
(R On. 8: 17; 2 Timf. 2: 11, 12). The bistory " chast turned again" (R. V.) to God, brought

of civilizehi nations is but the history af this' ta repentance aiteIr baving %andercd anti griCv-

k.iîîgdomn in its extension. "6Whatever Christ's ausly sinned. Strengthen-" Encourge"-

kingdati shall he," ail truc believcrs " shall be "1stab isli tby brcthren " (R. V.) ta hope that

.a part; thcy shall partake of bis joys, bis they too may abtain mercy. 33. 1 arn

iritiniphs, bis glory, bis reign " (Pel.) , ready to go with thee-Thc impulsive,

il. \VxRNINGý AGAINST SPI.v.-CONV-ID- over-confident Peter. Those that talk the

E-Ncs. 31. Satan hath desired to have bravest are often the first to mun when danger

you-"l Askcd ta bave you " (R. V.) This is cornes. 34. 1 tell thee, Peter-Jesus kewV

ii mysterious saying, dity revealing something Peter, and assured bim that hie îvould deny him

of wvhat is evidently taking place in the unscen thrice that very nigbt (Mark 14: 30% 3!>.

world. il Probably satan hiad accused the dis-. Peter most vebemently entered bis protest,

cip)les ta God, as mercenary in following declaring sucb a thing ta be impossible, as did

Christ, and aiming at nothing cise therein but 1also ail the disciples. Vet iL ail came truc in

enriching and advancing tbemselves in this a few hours. They ail forsock nim and fled,

world, as hie had accused job." (Henry). and Peter denied him with oaths and cursing.

"lNot content with judas " (Bengel), hie desir- III. WVARNING AGAINST COMINc. DANG.-

cd ta have them ail. May sift you as wheat EXt. 35. Lacked ye anything ?-Hith er-

-Ail the povers ai darkness conspire against ta they lacked nothing. Jestus had been with

the Christian. "lThe possibilities of evil and them and they had fared weil. 36. But

min are Manifold." (Pulpit Comn.) As the now-A great change w~as very sooa ta take

sieve separates the chaif from the grain, s0 the place. They niust be prepared ta meet differ-

siitings and winnnwings, the temptations and 1 ent treatment for the future. l-lenceforth op-

pt-rsecutians ai lufe distinguishi ihe true fromn i position and persecutians, bardships and priv-

couinterfeit Christians. 32. 1 have prayed 1 atians wvould be their lot. 37. Must yet

for thee-"The effectuai4 ervent prayer of a be accomplished in me-l? . V. "fulfilled."

righiteous mani availeth much" (Jas. 5: 16). "lThe propbetic description ý.f the suffering

Thy faith fail not-There cao be no total or servant (Is,. 53) Of the Lardw'iii soon be found

final R.altre ai real faith. Art converted- to have been terribly accurate." (Pulpit Coin.)

ual regenerated, for that hie had been, but

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

i. The danrer of a se//-seek-iYi sjiil. It the needs ai others aind pnssess the spirit ta

%vas very strange that any suchi question as that heip. The More we have of tbis spirit of Christ

whicli diturh)ed the minds af the apasties the nablerw~ill be aur service. It is the service

shouid have been aiiowed ta arise at which cames front the presence of the spirit of

snicb a saiemn time. That wbich gave rise ta Christ whicb ensures true greatness in this

ilie contention is not stated, but the samne %vorld, and the commendatian ai the Master

question had been discussed before, as recorded at last, il Wel donc."

by Mark (4: 33-35). Tbis self-seeking spirit I 3. Testing limies ar-e be/ore us. Just as

wvhich desires ta be first is exactly the opposite certainly as tbere is an antagonist ta ail that is

of the spirit wbich sbould be found in members 1goud in the warld, sa surely willi he be active.

ai Cbrist's kingdomn-which is a spirit ai love, 'Ne muist nat imagine that we wili be exempt

oi self-sacrifice, ai scîf-denial, af bumility, of, fram bis influence ar the effects ai bis power.

usefuilness ta others. Tbis self seeking spirit Iîle ivill test aur faith, try aur trust, and prove

begets evils withaut numiber and produces Manty aur confidence by bis temrptatians, which hie

lieart -burnings and sorrowsto tbose wboare rt:d i will present at the most uncx-2ected time and

by il. It must lie distiiiguishcd front a trong, in the niost insidiaus and iascinating way.

carnest de-ire ta improve, ta grow in grace, in Whl u adde o ray that Peter may

* ialinessadi oea( ab of greater be saved ironi the tr:ai, yet hie prays that hie

useiulness in the wvorld, wvbicb is a very coin- May be saved in the testing tinte. Peter was

ii-endalile spirit a better, truer, nobler mani arter the triai than

2. 7*i-te ýrrea/iZess ,nieasu;-edl by sei-vice. Na before. Goid cames irom the furnace purer,

Mail lives ta bimseii. To wvish ta ruie, or iead Imore precioos and approved, ready for service

o iliers, simply fur the sake of personal advance- Sa if we inîiprove the trial we will be better

nient is a1 vcry lowv ideat ai lueé. Our Lard fitted for the service ai the Lord.

laid down the raie biy wbich we could attain 4. L'Ja-nizg, againsi self-co.'j/idence. Peter

ti truc greatness: "l\Vhasoever wili be gîcat wvas naturahiy lîold, courageaus and prompt in

amaing yoit shail le your minister, and n'hoso- ail bis actions. It docs not secm possible ta

L-ier ai )-ot îvill be chiefest shail be servant ai bim tbat be could fail in a time ai triai. But

ail" (Mark 10: 43, 44). \Vhen wve tlunk of Peter, si) like a great many more disciples, did

the oppartuties ai nîinistering ta the wants nat know his own deccitful, wcak beart until

of others we sec the grand possibility ai it wvas tried. Peter is singied out as a type ai

attaining ta truc greatness. Stlflshness must ia class. Ile ivas noble irn spirit though change-

is. avercanie, lave ai Christ must fill aur bcarts, able. In bis enthusiasm and impressivellcss

and then we xviii be able ta see and realize ibe wva. apit to. hase bis balance. The Lard
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