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Month's Work

i A. . Hosial, Beamsville, Ont.

With June cones a decided change
in the arrangements of our colonies.
During the spring nonths and Up un-
til June before the opening of Che
clover, the colonies have been worked
to their utnost for brood to have
them of sufficient strength to gather
the harvest, but after the beginning
of the honey harvest to continne to
Ishi thein undtly for brood is mis-
directing then iii their work, they
should iow be directed stronîgly into
honiey gathering instead. The honey
harvest begins about the i oth of June
with the opening of the clover bloon
anl lasts on an average about
one nonth and not all suimmuer as
many suppose.

The first work to be done iii sui-
ier management is to arrange the
conies for gathering. This is
imphly arranging their hives, so that
their 1)rood chanbers will be as
nearly as possible filled with brood
and devoid of honey, with the surplus
cases iumediately above the brood
and as near to it as possible. To do
this, the hives should be all gone
over just before the clover bloom
opens, and aiv combs found iii the
brood chambers which (1o not contain
brood reiove, and the space which
they occupied closed up with fillers

sometim'es called "dumnunies." ) If
ti queens have been normnally pro-
lific, the colony wintered well, and
bteil properly nanaged during the
spring. ticre should be but few
combs to be thus removed unless the
kuo9l-clh:mers of their hives are
mireasonably large. As soon as the
hive-s are tis arranged, those colon-

ies which have no surplus cases
already on them should now be given
one eaci, placing at the saine time a
slatted queen-excluder between their
brood-chanber and the case just
given then. This queen-excluder
and the fillers will keep the queen
out of all surplus cases, and prevent
lier unduly spreading the brood,
which now would be at the expense
of honey to any more combs than
are already occupied with it. It will
also have a tendancy to make the
queen keep these remaining brood
conbs filled with brood, and so de-
void of loney, thus during the honey
flow briniging the brood near to the
surplus cases, and also forcing the
bees to store tleir ioney in them. It
is a decidedly mistaken idea to have
the brood-chamiber filed with honey
now in order that the bees nay have
sufficient to winter on. Their brood
chambers shoutild be sol idly filled with
brood, and devoid of honey if our
colonies are to do their best and mnost
work iii the surplus cases.

Any colonies which by the first
week iii June are found to be too
weak to work, siould then be united
with other weak colonies until one
of suficient strength be obtained to
(o profitable work : it cani then be
arranged for gathering the samne as
the others.

Besides being arranged for gatier-
ing as directedi, everv colony should,
if not done sooner, now be given an
entrance the full width of the hive iii
ront, and fron one-half to one inch

deep, amd if the hive is not alread1 y
standiig iii the shade it should be
shaded. If the hive has a flat cover,
this can be done by cleating together
of tlin cheap lumiber, two feet wide
by tirce feet long and placing it on
top the hive in such a position as to
protect it fromn the direct rays of the
sun. NO 'ive should now be any'


