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brief parochinl report for tho year by the inoum-
bont would form a substantial and suggestive intro-
duotion to our missionary addresses,

Thoy would tend also to correct ono of the most
common and glaring faults of anch speeches, viz:
their vaguo and unpractical nature.

We aro quite awaro how much casior it is to show
that anything is not porfoctly well dono by another
than it is actually to do it bottor oursolves, and we
write not simply with a desiro to find faults, but
rather in the hopo of aiding in some slight monsuro
to remove them.

The truth is, that with respoct to missionary ad-
dresues, a vory eloborate proparation is nractically
only a littlo inforior to naking none a4 all,

Set discourscs or orations usually seom stiff and
formal and fail to arouse intorest or onthusiasm,
Indead a good sensible, judicious, stirring and ap-
propriate missionary address is a very diflicult thing
to produce.

In order xoally to take hold of the peoplo it must
be natural, gonial, prowing up out of tho occasion,
and yet thoughtfuily calculated by means of a fair
scquaintance with the goneral character of tho
pastor and flock, and tho circumstances of tho
parish, to avoid all shoals, and tend incidentally to
stimulate wpiritual life, confirm tho congregation in
their allegiance to the Church, and stir them up to
greater liberality and activity in her cause,

A knowledge of the needs of the diocese, and of
human natiro,—a mind fully stored with ideas upon
tho chief topics which are suitablo for such meet-
ings, a warm and loving heart and an carnest pur-
pose, joined to that readiness of thought and fluenoy
of apeech which aro seldom attained without years
of diligent practice—these qualifications, and not
elaborate, special and verbal preparation—aroe what
is required to equip our men for their deputation
work,:

We feel happy in the conviction that we havoabun-
dant and excellont material in our dioceses for both
Iay ang clerical doputations, lacking only porhaps a
juster ideal of what missionary addresses should be,
and the opportunity of observing some good models,
in order to rise to a very high degreo of efficioncy.

A —t@rot
LENTEN MISSIONS,—PASTOR AND
PEOPLE.

Two or threo years ago a specinl Mission was
held in Lent in a number of the Toronto city
parishes. By mutual arrangement thé clergy held
the services overy ovening for a week in each
shurch, using a short devotional form, followed by
some brief, pointed addresses, with suitable hymns,

The congregations on these occasions were large,
and apparently devout. We may be suro that the
efforts thus made for the good of souls wore not
fruitless, and for a first attempt the methods
adopted were unquestionably succoasful, while ex-
perience and cxample mcy leach how to improve
wpon them.

Wo have bcen hoping to hear that a somewhat
similar movement wouid be initiated during the
holy season upon which we have again entered ; and
oven at this Iate hour it would be possible to com-
plete arrangemonts for a two weeks’ mission. Per-
haps tho work might be most effectivelyaccomplished
if one week were devoted to tho castern part of the
oity and another week .o the west. 1t would be
deairable to concentrate all the availablo forco upon
each series of services, and an effort should be made
to .procure very large congregations, There are
three churches in this city where, from their position
and capacity, such assemblies might most likely bo
koved for, viz.: 8t. James’s, Holy Trinity, and §t.

Goorgoe’s. Tho clergy of Holy Trinity have already
isgsued o programmo of apecial sorvices, remarkablo
for its completencss and adaptation to the wants of
tho people, and there is nothing to provent united
offort in accomplishing such an object.

It is ovidont from what is done in England that
such a mission would bo & great means of stirring us
up to fresh faith and love, and of arresting mnny
an ovil carcor. But tho oxperienco of tho mig.
sions in England shows most clearly that, cx-
colle 1t as is tho effect of tho public sorvices them-
nolves, thoy require to be followed up by direct
doaling with individual souls, and that in this way
only can the work be made sure,

1t is possible that the fault of churchmon has
been teo much complaint of one another and of the
dofocts which appear in our modes of operation,
rather than entertaining too high an opinion of the
Church'’s systom, and such a temper is & suurco of
wdakness and division, Still it is tho part of wis-
dom to recogniso and scek a romedy for roal hind-
rances to God's work that they raay be developed
in our midst, and ono such hindranco wo are con-
vinced is the want of direct roligions intercourio
betwoen the parish clergy and individual members
of the flock. It is, wo are glad to know, an ad-
mitted fact, that tho whole tono, character and
powor of tho preaching in most of our churches have,
during lato years, been vory groatly raised and on-
hanced, and Sunday, aftor Sunday, clear, forciblo
and sound instruction is impurted to interested and
attontivo congregations,

But what then1 Does tho pastor know much
of the condition and wants of tho scparate indi-
viduals who aro under hiscaro? Does he know
whore o fow words from him in private would bo
of immense help? Doecs he hear during the week
of any special offect produced by his preaching?
If ho does not, it is not because tho sermons
were unhcard or unthought of, but because the
habit of personal intercourse on the subject has
fallen into disuse. In our horror of auricular cor-
fession, wo have gone to the other extreme, and &
this day there is prebably no body of Christians
whore thore is Jess direct religious conference be-
twoon the ministers and individual members, than
in the Church of England. This arises from no
want of confidence or affection between them, but
from vicious custom alone. The conseqenco is
probably the loss of souls, and certainly of much
spiritual life,

If then a mission be hold, let it bo followed up,
and in any case wo would venture to press on the
attention of both priests and people at this Lenten
scason tho consideration of their ministerinl dutics,
and howmuchmore effectively thoy will bedischarged
if a habit of confidential and earnest religious inter-
course bo inculcated and established between them.
To effect this it must be known that the clergyman
i8 accessiblo at cortain times for the purpose, and
we believe he will not bo unvisited.

