
THE~ INDEPENDENT FOIWSTER.

Use These Facts.

In1 the opinion of a great uîlany ineilîbers, the înlost
itcrcsting and iiiiportait~ .statenicîit ever issued bY
the Ur-der w'as that givenl by the Supreille Clijef in
tll!eebruai'y' issule of THîî~ E xEmsrFiss,
luin a suîuiliary ~vsmade of thle stanîding of
tic I.O.F. and tlic gr.tt work hliîie in 1897. Wu
gi vu froui tlîat stateîioxnt the fc f'iî acts, tliat
cý ciy inînber shiîoild reineuiober and use for the
stili furtier adviuliccîucîlit of our ereat Ordler.

1. Membership.- 24,685, showing a nîet~ gain for
1897 of '21,847, anîd an advaiie on ticgei foir 1896
of 6,013.

II. Average Age.-Tlotii« ! a year wvas a(1(ld to
the a ge of the Order, tAxe nuniber of young- mnix that
joined durixig, the year wvas so great tliat tie a%,er-
agre age, iitcadI of incercasinig, Nvas reduced frein
35 .49 vears to :35.40 yeurs. The 1.0.1?. is an Order
of youlig mii.

111. Death Rate. - For five years the dleath rate
lias beeni below 6 iin te 1,000, foîr 1897 thxe deatx
rate Nvas. 5.56 iii the 1ixousaud, a rcmnarkably lowN
(bath rate for an Order iii the tweiity.fourth ycar
of iLs history.

IV. Surplus.-On the 3lst Deceinbcr thec surplus
stood at ',-2,558,S32.78, showiîîg a gain of $4,
:;148.40 for tlîc ye .,. A iarked advance ,ri the
gain illa(le iin 111Y prio1s1 Yea-e.

V. Bene-fits Paid.-M\oi-tuary benefits to the
beneficiaries of dcceased Foresters8817,647.45, siek
and f uneral beniefi ts $1,29,077.65, total andpriiî
cnt disability bexiefits $43,500, anîd 01(1 agboe
lits, $2,000.00 ; a total of 17992,225.60. Thiis vast
xîînouiît w-cnt to relieve sîifferiiîg and bereavcd ones
at a tile whiei their need wvas greatcst.

VI. Management Expenses, for the secinng of
icw% business aixd Uic carrying of thc old business,
w'ere oîîly ý5.68S for cach icw ineinber received inito
the niîortuary departinent, ais ompare..l with 86.81
for tlue prccding ycar.

VII. New Courts.-Txe number of niew courts
iiîstituted during 1897 w-as 458, or an average of
*38 pcr miontlî.

Gains since the beginning of 1898.-On the ist
April the sur-plus w-%as $2,714,314.64, an increase of
$ý1 55,481.86. The inenibcrship on tiîe êirst of Mareh
îvas 112S,540, a gain of :3,S,-5 in two nionths. The
iinc courts addcd since January Ist -xuniber 185.
Nothing is needed but a united, persistent effort
on the part of the rnembers to have the member-
ship at x5o,ooo, and the surplus at $3,oOooo

when the Supreme Court mneets in August.

\Vc glaly add to the goodly list of brothers re-
ceiitly clcIcted to thc Ontario 'Legislature the iîame
Of 1Bîn. Henry Eiber, M'ý.P.IP., of Soutli Huron, a
niniber of Court Crediton, No. 14, and a P.C.R.
Congratu)ations, brothior.

Don't.

.Below we give a dozcn " dlon'ts," sliglitly inodi-
lied to suit ouri' niîbcrs. \ c found thîcîn ini Our
Ifon.ze, thec ollicial organl of the lloiîic Circle.

1. ])on'lt fail to bc pi'cscît at ail your court
ileetinigs.

'Ž. Dont% fail to pavy you' dlucs prolnîptly.
~3. Doîî't fait to pay youir asscssilncnts 1proînpltlv.
4. Don't forgct~ tu, have a picasaxît snîiile auîd ai

welcoiîîe for'cc'yoy
5. 1)on't forgct tl'at the officers of youî' court

atre wvorlzingý for yo)i. icir initcrests are yours
also.

6. Don't tal'i. duî'iuîg iîîitiatory cerenioi)ies.
7. 1)on't forget to pay' 1 iaiticuI '. attention to

îieNv înieinbcrs.
8S. Don't forget to have applications always on

lia nd.
9. Dotu't forgret to bring in ixîcw incunibeis.
10. Don't forget to visit other courts.
11. Don%'t say too iinuch'if asked to speak.
12. l)ont forget to rcadl Tu INDEPENDENT

FORESTEI,. Thiere is nîuchel to learni by so doing.

"Saved Him from Becoming a De-
pendent."

:,elcnibers dIo not asi a x'ule appreciate the benefîts
thlb arc assurcd theîîs on joining the 1.0.1?. The
social side of the Order lias net bcn dcveloped as
iiucl as it deserves. XVc are persuaded tîxat tîxis
teature will reecive miore and more attention. Iii
the iiidst of the actiî'itics and coxîpetitions of
businîess, thleî'c is danîger of xxglecting the social
relatioiiships and clainis of life. Iii the courtrooni
încînibcrs mccut as brothîcîs, Jay aside tîxc-r cares
and enjoy one aîxotîer's fcllowslîip, and acquire a
(iceper iiîtcîcst iii one azîothcr's welfare. Thei sick
bexiefits enjoye(l by thousands have stood betwcen
iiiany a fxuîxily and hiardsliips, if not want, at sua-
sons Nvlienl the lîruadwinnier %vas laid aside. T[w
disability bcîîefit, of %vlicel littie is said, lias
broughlt a mnieasure of coinfort to huiîdreds, and
savcd thexu, as the followixîg letter sets forth, froin
beconiing depcîîdcents onx otliers w-lien henlth, w-ns
irretrievably lost. The tcstixnoxîy of 1\r. Rounds,
tlîat, lias coic unsolicited, is conclusive proof of
ail we have saîd:

PAVILlON CENTRE, N.Y.
MNardli 21st 1898.

.MR. C. R. FITZGEIZALD,
Higli State Sec., I.O.F.,

Buffiado, N.Y.
DEAR SIR :

About ten years ago mny brother, Eugene Rounds,
i'ccexitly dceascd, joixîed the Valley Court, Inde-
penîdenît Order of Foresters, iii Saginaw, MNidi.

'ric years ago, in1 conIsequence of siekness and
discase, lic w~as totally incapaeitate(l froîn perforni-


