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of people always brings.  Otherwise, the | shricked out.  Marit was roused by my | cried father, and Marit flew down stairs ¥
THE BATTLE surrounding  stillness was  undisturbed |cry, and coming to my bedside asked | to open the door |

OF THE WOLVES. | *e by the uecasional grosuing of some | drowsily what was the matter o ol e {1k g

heavily Inden vohicle on the road or the RRLP POR AJAX

slatuming of & dooe in the distancs The huge animal bounded northward
udde wother seized Look I cried, pointi with vigorous leaps, past Ole, and not
vom the Norweglan of Jcob Bu, | Suddenly my hrother seized wy nrm 1 ps, )
e . - Hark ' whispored he At this moment Hector, for it was his | resting until be had found him whom he
v father was & winister in the snll head 1 had seen, barked loudly, and | was seeking. Then followed a matchless
THE WOLVES THE WOLVES ¥ 8

standing on his hind legs with his fore- | display of indomitable strength and fero
paws on the window sill, made o desper- | cit
ort to see thre the frost painted g"uur dogs were engaged in mortal com
ylnsa bat with one tall, powerful wolf, who was
bad once protocted the dog kennel had | from a point still furth Moving toward the window, Marit | just about to get the better of Ajax
Bllen to decay, and it had not heen and presently fromw cleared u space und stood peering out in- | With head proudly erect, Heetor spran
Mought worth - while to have it roplaced. | the valley .~ Throwing back his head, [to the night. 1n an instant T was at her | to the group, seized the savage brute a
We had two dogs at the parsonage Hector listened intently Ajax bristled | side, barefoot and trembling.  To my | flung it high into the air. As it came
Ajex and Hector AjJax was . con m fand growled.  We boys knew the sound | dying day 1 shall never forget the sight sprawling down he throttled it and
Marehound, white and black saddled.  He | and shuddeored wo saw slapped the groand with it like one gone

b of Upper Rendale, in Norway
‘:...‘ first sottled at Upper Rendale From the thicket
nage the parish had been unmolested | hungry howl was ris
:'ymr-.h_\ wolves.  The old fence that | night air It was |

ip the slo

v the opposite side

ws medivm sized and the most spirited Let's home,” said wmy brother, | In an open space on the hillside, north | mad, making the snow fly in all directions
wimal | ave over known Inshing our sleds together of the parsonage, a dark mass was writh- | Suddenly he relaxed his hold—the wolf
We suall boys had many w werry We were on our way down the hill | ing and tossi m the snow amid simels | was dead
folic with him. Often when he had | when some one eallod us from the par- | and howls that rent the air like the roar At the door of the servants’ hall stood
Bounded far heyond us to feteh s hall or | sonage of & distant waterfall Ole, with Ajax in his arms. Heetor
watick one of us had cast he would lie At the door father was waiting for us * Waolves ! murmucod Marit, grasping | bounded toward them, sniffed st the
fown, his head botween his paws, his| He patted Hoctor's head olped us hoys | my arm trembling, bleeding Ajax,and then darted
e boaming with roguishness, to wait | put up our sleds and bi b off the snow Just then mother opened the door lead- | back into the thickest of the fray. Lay-
wotil we cnngght up to him.  As soon as | and then hurried us into the house g into the hall, and Heetor, darting | ing the wounded hound on & cushion, Ole
mewere near enough to touch hum he The wolves are ahout,” he said quiet- | past her, sprang

own the steps and was | hurried northward again, taking with him
would dart nimbly away, and so he would | Iy to mother, s he took up his paper only stopped by the front door two other Inds, each armed wnﬁ an axe.
Roep it up until we dropped down, unable Bho soomed uneasy and questioned us | Mother gave orders to put the chil When they reached the battle field the
Wmake another 1top. Then he would | children protty closely, A serios of wolf result of the combat was decided, Four
wer | storses followed, one of them about » man | fore every in the house was dressed | wolves lny dead or dying, among s heap
Ho was never known to| who had & warrow esdipe from o wolf | and at the window commanding & viow of | of mangled dogs, The others had skulked
map or sunrl at us, no matter how rough | which had sprang at him one dark night | the straggle away, but their hideous howling was still
o might be o the public hyghway Fumous for all time in the parish will | making the night dismal. Hector moved
He flew at every dog, lango or small, | ** You see, ehildren, you cannot be too | be that battle fought between six or seven | from group to group, sniffing at the dead

ppearod on the road.  Swift as | earoful,” said mother, ns she rang the bell | wolves and the fiercest dogs in the vicin- | and fawning over the injured dogs that
2:.,".,;. with jaws that gripped like a | for the maid to bring in supper ity. Lomg drawn howls, shrill, excited | lay in the snow licking their wousks
snd with an indomitable will, he  While we were still at the table, Ole | yelps and smothered groans woke the | For more than half an hour he paced

