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Walker, 821 Chesnut Street, Sold by Rev.
C. Kennedy, London, ¢, W,

The January number of this excelfent Re-
view contains various interesting and able ar-
ticles. Itcommences with an articleon * Pray-
ing and Preaching,” well worthy of the pernssl
of ministers and students. ‘Phen there follows
an interesting and enconraging article on * Re-
igion in Colleges.” ‘The third article is on
*Suwyers New Testament,” a specimen of
new translution, which certainly dves not ap-
pear to be an improvement on our old stand-
ard translation.  We hive afierwards an able
article on he Book of Hosen, nod in con-
eludion an urticle on “The Unity of Man.
hood,” un able review of the wurk which we
noticed in _our lust number by De. Cabell of
Virginia. We regard this as, on the whole,
a most excellent number,

Oren New Revcrons==1taeen Warno Estersoy ¢
His Writings and Qpinions. A lecture by

John C. Geikie,  Toronto: J. G, Gueikie,
1859,

Iz our last number we ndverted to Mr,
Emaron's visit to Foronto, the views which
he expressed, and *he lecture delivered Ly Mr
Geikie with reference to VM Emerson's views
aud opimons, We have now Lefore us Mr,
Geikie's Lecture, which has been published, in
accordance with the request of many of those
who heard it delivered,  After giving a brief
account of Bmerson lmself, Mr. Geikie pro-
ceeds to consider his views as set forth in his
writings,  He traces Emerson’s views to the
philvsopy of Kunt and his followers, who teach
thut our knowledge is from within, and not
from without, and thus strikenat the feundation
of un objective revelation. e gives speci-
mens of Emerson's teachings on various im-
portant subjects, which, we should suppose,
would somewhat startle his admirers—those at
any rate not fully committed to his system.
‘The Lecturer coucludes with a contrust be-
tween the old religion of the Scriptures, and
this vew religion of Emerson’s, We subjoin
a few of the concluding paragraphs of the
lecture.  We might liave given a more full
analysis of it, but we trust that it will be pro-
cured nnd perused by many of our renders.
Mr. Geikie certainly deserves well of the
christian public, both for the object he had in
view, and themanner in which lie has exceuted
his task,

““At the risk of repetition, let us recapitulate
briefly the characteristies of both (Ewmerson's
philosapy aud the Religion of the Scriptures):

If, then, we turn to the scope of their teach-
ing, they ditfer at once. Mr, Emerson and his
school do not preach to the mass, but rather
atfect to despise their rudeness and their Lluut
ignornuce which requires proof us s condition
ot belief,  Culture, with him, is to bring about
thereiguof the goodand true.  Itis to quicken
the seasibilitics, and fitthem for that intuitive
insight which perecives the highest truths by a
glance and by those who do not possess it, he
doesnot hope to be understood. Christianity ad
dresses itself to man as n whole, and claims his
acceptance by thestrength of its proofa. Philo-
osophy never raised cither a nation or atribe,
Christianity has clothed the naked savage
given his langunge form and system, exchanged
his war-clup for a spade, sent his child to school,
and led himself from ferocity and degradation
to u lifeof gentlences, honour and love. Mr
Emerson's God is a vast dreamy abstraction,
unknown—incapable of definition~a mere
apotheosis of collective map, for he tells us
that “Man is God in distribution”-—with no
bond of sympathy with His creatures so as to
direct thair will, or furm their love. Christi-
anity disclosesa Father in the lleavens, the
Great Archetype of all Fatherhood-—with open
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hand, and benighant eye,and loving voice,
and a care which isover all our waya Mr.
Ewmerson never thinks of directing us to his
conc«{btiou of God, for comfort, or hope, or
contidence in trinl: Christianity tells us that |
Jebovalh i3 the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land, the Father of mercice and the God
of allconsolation.  And, indeed, in the craving
of the sonl in al] countries after a Personal God
—a craving so intense that even in Indin, the
native home of Pantheisin, Rajuh Rammohun
Roy declared that Polytheism, which gives
every man s Personal God of hisown, wasa
deepand sincere belief—and in the perfect
counterpart to every want of the spieit pies-
ented in the Revelation of Jehovah, lie a sufiic-
ient refutation of Pantheism, and vindieation
of the Scriptures.  Voltaire's saying is right
—** St Dieu 0’ ceistait pus, il fandrait Uenven
ter,”  Panthieism tells us that in sounding the
depths of one man's thoughts, we sound’ the
depths of the Universe—that if we know our.
selves, wo know all the seerets of Being, but
our iustinetive =ense recoils from the assertion,
Chvistianity, on the other hand, chords with
our innate conviction in asking, who cav,
by scarching, find out God; who can find
out the Almighty to perfection 2 Mr. Ener-
ronu’s theory 13 opposed throughout to the mor-
al sentitment ot the tace. “The one censcless
hiun of his theology is, that mar is sl to him-
self, Law, Lord, Savivur, God, the Universe,
and thus at a sweep he destroys all the relat-
ions we should bear to a Parsonal God, e
weaches Fute—Christinuity  whispers Prov-
idence. e abolishes all mornl government
confoutids the qualities of actions, obliterates
the phrascology of right and wrong, obedience
and sin, from the \'ocabulary—dismis.%s all
responsibility from human acts, since they are
inevitable from the liws of our conatituion,
and since man, having no eparate personality,
can be under no sanctions of individual obli-
gation, The best aud the worst in his eyes
are one aud same, The deccived and the
deesiver are alike divine. 'We recoil from
such a shocking thought. Christianity, on
the other hand, epeaksthe conviction of the
heart, in its high morality, its demand for
holiness as the condition of seeini God. And
it has the response of our bosoms in werning
the sinner from the evil of his ways, and in
hanging up a deathless crown before him who
seeksafier rightcousness  Panthieism scoffs at
the idea of mediation. lumanity, by the fire
on ten thousand altars, craves it, and Chris-
tianity offers it _l’autheism offers no code, no
rules for our guidauce towards God and our
neighbour, coudemus the practical, lionowss
rhapsodics, vagaries, and impudses ; or ifit,

