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these rremises to be correct low
would the case stund ? If our general
purpose man should prove a fitter man
tor Premier of the Province than auy
of the special purpose men 2,If our ge-
narul  purpose  horse  should prove
strouger  than the draft homse, and
handsomer and fuster on the road than
the special driver 2 If  our mutton
shicep should glve @ fleece worth nearly
as much as the special  wool sheep ¥
And if our rooster in addition to his
cuipaeity for eggs and turkey should
prove able to lick the other one on his
own dunghill and crow louder after-
ward ? That i8 about where the Short-
horn i8,  They ure a general purpose
cattle, with a well developed tendeucy
to down tha speciulists  fn their own
specialties.

In speaking of special purpuse cattle
we usually divide them into two classcs,
lat there are really three : one class is
ood for beef, another class i8 geod for
the dairy and the other class is good
for nothing. ‘Chefr specialty is to con-
sume the largest possible awcunt of
food for the lcast possible return of
any kind. With this Iatter class the
Shorthorns have mnothing to do. They
ara on entirely different ground. But
it Is an undoubted fact that they do oc-
cupy the ground between the other two
classes, and pretty well overlap themn
both. If you will tuke a stock-journal
of to-day and compare the stock cuts
i it with the cuts of a few years ago,
Jou will see the prize winning animals
of to-day otlher than Shorthorns are
more like Shorthorns than they
are like their ancestors of a few
years ago. I have before me as I am
writing, a plcture of a famous prize
winning Holstein bull, that would pass
for a very fair Shorthorn, and even
some of the crack Jersey bulls of to-
day would almost pass for Shorthorn
stags. Now, wby is it these other
breeds are so wapidly approaching the
Shorthorn type? I'll tell you. These
speclalists are not at all afraid@ of the
specialists of the otlher class, but they
are all terribly afraid of the Shorthorn,
tlat 1s so likely to get on top of them,
and who has bLeen on top of them so
often, he has inpressed himself ou their
imaginations, and they are working
away with the very limitable lope
that some duy their cattle will be as
good as Shorthiorns and Jook like them.
11 I could show you a picture of the
new general purpose cattle, the Sim-
wenthal and Normandy cattle, whose
calves are advertized at §600 cach at
ane month old, I should not need to tedl
sou why I preferred the Shorthorns to
them. These are the conclusions 1
have reached regarding Shorthorn cat-
tle, and I will now give you some of
{be reasons that have led to them. In
the first place I have boen Ureeding
them for a long time myscr, and I have
sot been breeding them for fun. T have
Len breeding them for bread and but-
_ter (as well as for Leef and butter) and
that makes o man careful about what
he hamdies, and it I found any other
cattle giving  better results I would
not have stayed with them so long. And
1 feel that a great majority of people
think as I do about them. I sw a state-
ment a few days ago that 76 per cent
of all the cnttle exported from Canada
and the United-States, were Shorthorna
and Shorthorn grades, and I belleve if
Mr. Gordonr or Mr. Ironside were here
they would say they were the kind of
cattle they like to bandle. I have also
Ioliced in all contests between breeds,
whethier for milk or beef, in Britain or
America, the Shortliorn ‘is generally on
Land, and if he doe¥ not always got

the first place, he is geucrally so close try’s progress in civilization and refine-

to it, there {8 no room for any other
Lreed between hlin and §t. It {8 true

went. If there should happen to be a
Scotchman present he will tell you

in the milk test here last summer we Scotland is the most highly elvilized
had to lower our colurs tu & Holsteln, , und refined country in the world, and

and 1n Chicago it the Columbian) tu
i Jersey, but in neither case was any
other breed near enough to trumple on
them, But it must boe borne in wind
that Glennie's Holsteln that won  the
test liere  was a phenvinenon, she s
sujd to have the best record of any cow
of her age; it is no disgrace tv be beat-
vl by such a ¢ow. And it musct also
be borne in mind that among all breeds
nf cattle combined there are very few
cows thut can down her Shorthorn com-
petitor, that Bro. Waugh aptly calls
“Lang's Beef Shortbhorn' Aud you
will also please take notice that at both
these competitions the Shorthorn was
tirst in the class for all beef Lreeds, and
second in the class for all dairy breeds.
What other breed can approach such
a record? Aud thiese were oue fallures!
1 have also noticed that at some of
the fat stock shows in Britain in the
competition between breeds the Short-
Lorn is barred.(l) Aud I do not remem-
Yer an Instance of o successful cross-
bred animal that was not a Shorthorn
cross. What more can you ask., 1If
sou want beef they are the best. If you
want milk they are as good as the best,
and if you want cross breds or grades
they are simply indispensable.

