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hesitatingly anticipate the upepringing of tho
-luulrdgogthe nkg. The formation of habits
{s & most decoptivo thing. An act is porformod
onco or twico, ‘Tho man, fondly supposing he
can stop when ho likes, procecds. Ho will not
be fottored by any pledges. He is master of
himself. Ho sipa; at firstit is disagreeabla: but
tho tasto is acquired; by degrees tho habit is
formed. Tho serpont coils around him, and
undor the influence o: his fatal poison, ho reols
along the street & blosted drunkard. ~An oath at
first grates on his ear. Gradually ho bOOOﬂ"IOS
accustomed toit. ‘'Thomoral senso isbenumbed.
His tongue is sst on firo of holl. It is just liko
the stone sot # motion at tho top of tho hill—as
it runs, itsqmpotuosity is increascd till it rushos
with a focco which nothing can arrest.  With
what opsphasis do theso considerations invest tho
language before us. When the powors aro fresh,
when tho soul is suscoptible, when the character
jsin procoss of formation, in this morning scason,
in the dow of your youth ¢ sow thy sced.”, Let
farrows -deep and broad be constructed for the
reception of the incorruptible sced. ¢ Hc that
soweth to the flesh shall of tho flesh reap cor-
ruption. He that soweth to the spirit shall of
the spirit reap life everlasting.” RE.B

Kxnos-ron_.

All communicati ted with the Record
and the General Agency of the Church, to be
geddressed to “ Rev. W, Riip, OrricE oF Tne
MissioNary aAND Eccresiasticar Recomp,”
Toronto.

Remittances in behalf of the Widows® Fund, and
Communications ted with that Scheme
and the Home Mission, to be addressed to
* Rxv. ALEX. Gars,” Mount AlbionP.O.,C.1V.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Communications intended for tho Zecord should
be in the Editor's hands by the 15th of the
month,

Tar Rxcorn.—Should any irrogularity occur in
any quarter, in the receipt of tho Record, inti-
mation should be sent at once to this office,
in order that the irregularity may be remedied.

f’OIl)e Record.

TORUNTO, NOVEMBER, 1853,

THE TIMES IN WHICH WE LIVE—
CALLS TO PRAYER AND MISSION-
ARY EFFORT.

The events which are taking place in our day,
and the changes which are, in the course of Di-
vine Providence, being effected in the condition
of various nations and communities, are fitted to
arrest the attention and awaken the interest not
merely of statesmen and men of scienco, but ol
Christians also. In one quarter we find Mahom-
etanism waxing decropid and effete, and the
Tuarkish Empire, heretofore the stronghold of
this delusion, .unable to maintain its indepen-
dence, and relying entirely on tho protection of
its allies. It is most carnestly to be hoped, that
Turkey will not be abandoned to the crafty and
aggrandizing policy of Russiz, and allowed to
be swallowed up by that ambitious and unscru-
pulous power. But to all human appearance,
Turkey must, ere long, experience some remark-
able change, and pass into some new state of
national and political existence.

Then in another quarter wo'find & mighty

rovolution swecping throughout tho vast extent
of the Chineso Empire—a rovolution, tho issucs
ol which we cannot protend to predict, but
which, in all probability, will tend to open up
that oxtensivo and populous country still more
widoly to tho commerco and to the Christianity
of England and America, and to assimilato tho
Chineso to thoso hitherto regarded as *outside
barbarians.”

Christians cannot look on such movements
without tho decpest interest in thoir future issucs.
And assuredly such movements should call forth
tho earnest prayers of the peoplo of God, and
stimulato their cfforts for tho- dissemination of
God's blessed word. ‘I'ho Biblo alono can be
thd foundation of a nation’s truo happiness, and
greatness, and prosperity. Not merely the mo-
ral and spiritual, but cven tho intellectual and
social well-being of & community, must be based
on puro and scriptural Christianity. And hence
it must bo of tho very greatest importance that
the Christian clemont should bo largely infused
into those nations and communitics which are at
present in a travsition state. If we are to seo
Turkey awakened from the slumber of ages, and
renovated nationally and morally—if wo are to
sce China regencrated, and taking among the
nations of tho carth that place in tho march of
improvement and progress, which, from her ex-
tent and population, she is entitled to occupy,
these results can only be produced through tho
influenco of a purcand living Christianity. And
tho prayers and cfforts of truc Christians should
unitedly bo called forth for the spreading abroad
of such a beneficial influence. Let present calls
then be listened to—let presentippenings be
taken advantage of—let the Bible'be dissemi.
nated in Turkey, China, and other lands; and
when the next Jubilee of tho Bible Society comes
round, it may beo joyfully and gratefully cele-
brated throughout regions now covered with gross

darkness.
———utatm——t——

OPENING OF KNOX’'S COLLEGE.

