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tesl  Assaredly it would appear that the stream of
human blod, through whatever channel it may flow,
carries along with it qualitics derived from its orignal
saurce, o that hereby nation s preserved distinet
from nation, and one race of men from another, We
are all awure that certain tomperaments of constitu.
tion, certaun dispogitions, and certain discases, are
hereditary i parucvlar familios and such evilano cdu.
cation o1 etivrte of arl can eradicate. Qccasionally,
too, wenatk, that a certain charactor of physical
frame, such as the height of stature, the form of the
head and chest, the resemblance of features, §c, pre-
vails through all the members of one family, denved
cither frora father or mother.

The hfe of man does not extend long enough for
him to observe the progress of these changes wiich
can only be etiected 1n the course of successive gener-
atiens 5 therefore, on tlis subject we can only roason
from analogy, or from what mny be observed to take
place among mfentor anunals. If we instance the dog,
stmay be ebserved that we do not find greyhounds,
terniers, spaniels, pointers, cxisting in a state of na-
ture; these,wineh wenny term ditlerent races of dogs,
result from the aruficial intenmixture of particular
breeds; thev are all descended originally from the
same siock, but, in the course of successive gorera-
tiong, have severally acquired forms, habits, and dis-
posutong of the most opposite descnption.  Agam, in
almost ecvery county we observe sinubar deviations
among cattle; thus the red oxen of Devonshure ap-
pear of a very different race to tho white-faced vzen
of Hetefordshire; the hornless breed naturalized from
Poiand presents an equally stnking contrast with the
brown oven of Yorkshire; then, let any one or all of
tiiese be comparcd with the straight black heifer which
browses on our Scottish hills. and we &hall at aace
perceive what varicties may, by artficial cavses, be
permaneatly established among animals of the same
spesies.  Horses vary ne less semarkably, which can-
nat farl to be obscrved when we compare the breed
of the racer with that of the clumsy and bony
dranght-horse of Lincolasturo, and when we contrast
these in thewr tarn witl the Scotch Galloway or Shet-
Jend pony.  Itas perfectly cvident that the differences
here exlibited between mdividual ammals belonging
9 the same species are by no means greater than the
difierences exhibited by the human race in different
partsof the world; and we may, therefure, reascnmg
from analogy, conclude, that, if such dificrences as
these could an these annnals Lo induced by external
causes acting wpan tian, su Hkewise imgnt difietences
as remarkable m the huwwnan frame anse from analo-
gous causcs, operating, doubtless, with not jess power
upon it. *

The hereditary transmission of eertain peculiaritios
of structure bas been attected on indisputalic author
ty, and many singular facie, in Hostration, have been
recorded.  But the truth is, that although certain va-
riations of existing features and limbs may be presen-
ted, such as the wose of one race being more flatten.
ed than that of another or the legs of one more clonga-
ted than that of ansther, no change can ever take
place which can transform one specics of animalsmto
arothor. The batricr scems 10 be this—the impossi-
bility, through all changes, of adding any additienal
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pears that the greatest variely, or the most remacka~
ble dewiation from any original animal organization that
hios yot been propagated,amounts to a super-numerary
toe on the hind and forcfoot ; but it is observed, that
thera 18 a continual eflort on the part of nature to
recur, after any such digression, to tho original 1y po.
On this principle mny perhape be explained the very
curious fact, that in picture gallerics the likences of
the members of the 2ame family may bo ecen to pass
throrgl various gradations, receding from, then re.
turning 10, a very eaact resemblance ol the origmal;
o that it is presumed, that, in the cours» of genera-
tiong, ndividuals anse who are the exact fac-similes
of onc or morc of thewr very remote ancestors.

DURATION AND END OF HUMAN LIFE.

The life of man has been likened to a dream—a
falling star—a taper-tlame —a leaf—a dew drop—and,
most assuredly, that object which is the most fragile
n creation, be what it may, it will most resemble; for
frail, though mysteriously subtle, is the power which
confines the soul within its earthly tabernacle. Wo
have viewed man as the mhabiant of all regions of
the world; yet, whatever varrety his external form has
presented to us, the blood is of the same nature which
throbs within his heart, the mnd is of the same cs-
sence which animates Ins frame.  Wo may now, there.
fore, nartow our view, and ook into our own breasts,
for man is complete in very individual man; onc re-
aarded asan jsolated being is the type of the whole
human specics. 1t has beea beautifully saud by Words.
worth—

¢ Our birth is but a sleep and a forzetting,
The sounl that rises with ug, our hife’s star,
Hath had elsewbere 1ta setting;
And cometh from afar.
Not menture forgetfulness,
Aad not in utier nakedness
But trailing clouds of glory do wo come
From God who is our home—
Heaven lies about us in our infancy.”