it has Leen said that no race of cattle
lias ever heen found that was not per-
mantly improved by a Shorthorn cross,
ond that no race has yet been found
that was able to permanently improve
the Shorthorn by crossing with thein,
and that whercever the Shorthorm has
once got a footing he has never been
oxterminated. So you who do not want
Shorthiorns had better see to it that
they do not come within a hundred
miles of you, for they are as bad to
spread and as hard to get rid of as
French-weed. Commencing a hundred
and fifty ycars ago in the north of En-
sland, they are spread in every divec-
tion. They have overrun England,
have driven the Highlander to the
bidds and! strangle the doddies (17 In thieir
awn byres. They have captured North
America, aud are now being sent in
herds to Australia and South America.
Wherever civilization goes, there goes
{le Shorthorn. In fact they secem as no
cessary to each other as a contribution
box is to a misslonary. They are not
found in places that are todally barba-
rous and uncivilized.

There they are on an equality with
the missionary. Both are liable to bo
caten, and although they may do some
zood in that way at the time, their fu-
ture usefulness is impaired. Among
people who worship their cattle and
eat tlicir missionaries, the outlook, ¢l
ther for the missionaries or the impro
vement of the cattle, is not a hopeful
oue, but wherever they eat their cattle
and thelr missionaries indiscriminately,
it is only a question of time and civili-
zation, whean sirloin of Shorthorn will
entirely supersede baked missionary.
You sce the human animal needs to be
civilized and cultivated and reformed
to some extent Lefore he can apprecia-
te the Shorthorn animal, and the farther
fic has advanced in that direction the
tore highly is the Shorthorn animal cs-
tcemed.  Hence, their atatus In any
country is the measare of that coun-

(1) Quite new to us, and somkis like
an error—FEd.
) “Doddies™ or in Aberdecnabive, the
“Humlis”, are the Galloways .and
volled-Angus cuttle.—Ed.

where will you find such Shorthorns as
in Scotland ? Even our American
friends (who make some pretentions
to civilization), have very gvod Short-
horns. It would perhaps be not good
taste to speak of vurselves in this con-
pection, but the anxlous enquiror is
respectfully referred to the record of
the Chicago Columbinn Exposition for
ipformation on that polnt. Allen, in his
history of Awmerican cattle,  written
thirty years ago, speahing of the Short-
tworn, says: “Some have objected to
tham as unfitted  for a cold climate.
That objection has proved of little
welght.  Northern Englund and  the
Northern Counties of Scotland have
produced tbem in thelr highest perfec-
tion. Aud in the higher latitudes of
Americy, including Canada, they thri-
ve as well as In the milder climates of
Olio and Kentucky. The severe win-
ters of the north appear to Le no bhar
to tlicir success. How far South the,
wmay go has yet to be tried. For the
improvement of our native cattle either
for the dairy or the shambles, no foreign
Hreed has been so much sought. They
appear destined to go into every place
wwhicre cattle are successfully bred, and
good herbage abounds, as belng the
stock which, whatever may be the
toerits of others in certain localitics,
must in the majority prevall. When
J was first in England tne Shorthorns
were confined to a comparatively nar
row territory, and that chiefly in the
northeasterly and central counties.
MNow they arc scen in almost every
part of the United Kingdom where
good grasses and the best’ agriculture
prevail. I found them even working
on towards the Scottish Highlands,
trenching into the homes of the Ayr-
shires and Galloways, and crosesing
more or less into almost all the old
local breeds. Whether it iz because
they have become the fashion or are
thus spreading on their own merits, 1
¢id not enquire, hut concluded from
the fact of their increasing propagation
among farmers where almost every-
thing is made to pay that they find
tiem their most profitable neat stock.”
in summing up his history of “Short-
Lorn Cattle” written ten years later,
the same author says: “Our bhistory
has fully shown that from the earliest
poriod, the Shorthorn cows as a rule
vere large milkers, and wnen cultivat-
ed with a view to dairy purposes, no
apimals of any breed excelled and few,
ff any, cqualled them. Yhen milk has
tcen the main object in their koeping,
1o cows have made larger yields ac
cording to the consumption of food
than they. In the wide beef producing
districts of our couniry where milk is
of little object beyond that of nursing
i calt to the proper age for weaning,
the milking facuty of a Shorthorn
cow has been partially bred out, but is
capable of bLeing restored in & {ew ge-
uerations by the application of Sulls
Jdescended from lhicrds where the dairy
qunlity hae Wen preserved. Indecd
we have scen wonderful milkers occa-
sionally strike out in herds where the
¢ows were only nominal in their yields.
Abundantly tostifying that the dairy
quality Is inherent in their organiza-
ton,

