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considcrably in advance of the number
wha attended inI-Ialifax lastwintcr. There
'vere three studying nt Princeton and threc
nt Edinburgh. Mr. Robert Cumrning and
Mr. Samuel Archibald have returncd, being
licentiates of the Presbytery of New B3runs-
,vick, New Jersey, and are bath under
appointncnts. Alr. Chase bas returncd
fram Edinhurgh and lias received subjerts
of trial frotn the Presbytery of Halifax.

The occasioal departure of a student ta
enjoy ' ho advantages of travel '%vith the
bencfit of a course of thcoîogy and cognate
branches in the institutions of ]3ritain or
Axnerica, is flot a thilug in itself te 'bc
dcplored. And yet on the other hand the
cburch cannot bie contented while se large
a proportion of our young men absent
themscivcs ta suecb an extent from ourown
institution supportcd at Ea great a cost-
The dimini,,hing, numbers in actuel attend-
suce stem ta eall for inquiry into the whole
question of aur theological sehool, and to
invest with peculiar intercst the pending
procedure and report af the committee on
the theological curriculum.

The Boardl feel constrained ta speak on
the financial part of this subject with great
plainness of speech. Somne three years ago
the Education Board gave notice ia their
annuel report that the capital fanâs of the~
church were being drawn upon ta an extent
whieh caused thiet Board serions fears as ta
the resuit. About the samne trne the Board
of Superintendeuce made a cnreftd examnij-
atian of their revenues and liabilities,
infarmed the church that $1200 per annuni,
about the average amaunt af salary of one
out af the five Frofessars snpported by the
churcli require ta bie raised annually, and
yet the amount af collections by cht4rches
are falling off rather than rising. On the
year before lest $1 118.02 were raiscd while
Wny $900.77 wcre received during the
élosing ycar, and, thnt the dcficiency for the
year is therefore large. Last year it
amnuntcd ta $S.; notwithstanding the
receipt of over $300 from the Governors
of Dalhousie College, being intercst of three
pears on a doit due by the Governors of
that Institution. Durlng the last season
they received anly one third of that sum,

and bail by direction of Synod ta appro-
priste $60 ta aid students ai thcoiogy, s0
that the deflciency for the preste year
amounts ta over $300. And what is the
explanation ? It is simply this that one
heuf af the cangregations of the Synod have
given within the ycar NOTISINO AT ALL.-

Tbey do not complain that with a very few
exceptions the appropriations made are
very smaîl comparatively because the whole
sum ta lbe reîsed 18 nat large, but they are
persuaded that the Syaod will hear with
surprise aud sorrow, that their Educatianai
funds accumulated by devatedl sud liberal
tuen and womcen who have departed this
lufe are beii,,g grsduaily disintegrated and
diminislicd because s0 meny of aur congre-
gatians decline, or aur sessions negleet ta
see that a collez3tioa is miade annually for
ministerial education.

Are wve then, as a church, te fait fratu or
ta follow the exampie ai aur faretathers in
the cause of ministerial educatiaul Shahl
we look ta the disruption or Free chureba
fathers, and were their efforts in this great
cause feeble or fitful I Sheil we look far-
ther, ta rte secession fathers, or yet farther
lisck, ta the founders af the church ai
Seotlend, wvere they nat ail like the earlier
reforniers, zealons cducationists, and anxi-
ans for a lcnrned as well as a pions rainis-
tryý We look ta a higher model. We
consider the example of Christ iiimself, for
befare fie sent forth. fls disciples ho took
care thet they should hc with hitu during
thrce years, rccciving iight from, Ilimself.
They were called Ris disciples. They
ivere fis stndents-aud were getting ready
ta go forth as apastles.

Our American Presbyterian. brethren
give most libcra.tly ta furnish and ta uphald
their theological sehoals, and set spart a
day for speci prayer for rte power ai the
spirit ta rest upan Professors, and an the
yaung men, who must leave their mark for
good or evii ou the church, end on their
country. What theme mare fitting for
prayer and counsel 1-lor the assembled
eidership 1

There are a few matters ai business
which tnay bce glaueed et lu passing. The
sehool premises in Gerrish Street continue
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