mueh milder than Mr, Emerson’s, cven this
dreary letter would not be dark enough for one
of hix disciplesin the hour of death, ~Contrast
with this agonizing uncertainty, with the poor
human bravery that tries to keep down the lid
of the future, the triutnph of having death
swallowed wp in victory, and all tears wiped
off from all faces. Compare its darkness and
unspeakable sadness with the Christian vision
of tﬁe future to Bunyan, tinctured by no phi-
losophy, with his bad epelling, his life in Jail,
and his lomespun trust in the word of God.
Remember the legend he saw glittering over
the gate of the Celestial City. "+ Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the Tree of Life, and may enter
in through the gates into the City.” listento
his sight of its glories—* Now just as the gates
were opened to let in the mien, 1 looked in af.
ter them, and, behold, the City shone like the
Sum, the stree's nleso were paved with gold;
and in them walked tany men, with crowns
on ther heads, palms in their hacds and golden
harps to sing praises withal,” To shoot out
into Infinite darkness, and keep as brave a
heart ns may be, as its uuknown possibilities
approach, is'all that Mr. Emerzon’s erced gives
to soften a dying pillow, Christianity sheds
on that of a dying auint the splendours of an
inheritanee incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, fills his soul with the fall of
immortal musie, and makes dissolution only a
deathi-like sleep, a gentle wafting to immortal
life, Which of the two speaks most truly to
our wantsand our longings? Let us us pay
our regards to that which adds another world
to this, and weaves rosrs and amaranths for
our brows when we reitch i8.”
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preaches work, iuspires it with no living prin-
ciple to directit.  Christinnity is sober and |
practieal, and turns to whatever can ullcvi:xtcl
onr sorrows, or clevate and bless us, while her |
precepts embrace the whole circle of human
relationship.  Mr. Emerson has no future to
which toinvite us, or, by the prospect of which,
to cheer us.  Absorption, as when a rain drop
falls on the occan—is the fate of all alike.
Christianity speaks to the innermost soul of
the race in opening the gatesof hmmortality
and Jetting the light from beyondstream down
on our fouteteps. There is no better test of a
system than itsfituess to our need when a spir-
itual power alone can sustain us,  In life we
may dream our thceorics, but death is the
experiment that proves their worth, If any

Witness Qffice.

December, 1858, Montreal.

THE BIBLICAL REPERTGRY AXND
PRINCETON REVIEW.”

111S able Teriodical has now completed the
29th volume,~-thus its course has not been

a short one : Lor does it show any symptoms
of falling off, but promises to Le still a rich
quarterly feast of instruction and lierary en-
joyment for many years to come. We do not
{tnow a Lelter—we might say an equal—work
for Ministers and Theological Students; indeed
for all intelligent and inquiring Christians, It
can be got through theRev. Andrew Kennedy

one wish to sce JIr, Emerson's philosophy in
the hour of trial, let im vead the last letter of
John Sterling to Mr. Carlyle, who had led him
from his early faith to the'dreams of Pantheism,
* Certainty,” he tclls us,  he hins none, and
has nothing for it butto keep shutthe lid of
those scerets, with all the iron weights in his
power.” But as Mr, Carlyle’s DPantheism is

London, C. W,, at the reduced Priee of 82 50c.,
which includes the charges of United States
’posu\gc, and thercis only 2d. of Canadian
ipostage to pay on each number. By sending
‘the names of new subscribers, with that sum
yto Mr. Kennedy, the work will be regularly
‘forwaxdcd per mail, from  Philadelphia, in
1January, April, July, and OQctober,