We trust these suggestions may commeond them-
soives to tho thoughtful not only of this city, but
throughout tho several Diocoses.

e et ) Pt s

We draw attention to an extended report of tho
Primary Missionary Meeting in the Church of the
Redeomer, Yorkville. We have given it somewhat
extended notico, from the fact of its being, so far
as wo know, the only missior.3ry meeting held this
winter in tho city. Wo trust that it may mark the
dawn of a bettor order of things in Toronto, and
that tho onlisting f the young cspecially will be
gonerally follewed. _The remarks of Dr. Hodgins
upon this subject wero heard with unfeigned and

unmingled satisfaction.
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It is to bo distinetly understood, that by Inserting lotte
wo nofther wish to convoy a favourablo n i
opinton of thoir cunt.cute? C¥an unfay oumbig

St s

WHERE IS THE SYNOD REPORT 1

—

(To the Editor of the Ciuncit Hzparp,)

Bir,—Will you, if within your knowledge, kindly inform
many of your remdors, who ato anxious to know, when the
Report of Synod, which held jts sittings cight months agos
will Lo ready for distribution? Xach yeartho delay in pree
baving the report secins to be increasing—two years ago {b
was rocoived in Novembor; 1ast yoar it was December sand
thia yoar wo aro far into Februery and stifl no report,
The Provincial Synod mot In Septenaber, andin November
the report of the proceedings was inour hands.  Weknow
that thoso concorned in preparing the annual report of our
Diocesan Synod say that there fs very littls matter for tho
Provincial Synod roport as compnared with the mas of
matter the furmer contains, Grauted that such is the
case, wero not the repurts of tho yarious Committess
printed and in. the hauds of membore of Syndd in June
last? The information contained in the report onSiatistion.
issont in . om the differnt parishes in May, as also the
Missionary returns; so that it would scom that all that
remained to bo done was toinsert tho report of tirecoedings
during the scesion of Synod (which might have been taken
from the daily papers)and the report would have been
complete Missionary mectingshave beon held, missionaty
ssrmons preached, parochial collactinns aro being made,
and we havo to go before our people ignorant of tho past
year's work, It is to bolioped that tho caure of this dolay
in issuing the report will bo investigated at the hext moet.
ing of Synad, anl the blae placed on theright shouldors,

Yours, &c.,
A MEMBER OF SYNOD,

February 12th, 1872,

—a@r
NORVAL AND THE MISSION FUND.,

(Z'o the Editor of the Cnvncrr Heravrn.)

DrEn Sin -In ono of your lato numbors I notico that &
statomont had boon made to tho Misston Beard tothe offect
that tho pooplo of Norval woro unwilling to contribute to the
Missionury Fund, That statomont was incorreot, and niust
have boon tho product of misapprohonsion and mistake.
During tho vory short time I havo beon in this parish it has
given substantial proof to tho contrary. Truo, I have hoard
loading mewmbors horo say that it scomed unrousonable for
this small parish, which has rendored itself, by ouclusively
voluntary offorts, solf-sustaining, to bo called upon to cone
tributo towards the mafntonnncoe of tho Offch in Iaryer vifs -
lages and moro woalthy plar- s than i3 oithexr Norval or
Stowa:town; but that Is o vory difforont thing from refusing
to support tho Mission Fund, .

Within the last tow monthstho peoplohorahavopurchased
o vory comfortablo parsonage; and, besidos tho 1ot on whish
it stands, two additiona} lots contiguous to i{t. They have
bought four beautitul chandeliors for the Norval churoh, to-
gother with othor noeded lIamps to correspond witn them,
Thoy havo mndosoveralucoedod improvomonts §n the church
and are contomplating still othor alterat{ong and additfons
to both churches and parsonago.

On Runday, tho 21¢4 ult., sermons wore proachsd and sp-
poals made fox our Mission Fund, when Norval gave siz dol-
1avs and sixty.four cents, and Htowartown two dollars angd
olghty-ono conts,

At tho annual Miss{onnry Mooting, on the 25th uli,, Xorval
gavo slx dollars and oighty-two conts. Stowartown was nos
favourod with o plnco on the list of Missionary Moetings, or
that congregation would also have properly responded.

Thoso facts show that tho peoplo of Norval and Stewartown
do not “rofuso to givoe to the Misslon Fund;” and thag
though thoy are paying all laudablo attontion to local mate
tors, tho missionary spirit is not quonched amongus. May
it Increaso a huudred-fold!

VYory truly yows,
JAMES MOCKRIDGE, M.A.,
Incumbent of Norval and btowartowa,
Fobruary 12th, 1872,
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TOM PAINE.

(To the Editor of Tur Cuurcyt HErALD,)
Bin,~X havo latoly soen nn announcementin the publie
papors of an intention on tho part of somo “Xroothinkors *?
in tho Unitcd States to eroct o tnonutnoent com:momorntive!
Isuppose, of tho virtucs of Thomas Paine, the notorious
author of * The Ago vf Reason,”
Permit mie to suggest that a monument Yo aleo crected, in




