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THE TRADER.

«(Oh, ho built & big hotel, got » big
farn, and plastored his money around
without any businoess judgment; but bhe
hiad suoh a stack of gold that ho couldn't
fool 1t away, and probably has an odd
mllion or two left yot. No, boys, I don't
pretoud to say that luck isachuef factorin
mining, but 1'd rather have a heap of Juck
than a heap of sense without luck.”—Ex.

A RETAILER ON HOUSE SALESMEN.

Suid a retailer to us & short time ago.
in speaking of a wholesale grocery house,
*“There is but ono salesman in that
store that can sell mo a bill of goods;
if hia cannot wait upon meo 1 prefer to
buy elsowhere.” This was getting the
thing down to so fine a point that we
quostioned the speaker as to his reasons
for this sovere discrimination, and what
he said may bo of value to those who
voed the oriticism. *In the first place,”
e coutinued, “I like to trdde with a
person who does not show by every
action that ho feels bimself better than
I awmn; and I like to trade with a man
who has been a ¢ drummerz * on the rosd.
They are the boys who know how ‘o treat
n customer and make one feel at bome
i the store; I hold that those young

chaps who are found iu g0 many jobbing’

honsca, and whose esperienco is limited
thereto, do not know htw to sell a bill
of goods. In the first place they aro so
swelled with self-conceit and the import-
ance of their position that they are
positively disagreeable. To use plain
language, they are badly affected with
the big bead. Their pointod shoes and
choker collars cannot make up for their
sad doficiency of tact. Now, I will tell
you whav I'd like to see done. I would
like to have the proprietor of every
wholesalo louss send these knowing
young clerks upon a three months' trip
oun the road. QGive them a grip-sack and
scud them ont to the tender mercies of
the world. Even if they do not pay
expenses, it would be a good paying in.
vestment to the bosses, for theso young
clerks would come back with such a heap
of knowledge and expnrience as wonld be
very apt to make them quite decent fer-
lows in the foturo. Bat jnst so long as
they have a desk in the storo, and wait
upon a customer just as though they
wero granting & great favor, I have no
uso for them. Beforo the daysof * drum-
mers,” jobbing-housos kept good sales.
men in their stores, but latterly they have

nogleoted this {actor, and scom to fecl
that anyone is good cnough to wait upon
a customar who comes to the ity to buy.
[ would rather buy from a ‘drummoer’ any
time, if I could only have a chaunco te
oxamine goods, than go to the city and
lhave set upon me these embryotic Stow-
arts and Claflins, who never saw & cross-
roads country store. Retailers are ofton
invited by jobbers to visit them at their
stores, aud this is all woll onough ; but
have experienced men to wait on them,
or the effect may not be .hat wes ox-
pected. 1 know the ‘drummer’ bhas
much to answer for, but v knows how
to sell goods without giving offence.”—
St. Tonis Grocer.

A PAWNBROKER'S TRIOE.

I have also heard of a trick in vogue
among a certain olass, which it 1s well to
koow. It is peculiarly s pawabrokers’
itrick. A pawnbroker accumaulates,
through bis own forfsited stuff and sales
of unredeemeod pledges, a bushel—more
or less—of watcl:es, each of whioch is
worth from 75 cents to $8. Then he
goes to work and puts thom ali on his
shelf 83 pledges, making out pawn tickets
Tor them beating hctitious names and
purporting to reprecent loars of from $56
to $16. He also registers ths pretended
loans on his books just as if they were
legitimate tramsacticns. One by ons
those tickets are lost. He slyly drops
one in a bar room. His wife, when un-
observed in a horse car, lets one
flatter down to the matting. His clerk
goes through a hotel entrance and one is
loft on the floor behind him. Of course,
cach ticketis picked up by somebody, ana
humsa nature is, on the general average,
so weak that the finder is most apt to
say to himself: * Hello! lLere’'s luck!
Some poor devil has lost this, bui I don’t
know whe, and couldn’t return it if I
would, Up thespout for $10, eh ? Well
thee, it must bo worth 820 or $25 any-
way, for pawnbrokers never give more
than one-half and generslly ouly one
"quartet of the real value on auything.
; The watch isn't mine but 1 might just as
‘well bave it as that blood-sucker of a
i N - .
,pawnbroker. I'll go and get it out.”
iSo be does. Tlo pawnbroker, as is the
uniform customw, takes the money along
!with the tiokot offered for redomption.
' Then ho goos to tho shelf, takss down a
' package done up in paper and strings

beariog the nuwmber of the ticket, aund
banda it over. The man does not stand
around there to exnmine his prize. How
doos he know but the loser of the ticket
may como in at auy tnoment to give noti-
fication of his loss and stop delivery of the
watch ?  He hurries away to the nearest
beer shop, nervously toars off the papers
and then proceeds to paint the atmos.
phere blue with his obsecrvations. Of
course be capnot have any redress. He
oan't kick on a transaction the basis of
which is his endeavor to obtain a wrong.
ful possession of another man's watch.
Besides what could be prove anyway, but
that the pawnbroker's judgment 1n the
valuation of pledges was sometimes bad
or hig liberality in loans spasmodically
surprising? — N. Y. cor.- Manufucturing
Jeweler.

THS NUMBERS ON A WATOH FACE.

A group of travelling men were gather-
ed about astovein a hotel ofhce tl . other
evoning, when one of them startled Ins
fellows by saying : < I do not believe that
one of you can tell wbhat kind of
numerals are on the face of yuur wateh,
| and if_you ean I will bet the cigars for
the party that not 2 man here can write
thom down as they are on his watch.

* I'll take the bet,” snid one who prided
bimself on his qualities of observation.
I look at my watoh at least ten times a
dsy, and I know I can do it.”

*+ All right —begin,"” remarked he who
had made the proposition.

“Do you want them in a circle?”

* No. Along a line will do.”

« Well hare goes,” and he hegan pui.
ting down I, 11, II, until ha got to four,
where he hesitated. TFirst he put down
1V, and then, glancing at the clock
the room, changed it to IITI, and procecd-
ing wrote V, VI, VII, VIIf, IX, X, X},
XIL

«There 1" ho said exaltingly, «“I think
I bave won the cigars for the cro=d.”

« I will just bet you tho driaks you
haven't," replied the other.

“Woll, Iwill goyon,” at tho sametimo
pulling out his watch.

“ \Well, show me VI ou your watch
and 1 mil setle for overything,” remarked
he who made the proposition.

Allcrowded arcund and gave tho smart
man the langh, and be then sand there
rosolved nevor again to bet on a man's
own game.—FEx.




