-
bai, Fox, Burke, Sheridan, Pitt, Grattan,
forni a group unequalled in nmodera days.
'lhle time was peculiarly adapted 10 the
developmcnt of this formn of literature.
Critical in spirit, yet niarked by vigorous
thougbt toucbing on great political and
national interests, it gave the best condi-
tions attainable for the encouragement of

* eloquence. In addition, daily news-
papers began at this timie 10 priat full
reports of the proceedings of the House
of Connons, so tbat orators were urged
10 surpass thenmselves by the cncos
ness that their audience %vas a nation.

Th'e 'Muse also, gradually shaking lier-
self free fromi the tramniiiels of the classical
scliooi, began to retura to bier first love,

* Nature and Man, and therebv to attain a
freshness and s;.oiiancity to wbich she
had lorg been a sîranger. 'llie tendency
10 criticisi biad over-reacbied iîself and
sloovly the poetic mmiid begaý,ii to swingr
back to a creative state. he motion be-
gan, unconsciouis 1o hmnstif, iii he 'Vrit-
ings: of 'l'ornpson. 1-le viewed Nature

* with an artist's eye, and, in his Seasons,
lie gave glowing picthmres of her depths of
colo;ur and brilliancy of gar>). But hie
%vent no furîber-, lier beauties cbarmed
bis imagination but did flot toucb bis
heart in ita classicini was sll predonm-
inant. Goldsmith liad îlot moral energy
enoughi t0 shake c ff prevailing influences,
did it Test %vith hinaself to niake tbe effort.
Fortunately for his faine ià wias 1101 so, for
bis wariin Celtic temiperanient of itseli per-
mieated bis îicerns with an ardent love for

* Nature and a soût, ricb glow of syrnpathy
for oppressed humianity. Collins and
G;ray' were iniibuied witb the saine spirit,
tbey adinired nature, but subc.irditnated
îlîis to g.rtater love for maai. «'As to de-
scription,". savs Gray in ont of bis letttrs,

I b lave alivays tboughîi that it mnade the
iiost grace(til ornanient of poetry, but
iever oughit to niake ils siîbject." 'Fht

synipathy Nwîîh lhuînanity took a revolu-
tionni-y shade: in the writings of 1Burns
wbicb places lmi, thoughi in point of liie
a poet of the Jobinsoniaiî zge, aniongst
those of the next period. '<The rank, is
but tbe giuine.st.-nîpl, the nian's the gowvd
foi- a' that." he wvrote, and wlîat lie %vrote
lie feit as only a poet can fée.

T'he lines voice the spirit of thetlimies.
F7roni ages immnniorial the nmasses bad

toiled froni early morn to eventide for the
benefit of the classes. Feuda'Lism %vas dead in
naine, yct the majority of Europe's popu-
lation were as truly serfs as when Williami
fougbit the baîdle of Hastings. The limit
of endurance had now been well-nigli
reachied, and literature, ever the faithful
rnirror of the people's thought, began to
reflect the newv ideas of the dignity of
mi thcn springing up. One of the
clearest of these rellections was that con-
tained in Adam Sînith's 1'En<îuiry int
the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of
Nation:s?" In this %vork hie rnaintained
tbat labor, flot nioney or ]and, wvas the
orig in of weaith. I-le thus invested the
laborer iih a dignity hitherto unheard of,
and mnade hiiîuî i once the miost import-
ant factor la the econoniy of' the suite.
Hence came clamiors for rights-claniors
founded uîo doi uipon a correct prnci-
pie but, owing t0 pernicious influences,
degeneratin-, into mîad c.xecrations a«ainst
al] law and authority.

Uniforttun.-tely for the fair faine of litera-
ture sorne of ils leading « lights in the
jolinsonian age becinie the first causes of
these excesses. History was the materiail
uipon Nyhichi the>' worked, and as will
sborîly be shiowni, they could flot have
chosen a better nicans to cloud ien's
judgmients or to leave the trail of the ser-
pent upon aspirations in themselves just
aîîd honorable. l'le leading spirits iii
England were Gibbon and Hunie-nen
of înarked ability, but iimhlued -witb princi-
pies entirely oîpposed to reliion and mior-
alihy. 'lhle Englishsl nind is essentially
l)ractica!, and %Yhilst ibis hias led themi to
tlie greatest achievenients in the applica-
tion of physical forces t0 mnns use, t hias
also rcndered the whole of their pliiloso-
phy for the Iast tiice centuries grossly
nmaterialistic. '1o this national error
Hume added skepîicismi, holding that Nve
are certain of our ideas only, but ignor-
ant alike of the trth of their objectivity
and of theinîind that l)rodLIces îlîem. In
consequence such words as God, sou1,
iiiiiiortality, aieto 10 it but eînlty sounds.
His views spread to the miainland where
they fotind a responsive echo in the ration-
alist niovernent of the French Encyclo-
pedists. In Gernîany they met, at first,
with a direct antagonisni in the transcend-
entalismn of Kant, wvhich, howvever, in its
ultiniate resuilîs, ais shaped by his Idealistic
and Panulieistic disciples, becanie a source
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