6 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.
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THE RELIGION OF JESUS, NO.L
FIRST PRINCIPLES, NO. 1.

No one knows the Lord Jesus but as he learns himn. No one loves
Jonaus, but as he knows him. Noone obeys Jesus. but-as he loves him.
W first learn—ther we love—then we obey. This is heaven's or,
dér. Jesus is taught and we learn him ; we thercby see his love, and’
henco love him ; and we discover bis authority in his love and shere~
fore obey him. Unsaved friend ! allow your understanding. your
heart, yourself in full, to be addressed on the subject of Jesus' Re-
ligion in its first or elementary principles.

The religion of the Lord being more hiuman, it needs move. than a
kuman teacher to teach it. TFhe lessons of heaven must be: taught
from heaven and with the authority of icaven. An Kuglish teacher
can teach the English language ; 2 Frenchman acquainted with his
own national tongue is capable of teaching Freneh ; a comumon seience
can be taught by any one who studies and understands it ; and in-
deed every subject, object. science, art, or system properly belonging
to the present world. can be taught by men whe are of the world.—
But to learn Divine lessons we necd a Divine teacler. A Luman
teacher for earthly things—a Divire teacher for heavenly things.

Jesus therefore teaches his ewn religion. ¢« He whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God.” So tLe great reformer. Joln the Bap-
tist, tells us, as reported by John the apostle, chap. iii. A& masterin

Tsracl might therefore with great prepriety call the Lord Jesus#a .
taaohersent from God.” Even his rankest cppesers were ecrstiain

ed to testify, # Never did man speak like him.”  Tle “ words of God »

are the words he speaks. “ He that hears me,"” says the Messiah, ,
“hears him that sent me.” The religion of Jesus therefore is to be

learned from himself; and since no other teacher is comypetent. he

kindly condescends to become the Great Teael:er of the sons of Adam. :

What a thought !—Jesus a Teacher, and men his pupils !

But whoig Jesus ? “ Who do meu say that I, the son of man. am 2 |

is aquery full of divine pith which originated with the Lord himself.

Yos, 512 quastion urges itself in the weighc of s mightiness wupon us, -

Wh wnd what is Fesus?  True, indeed, he is the Teacher sent from
God. speaking the words of God, and declaring God ; but he is more,
He is the Father's Apostle to the world ; but he is more. He is the
Chriz, of God ; but be is more. He is the Sacrifice for ain, the Ran-
som f.v all; bt he ismore. He is the Mediator between God and man,
the Ii :h Priest who Fas passed into the heavenms, the true Holy

"

flesh. {runanuel, God with us ; but he-is more. ITe is the Congueror of