mully came off vietorious; when he did | Johnson, one of the farm hands, came in o night. 1 quivered in to and fro, lnid down, got up again and
‘cuu.‘ u pinch Hector enme growling to | from the woodshed and stood in the door- | limb as | watched the thrilling spectacle | showed every sign of intense excitement.
s

and that settled the mutter way shivering presented by the strong, gaunt wolves | Not until all the living dogs had gone

ow Bt Bornard, | It might be well to keeps the duogs in- | contending with the small dogs that | home did he relinquish his post and pre-
We children to-night,” said he sprang into the wir, came floundering | sent himself at the house door. As soon

drove him and did pretty much Have you seen any wolves waked wer wnd over and darted | as he was admitted he found his way to

B wo pleasod with him, He followed us forward again Ajax, and with much demonsteation of
Bheashadow. T h of stranger but 1 heard them a while ago Suddenly & man was seen running from | atfe om fell to licking the little fellow's
b usually announced by him with & fow | replied Ole the divection of the servants’ hall. Tt was | wounds, This task accomplished, he

barks, and then he permitted Ajax Take Ajax into the servants’ hall.” | Olo Johnson dropped down with a long and weary sigh,

B furnish the rest of the mu Sumaller | said mother, *“and Hoctor may sleop in Father threw open the window and | and began to attend to his own.
harmed, | the nursery peremptorily ordered him to go back in Ajax .rurt quivering hetween his big
ot for wmiles| To have Hootor in our room seemal to | to the house oninbuiet T famad uneasily & few

ound.  For Ajax he cherished a faith-  us hoys the safost, most delightful thing A jax in with me,” ealled Ole, halting. | times, and finally curled himself up com

Bl pationt friendship. At night Ajax | imaginable. We were quite sure he was | * Lot Heetor loose,” he oried presently. | fortably. He was pretty badly hurt, hav
in the dog kennel, while Hector | the strongest world, and could | Then, hastening to the woodshed, hie | ing & deep gash in the back, with & long,

w“ | outside dispose of twenty, aye, o hundred wolves. | suized an axe and was about starting for | gaping rent in the throat
cold, starlit evening in February, As we went up to bed, however, our  the scene of combat The next lnurnm% traces of the conflict

wy brother and 1, two small boys, | courage was somewhat shaken by the dis- | Stay where you are ! Have you gone | were widespread.  Wlood dyed the snow ;

o on the hill north of the | tant howling we heard, and when Hector | stark mnd 7" shoutod father mangled, lifeless wrecks were strewn

, our pointed caps drawn down | came upstairs with Marit, the nursemnid, | Ole stood for a moment irresolute. | around and tufts of hair drifted sbout in
s W

fingors protected by | we s sloud with fright,  We | Above the din there now arose s high | the wind

ttens. The crisp snow | actually ght the woll had broken in. | pitched shriek from u voice we would all | People gathered from all parts of the
od wind groaned under our heels as | Long after we hd crept into hed we have known smong hundreds. 1t gradu- | parish.  Some lingered about the wood.
went u,.nf..' hill, nd shrieked beneath | lay shivering with cold and dread, until ally became more and more smothered | shed, where Ole narrated the blood eurd.

Mol runmers of our sledge as wo | finally the warmth of the fire Marit hud | and finally resolved itself into a gurgling | ling events of the night while he dressed

daving  flights  downward. | kindled pervaded the room, and the mosn the wolf skius.
shadows wore cast on | crackling flimes mingled with Hector's|  *They are killing him " screamed | All this happened some years ago, but
, and_Heetor and | heavy bronthing lulled us to rest Marit, sobbing wloud even to-day in that far sway little parish

our constant companions, looked | How late it was when | started up ina At this Ole started off an fast as be | in Norway the |,-eupl» speak of that night,
intolligent eyes on the fairyland | panic of terror | cannot say. A confused 0. Huctor, too, had recognized | and if you should go to the parsonage you
about us lending

Prom (ho parsons

end

warling and  howling filled wdo's call.  With & hoarse bark | would see, close to the gate of the little
age woodshod stolo the | the air, and on the window was pluinly he flung hinself agninst the hall door, | garden to your right, two low mounds
low of the pine torch. The steady | outlined the huge dark head of some tearing and seratching with teeth and | where lie the faithful dogs, Hector an
of chopping there g that | animal with wide open jaws. .l.u: determined to get out i | Ajax, who fought the famous battle with
able senme of security the nearness | Clapping my hands gver my eyes 1| * Then, in Heaven's name, let him .,..."Iu.e wolves,
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