But the jovous smiles of infancy, and the reckless
pastimes of boyhood, must soon be eschanged for the

gravity and sedate habns which are summoned nto
exisience by the anvicties and cares of advancing hfe,
That the path we hasve to tread 19 beset with thorns,
and overgrown with weeds, there is no doubt; but sull
cven the most wretched congider that life is prefera.

ble to death—existence to non.existenco. It hos,
therefore, deen a matter of care to ascertain those
canses which are most conducive to human longevity;
and these are reducible to a narrow COMPAES, COINPIIS.
ing thewr dependenco almost entirely on the climate 1o
winch we Ine, and on the habuts to wihiuch we have,
tccourse. Io the savage state, hie ic shorter than it 1s
in the c.vibized state. The savages in Africa and
Amcrica scldom live beyond forty years; but, duning
that penad, they are not subject to so many discascs
ag man 18 afilicted with 10 emvilized socety. Those
who attam the greatest longevity are generally the
mhabitants of temperate clunates, and among them
very notable instances have ocenrred.  Lewis Cornaro,
a vencun nableman, having recovesed from a severe
Ulness in h:s thirty-sixth year, enjoyed good health

hiving on tuelve ounces of sohid food and thirteen of
limd, until he reached the hundredth year-f hivage.
Thomas Parre, a peasant of Shropalure, died m 1635,
atthe age of 132 yearsand 9 months; andat appear-

faculty or organ of scn<e to the animal. The eense
of «inell may be improved in the dog, as it isin the
American Indian; vhe eense of hearing may be also
hraught, wn an anmal already posseasing that sense, 1o
a lngher state of perfection, asit iz hikewise in many
cuvages, but all the art of man cannot develope cither
n new seasc or a new function in any class of animals.
Tts this winch separates, by an cvetlastng and in-
surgiountable bareier, the highest class of apes from
ihe lowest and most miscrable class of savages. The
former may be taught every knd of trick, but never
can they acquize the gilt of specch, Lecause the orga-
mization in their windpipes exhibi'a & defect which

cd, from the mspection of his dody after death, that
he nught have lived several years longer, had not a
plethonic state of tus langs been ipduced by s ex-
chang:ng the coare jarc and pure air of his country
for the luxunious diet and dense atmosphere of the
palace in London. The Counte:s' of Desmond, in
Ireland, hived to her 1435th year; and numerous in.
stances of Longevity, cqually surprising, might be
adduced. Ttis obrerved, that such cases are puncie
pally supplied by the countrs ; indeed, living 1n towns
18 50 unfavouralile to life, that the expectation of its
duration :8 there greatly reduced; thus the greatest
expectation of life at six years of age for London 1s

must prevent thoir ever attainiag this facalty, It ap-

only thirty-six ycass; but stis forty-one for Northawp.

ton, and fosty.five and a half for Swoden. Some cn-
rious, but well-attested particulare, concerning the
duration of hfe, may be here cnumerated:=3. Dr.
Fothergill states, that he has not found a eingle in-
stance of a percon who has lived to Le eighty, wlo
had not descended from long-lived ancestore. Dr.
Franklin, wie died in lns eighty-fourth year, was de-
scended from long-lived parcnta—his father dicd ac
cighty-nine, and his mother at eighty-seven. 2.
More persons who have married hive to be very old
than persons who have remaingd single. 1 have
only,™ says the same author, * met with one perron
beyond eighty yeats of age who was never married,””
3. More women lise to be old than men; but oore
men live to be rery old than women. Indeed, there
appears to be a provision in nature for the mutual
accommodstion of the sexes; for, at those periods of
life when women are the weaitest and most subjected
to disease, men are stronger than at any other penod
of their hves; then, when men, by old age, become
weakened, women oagain have the superiority of
strength. 4, It is observed that the number of births
exceeds, in town and country, the number of deaths,
but the proportion varies in dificrent districts, accord-
ing to a variation of political and moral causes. 5.
A numerical proportion of births alwaysexists beiween
the sexes; but more males are born than females,
which appears to be a provision of nature for main-
taining a due equality between the numberof the sex-
es; for the life of man, independent of destructive
wars, is more cxposed to accidental canses inducing
death, than that of women. Sadler has pointed outa
curious fact, which scems established by thie tables ke
has published, vie. that if a man marry a woman
vounger than himself, the number of boys in their
family will exceed the number of girls; but if the
man be younger than his wife, then, accord:ng to the
disparity between their respective ages, the number of
girls will equal or predominate over the number of
boys. 6. Of all new-born infants, one out of four
dies the first year; two-fifths only attain the sixth year:
and, before the twenty-second year, nearly one balf
of the generation is consigned to the grave.  Attain-
ed, however, 10 the age of maturity, one out of every
thirty or forty individuals dies annually. Such are
the general facts which appear to have been establishe
ed concerning the duration of human life; but 1t js not
to be furgatien that its extension and accompanging
happiness must be matesially modified by the habits
which cach individual in his own spheroisled to adopt.

TALL OF NATIONS—EXTIRNCTION OF RALLS
OF MEN.

History teaches us that all nations, after attaming
the mendian of their glory, and after being crowned
with Jaurels of teinmph and victory sink into decay,
even as the oak of the forest has s leaves scattered
by the wind, and its trunk nptorn and laid prostrate
upon the spot on which 1t founshed. It s a melan-
choly fact, and one that cannot fail to teach a stern
lessan, ¢ where Athiens, Rowe, and $parta stood, there
13 3 moral desert now;” nay, the very sitc on which
mighty cities have flourished are no longer to be dis-
covered. Hence, a noble poet has said—

“I've stood upon Aclilles® tomb,

And heard Troy doubted—time will doubt of Rome.>
The eauses of thig decline and fall of nations ate
sometan s not casily unravelled; but thete arc st least
two wluch stand forth more prominently than tho
rest, viz. moral degradatiun, and the extermination
cficcted by the sword of tyranny, When nations are
in therr infancy, the struggle to advance forward
leaves them no timo to indulge in luxury and hicen-
tiousncs9; but when they have attained the summst of
their imperial ambition, then their energies relax, ther
habits become vitiated, and thesr blood tamnted by in-
termixture with other races that have uiready succumb-
od to similar degradation.  When the cmperors,whose
tobes of royalty were most of them dyed with blood,

roigned wet Rome, once *¢ the unstress of the world,™