According to the intimation given in our last
number, this Institwion was apened on Thurs.
day, 12th nit. Besides the students, there wasa
largo company of ladies and gentlemen present,
including a considerable number of the ministers
of the Synod, not a few of whom had formerly
been students of this Collego. It was pleasing
also to sec scveral ministers and members of
other Protestant churches, among whom were
Rev. Dr. Taylor, Rev. Professor Lillie, Rev.
John Jennings, Professor Buckland, and John
Scoblo, Esq. A fow verses having been sung,
the Rev. Alexander Gale, Moderator of Synod,
offercd up prayor, afier which the Rev. Dr. Willis
delivercd the introductory lecture with his vsual
ability. After a happy allusion to .the recent
Jubilee of the Bible Society, Dr. Willis pointed
.out tho conncction betwcen the written and

standing ministry in tho Church; and what con-
stitutes a truc call to the work of the ministry. He
farther directed the atiention of his andience to the
various branches of learning, with which it be.

comes the student of Theology 1o be acquainted,

spoken word ; the importanco and necessity of & |

in ordor that he may be fitted for the great work
in which he is engaged, mentioning among other
subjects, the importance in the present day of an
acquaintanco with physical acience, and dwelling
especially on the cssential necemity of an inti-
mato knowledgo of the word of God, which is
tho armoury whence the minister of the Gospel.
must obtain his weapons, the tower of his
strength, and the source of his oncoursgements
and consolations. In the closs of his lecture,
Dr. Willis paid an cloquent and afivctionate trie
buto to tho memory of his late colleague, Mr,
Esson. Dr. Willis concluded his lecture, by
pressing on tho attention of the students the im-
portance of porsonal roligion, and tho necessity
of daily communion with God. He warned them
against allowing any study whatever, or the
reading of the Bible itsclf as students profedgn-
aily, to displaco from their daily habit commu-
nign with tho Bibie as Christian disciples. Hav-
ing before spoken of it as the armoury of min-
isters of tho Gospel, the source of their materials
in their work, he would finally recommend it to
thoir daily use, as the aliment of their souls, and
their solace amidst tho cares and perplexitics of
lifo.

Tho lecturo was an ablo and cloquent one,
and presented to the minds of the students sound
aad most important principles. Had not our
available space been filled up, we should have
given a moro full repor: of it.

The number of studonts entering college this
year, is greater than usual, being fiftoen. The
following are theirnanies :—D. Fraser from Red
River; W. Mackey, N. Gower ; N. McKinnon,
Brock ; W. Millican, Galt; Donald MeViear,
Chatham ; James Greonfield, Montreal ; James
Robertson, Quobec; D. Clarke, Port Dovor:
Thomas Fenwick, Toronto ; James Thom, To-
ronto ; Jas. Campbell, Williame ; Robort Leask,
Brock ; and Messrs. McLean, Milloy and Siove-
wright, from Scotland. In addition to these, we
might mention Mr. James Ross, from Red River,
at present studyiog at the University.

While the Church has had to mourn the re-
moval of one noted for his earncstncss and zoal
in tho work of education, thero is great eause of
thankfulness that his place has been so weltl
fitled up by the appointment of Professor Young,
from whoso talents and zeal, and peculiar adap-
tation to the work assigned to him, we anticipate
the happicst results. The classical department
is, as last year, under tho charge of tho Rev.
Johin Laing.

Our College is, under God, tho mainstay of
our Church. Let ministers and others look out
for pious and promising yourg men to cntor its
classes ; and let congregations bear in mind, that
if this institution is to be really useful, it must
bo adequately sustained. Let means then be
carly adopted for submitting its claims to the
cousideration of tho people. So far as students
are concerned, the prospect is in the meantime
highly encouraging. For while the number of
students. entering College is greater than usual,
all who had to take any part in their examina-
tion, were led to regard them as most promising
voung men. We trust that & liberal support for




