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historian, Torfieus, in the year 1805, claimed constant action of the tide, in consequence
for his ancestors the glory of having dis- of which several of the characters are oblite-
covered the New World. This claim lid rated. The word "Thorfinus" and the
been strengthened by a work published by number I 132 " are distinctly marked. The
the Royal Society of Antiquaries at Copenha- «Tli" in the Tlorfinus are in Icelandic
gen in 1837, and ivhich hnd imparted a new characters, and Iorphinus" in the oncient
impulse to this subject. The work was en- Roman. Tue132wesalsoergravedinthean-
titled " Antiquitates Aincricana, sivq Scrip- cient Rom.n form of writing numerels. The
tores Septentrionales Rerumn Ante-Colum- circumstance of thc Roman letters being used
bianarum in America." It was edited by the may be easily explained. Cliristianity vas
Jearned Prof. Raft, of the Univereity of Co- introduced into Iceland about the end of the
penhagen, and published iii the original Ice- tenth century,- at whieh period there %vas
laudic, and accompanied by a Danish and evidence that tle Latin language wes culti-
also a Latin translation. This work gives vated ln that country at least by individuals.
an account of the voyages macle ta America Now, there is a remarkable coincidence be-
by the Scandinavian Nortmen during the twecn the monument just described and an
tenth, eleventh, twvelfth, tlîirteenth and four- account in one of the rnanu.scripts published
teetith centuries. Their accounts of tlîeir in the "lAntiquitates Atnericance." Tt is
early voyages are pnblishied from authentic t"ere stated that Tharfius a n Icelandic
nanuscripts which aire datcd ais far bock as chief, ade a voyage to Vinla in the year

the tenth century. F rom this ivork it would 1000; and that in the course of three years
appear dit tire ancieRt Northerns explored he avas eilled in a battle with the natives.
a great exteut of the eastern coasts of Northà It is worthy of observation, as proving tat
Amprica, repeatedly visited many places in thy bed saine knowledg of Christianity,
Massachunsetts aud Rhode 1sland, fnuglit and tht a cross tas placed at the head of his
tradcd ivith tîe natives, and attempted to grave. The particulars i ahorinus s voyage

tluey called l*cllaland (i. c. slate land), the also uninutely recorded. His wvife, who nc-
counitry further south thcy named 17fuckland compatird him ta Amnerica, returned after

oo ane the coudiry most souther n s eath to [coland ith her son, who vas
tbuy calned Vinland (viN elNhnd).-uhicl is eborn Ii America. This son f Thorfinus
suppose l to wfave extended as far south as bcome a chiefain; ad from hit, according
Massachusetts or Rhode Island. The genceral ta genealogical tables, are descended many
fentures if the coutry accord uith the de- emithet niqu, ineluding Prof. Fino Mag
seriptiogs ricelu hey have given. The dis- nussen and the celebrated scuptor Thor-
covery of America by the Northerns is con- wraldsen. Tite author coaeluded by alluding
firmed by an inscription on ae rock on te to the supposed discovery of Aerica by
batik of tîe river Tauntton, aa place called Prince Madoc in the îwelfth century; the
Diglettn, in the State of Massachusetts, and only information respecting vhich wns re-
whlich until rccently bcdl defied aIl efforts aI ceived fromn the poems svritten by Mcredyîh-
interpretatin. The carliest Nev England ap-Rhys lu 1478, of Gatyr Owen in 1480,
colonists obserre the inysterious characters indCynfyn.ip-Gron%, whoIived in the same
Oat this rock; and more than 150 years ago perio .
Dr. Cotton Mather, of Boston, senît att im- Sitdstics.-Prsidcîit, Mr. J. HI. Vivian.
perfect draving wt the inscriptiou to tie -J. Fletcher, Esq., read a statement cor-
Royal Society. It also a ntracted the notice munîr.tted by Mr. Hume, M.P., On the
of the ev. Dr. Styl es, President Yale Anmal aintcase of Property, and of the Ex
Coulege, uearly 100 years ag, who sentfdc- porLsand Imports, la Canada," demonstrat-
siniles of te inscription ta masy leaned ig the great rapidity vith which the mos
societies l Europe,-but ail attcmpts ta de- valoche and permanent species of ( lveavte
cipher tuen rvere in vain. An accnrate accumulates l Canada, and the extent ta
drawin of the inscription s-as madu [uy te vhich the Province is already able to con-
Rhtode Islandi Historir.iI Society, n feiv ycars s uîne catd employ gooda of variaus lcinds
Sirice, Rild a cnpy .vns Seunt ta the Royal So- sent (romn titis coutitry, and ta pay for tluem.
cietyofNorlir Antiquitiesat by its exports to Great Britain and its de-
whic ed ta a more satisfactory resut. ir petîdeîcies. ViaI power wilI henceforth la-
surface nfterock htich bearste liscription crease atentcaaly, at a rate greatly exceedig
is about 12 fet iii Sngth an 9 fet i , that of former yers, nder the influence of
nol is covered ith hieroglyphics forming a principle long recagcizet. An inquiry ers

turee distinct lintes. Tire chracters are the intoun t of the banking and mercantile
deeply engraveit in greywacke, anti Muet capital eraployed in thse. brade, shippiog, and
have requireti the labour of several t0ys. agriculture of Canada vould strengthen eard
Tite lwer part of tire rock is subject ta tihe greatly exteni these results. The rateable
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