As 2 ficeh producing animal nothing
of the bovine race ever has, or probably
«ver can equal the Shorthorns in eardy
maturity, rapld accumulation of fiesh,
fullness and ripentss of points, accord-

Ing to the amouit of food they consu-
we, and gssimilating that food to its
uiost profitable use. A century of ex
perlence in Britain and bhalf a century
of experience in America, with a rapid-
Iy growing coutidence In thelr tlegh-
taking capacity, have placed the Short-
lorn fn the foremost rank of all meat
wutle. No cattle of whatever ruce or
breed have exhibited more of the qua-
litdes of vitality, longevity and fertility
than they. We might mention scores
of bulls by name which ha.e proved
useful to extrcme ages, both in En-
gland and America” Here lLe gives a
fong list of Loth bulls and cows that
have proved useful until 20 years old
and concludes, by saying : *“All they
ueed 18 a sufficiency of proper food, not
forcing, and sensible treatment in the
way of shelter and care, to prove them
cquals, it not superiors, in fertility and
lungevity, of any others of the bovine
race.” Is it possible that all this evi-
dence in their favor is wrong? Hardly!
{ know it will be objected by some
that the gencral purpose animal Is not
the best farmer’s animal, That is a
mwatter of opinion, and about all that
could be said on either side would be
assertions and contradictions. I be-
lieve myself they _are the best, but
vrery ore must judge for himself, But
this I do know, this is an age of spe-
cialties and it ig also an age of hard
{imes. But if you are determined to
lave special purpose cattle, it has been
abundantly shown that both the beef-
ing and milking qualities are inherent
in the Shorthorn, and both may be cul-
tivated in fair proportions, or either
quality may be quickly and easily de-
veloped at the expense of the other.
These are some of the reasons “Why 1
{ike the Shorthorn,” aud if they do
Lot commend themselves to judgment
{ am gorry for somebody.

NOR-WEST FARMER.

AYRSHIRE CATILE IN THR PRO-
VINCE OF QUEBRC.

Sales in Newfoundlands—Aymhire-
Association,

1t is very interesting to note the ra-
vid progress and great improvement
that is being made in the breeding of,
Ayrshire Cattle in the Province of Que-
Licc. From oue end of the province to
the other, our bLest breeders seem to:
favor the Ay rshires and, not in a few
places, there are herds which not only
bave milking qualities but bave beau-
ty and high brecding as well, and would
do credit even to the County of Axr in
Scotland. Each ycar, farmers who are
looking for the Dest breed of thorough-
bred cattle take to the Ayrshirea in
preference to any other. The result as
was shown in the magnificent collec-
tion of Ayrshires at the Montreal Ex-
hibition last year is already . evident,
Zor expert judges expressed themselves
in the very bhighest terms regarding
tiis exhibit and stated that it would
compare favorably with some of the
st in the Old Country. The high re-
putation which the Province is making
fn the Lreeding of Ayrshires is already
established, for not 2 few have been
sold at good prices in the Unlted States
within the past few months, while
during the present mouth anexpert,
hinyer wag licre on behalf of & leading
Lreeder -jn the United: States. and. pur-
chased seven head, for which the sum
of §1400.00 was pald. This is certainly
avery good showing,-and-should atfori



