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THu PMOPOSED WOOLLEN Trusr.

PROl'OSi) omtbitie of tit tanadian woolier
nlits has vreated .a great deal of talk durng the

past fuw m1nths. lut itke the wid, nu
Ont knewu w. litier it tamle or wlhtiier it
w.nt, and no unîe seim:tus lu base an) de-
finait knledge on the nujeet. All that
is ktiu wn ià that there has been ntch talk

amtong those who are intvrested in a secotdar .way, and tha. a
little mention of it was made at the sceret neting of the Catna-
diani woollen mlanutfacturers htld in thib tity on1 May .rjrd.

lis bevret meeting ha. bothierud a great mîany peuple. But
Tnt.. RF.%i.inf à in Urinforitatiun showmig that the

oni real tupi. Ut dis.usstun wmas the tarff questiotni. licr was
somte talk of v.ombination, but nu detfitte plan was proposed.

iiie mtitig was not a ter> represenitatve une, and its trans-
actions didn't amoutint to anything and would apear miuch less
important if they> had nlot lenti pamtîted wiith tlie dehleate color-
ing of secreCL. The1 wouien mten wanit a vontinuation Of the
tariff, but th wiser leads du not bother thetciiles with com-
bitnation tailk.

The talk has proubl artsen fron the fact thiat tweeds, grey
flanels, knit.underw.ear and liosiery have all been cut ti price
until at preseit tnargns are small. It blankets hie kntfc lias
beeni usedi tu greater effect, and niaiy lnes are bcing sold below
cost. The woollen industry is seeningily tending towards the
sane position as the cotton industry occupied before the cotn-
bination. Bul it is nut niecessarily true that the sanie result will
be produced. As an example in proof of the above statement
it may be ientioned that a Une of underwear which sold ten
years at $io.oo is now sold at $5.25; and the price of wool has
not fallen very much. Tie itroduction of labor saving machin-
ery has lessetned the price soiewiat, but tie great lowering is
due to the cutting away of profits. 'hie larger mills with their
huge investmtents are feeing the cuttng in a greater degree than
the smaili two.set mills. 'he latter are run by water power and
by cheap or family labor. 1'ie consequcence is that tie little mill
is macking a decti living and no more; while the larger inills
findii their dividends only with a microscope.

As ait example of low the larger mills were feeling the eut-
ing, the recent changes in the milis controlied by 1). Morrice,
Sous & Co., nay be cited. This firiî were selling for ''he Penman
mills at Paris, l'le ''horold mill, 'lhe Coaticooke Mill aid the mill
at Port Dover. Findiig that tncither they nor the mills were
making nioney, these well.kiown antitufacturers' agents decided
to apply a reniedy. 'hey accordingly brouglt the mills more
directly under tlicir control by increasing tieir financial hold on
thei, and now they confine eaclh nuul to its own specialty, and
have remiîoved all competition from amoing their own mills. The
snaill saving in this way will enable then tu make a profit out
of knit underwear. 'Tie Coaticooke mili has 7 sett of cards, the
Thoroid mill 3, and the Pars mills 15. These with the Port
Dover miii give these sellmig agents a fair share of the knit
underwear put on the Canadiain market. But while they have
made an internal saving in tus way, they can iake no per-
ceptible impression on the market iti the way of influencing
prices, so long as the liait a hundred or more mills who make
the sanie class of goods continue to sell at the present unprofit-
able prices. It is thesmîall millis who set the price. Ifthe prices
were fixed the big mills would get hie order. 'l'he small mills
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know this, and sucure orders ot.iy by cutting prices to a simaller
or greater e.tent. So long as the smaill niil!s are inddenectlt
the prices will lb. as low as living competition cati bring themn.
Morcouer, the small mill will always be in existence ; because
eei if ail the snali mills in Canada to-day were bouight
tp, there #.ouid be as many mure put in operation mside of
three mnnths, and nu one Mill need have over $t5,ooo cantal.
It costs îer) littie to start a woollen mill as conpared with the
cxIknsiNe plant reuquired for a cotton mill, and for this reason,
if for nu uther, tiere is nu prospec;t for a combination.

The need uf somne stop tu the present cuttitng is mîore ap.
parent in the case of knitted goods than in the case of twee(ls.
It tweeds each mill produces different patterns, and this variety
prevents the direct conparison that prevails to a great extent tt

underwear. In the latter the lines are tecessarily very stîmtlar,
tno matter whu lmiakes them , and the onliy way to decide whici
is the better of two ligies is to examine the minute details of
finish, some sliglt difference in terms, or othèr minute variaton.
'his more direct comlparisun tauises the agents of knittmg inils

to cut a few cents a do.en to obtain orders, where if the subject
of the sale had been a tweed, the best pattern would have won
without the necessity or thought of a cut.

But il there is nu hope of a combination to save the profits
of the mianufacturers of ktnitted goods, what other way is there
to prescrve this industry fron financial disaster? T'tiui l.iyc
Goons Rvt.:w has a remed) to propose, and a full explanatton
will ble given il the next issue.

OANADJAN PATRIOTIM OIER-SHADOWgD.

H ERE is mucli talk of standing up for Canadian indus-

tries, and some of this patriotic talk is genuitie comnition
sense. But an incident in connection with the Roail

wedding in Great Britain shows how far patriotism is carried in
that country, and Canada may well take the example to heart.
Every country should encourage its own industries, because
these are necessary to the well-balanced life of a prosperous
nation, even when the basis of that prosperity is agriculture.
The incident referred to is thus described by The Drapers
Record :-" ''he mother of the bride-elect, the Duchess of Teck,
has entrusted the orders for ier daughter's trousseau entircly to
British firms, and lias, we are told, gone so far as to stipulate
that "all the materials used shall be of home manufacture."
.England comes in no doubt for the lion's share of these orders,
Ireland will provide linen, while-although nu actual intiniation
is made of this-we may take it that Scotland will not be over-
looked. All this is only what we, in common with everybody
else, regarded a foregone conclusion. Among the English Royal
Family the Duchess of Teck and the popular Princess May have
stood out prominently as champions of British industries; they
have endeavored to infuse with fresh vitality those industries
that have fallen into decay, and generally associated themselves
with every good object that was essentially English in its char-
acter. It is gratifying to know that, as the auspicious event
grows tncarer, the impetus to the trade of London increases, as
of course it is bound to do. Business has reccived a welcone
and, perhaps, timely encouragement, and the revival is, or will
be shortly, cnjoyed by ail classes of the trading comnunity."

Beeton has again been visited by a big fire. Andrews' dry
goods store lost $ro,ooo and Mrs. Patterson, millinery, $i,ooo.
This fire occurred on the night of the 4th inst.
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