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REPORT ON POLLUTION OF WATER SUPPLIES.
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jN its report at the last imîeeting of the
aoitn ittee explaiied in

bief te ground of its belief in) the htarm-

ri iltin ofi Su\age ini waters iused as potable

spptes, whthier thtese were der ved froi

wells or larger sources; wiether lte water-

supplIy of an1 isolated dwelling or that of a

poplloIs city. Chemlical analsis was

slowln to be in imlost mstaItCes iiadequate

to tle detection of swatge, iless the

sewage wats presentin um Ut l quantity tir

the ater unusllally free from of lier orgai-

ie matters; aud the (n01(lsioi as reached

that the intability of the chemit il ielthds

is of no practical importance. as the pre-

sence of sew age in lte water-pply ean
be deterinii ed by the saitary inspector;

and further, thbat for protective pu(rposes

the knîowledge that sewage enîters the

water is all that seents to be required, be-

cause wlere tIhere is sewage there is danger

of tVpihoid infection.
'Your coittittee desires to give speeial

emttpiasis to lie lust stated clause, because

il beiîves that lie eienmicity of typhIoidl-

fever it our cities is in great part due to

the seVatge in the water-supply. Many of

our public water-stpplies contain sewage,

antd its iarmifuliess in a genelral way is

unlquestioned event bv those wio have a

tiitaincial interest in themt. Yet there ap-

p(ars to be a hesitancy to acknowledge the

real, ithe specitic, danger. Typhoid-fever

is preselt in all our cities, giving annual

death-rates of froum 15 to 100 and over in

every 100,000 of lite population ; but in the

enumeration of its causes its prevalence is

.ascribed to many unsanitary conditions be-

fore mention is made of the public water-

su11 tiy. Il is >1lowved in, (ertaln local epi-

le i clivs to bie ttpto p gate froi n fected w
ave becomett nfeted 1)y ait suppl s

age, but the sw age i le tui c s Il Y is

seldom conidere(j otier than as a sentl-

menta objection to the ise of tle water.

It is allo ved i in any instalces to arise

lroi leaks in t1he plJumtbinit of hiouses, by

whliiI exhalations fr0111 ifected sewers

rII thte iiterior of the dwelling, lut the

- ieh the sewage of
watr-uppy to wl(1 .'lt

tlhese very sewers is poure isused witioul

a thought of ils deadly qualities, unle s
s i n te case of P lN oit , Pa., the fact

is forced upon the publi(, mind itha a p b-

Ji( water-supply has as little d1isifecting

power over the gerls of typhoîid-fev'er as

thie private water-su pI)lY of ain in'feted

well. 1lealti oflicers coileimin the Veli.

and generaly il i'i(s('(1 as soon 1s it is

found that sewage 1 eroiLtes througl ils
found thalt ' shloyld condemnlil

area of drainage : th .,

the pubiic sulll)ity on thie satie grom ld'.

The large financial interests mnvolved un

the establisiinenit of a p water-uppy

Imay be assumtiiei to be at the bottoImt of this

hiesitaner to acknow ledge thdpei ii -

Ilig the >resence of sewage.
g e r a t t a c h i g t o 1 -h a p s h e e e i n -

Millions of dollars, pelris, have been un-

vested in that water-supply, and nany

more inillions would be required to replace

it by water fromi a purer source. TIese

large suinS are alone considered, and not

the vast and nnually increasing totals of

the loss by sickness and death that muiglit

have been prevented. A public or private

well involves but a snall sun, so sial

that it does not stand in the way of sani-

tary progress. It is closed, and with ils

yOi XI.


