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10 ‘TH{ CHRISTIAN,

that King Harry was & whit more religions when he proclaimed himself
head of the church of Engluud, than when wnting against Luther on
the scven sacruments, as & true son of the church of Rome. It is even
questionable whether Lullier lumself, the elector of Saxony, the Mar-
nuis of Brandenburg, the Duke of Lunenburg, tie Laadgrave of Hesss,
and t++ Prince of Anhalt, were more religions men when they signed
the  .ugsburg Conlession of Faith than when they formerly repeated
their Ave Maria.

Human creeds may be refurmed and re.reformed, and be erroneous
still, like their autliors; but the insp red creed needs no reformation,
being, like its author, infallole. The clergy, tou, may be reformed
from papistical opinions, giimaces, iricks, aud dresses, to protestant
‘opinions and ceremonies; protestant clergy may be reformed from
protestant to presbyterial metaphysics and forms; and presbyterian
<lergy may be reformed to independency, and yet the Pope remain in
their heart. They are clergy still—and still in need of reformation.
Archbishop Laud and Lawrence Greatrake are both clergymen, though

~of different dimensions. The spirit of the latter is as lordly and poniiv

ficial as that of the former, though his arm und his gown is shorter. . The
moschetto is an animal of tle same genus with the hornet, though the
bite of the former is not so powerful as the siing of the latter. A creed,
too, that is formed in Geneva or in London, is as human as one formed
in Constantinople. They have all given employment to tax gatherers,
jail keepers, and grave diggers.

All reformations in religious opinions and speeulations have been fated
like the fushions in apparel. They have lived, and died, and revived,
uid died again.  Asapparel has been the badge of rank, so have opinions
Leen the badge of parties, anl the cause of their rise and continuance.
The green and orange ribbon, as well as the blue stocking, have been as
tiseful and as honorable to those that have worn them, as those opinions
were to their posscssors, which have beea the shibboleths of religious
parties.

Human systems, whether of plilosophy ot of religion, are proper
subjects of reformation; but christianily cannot be reformed. Every
attempt to reform christianity is like an attempt to create a new sun, ot
to change the revolutions of the heavenly bodies—unprofitable and vain.
In a word we have reformations enough  1he very name has become
as offensive, as the term “ Revolution™ in France.

A restoration of the ancient order of things is all that is necessary to
the bappiness and usefulness of christians. No attempt *to reform the
doctrize, discipline and government of the church,” (a phrase too long
in use,) can promise a be'ter result than those which bave beer atiempted
and languished tc death. We are glad to see, in ine above exiract, that
the thing proposed, is to bring the christianity and the church of the
present day up 1o the standard of the New Testament. This is.in sub-
slance, though ia cther terms, what we contend fur. To bring the so-
cieties of christians up to the New Testament, is just to bring. the disci-
ples individually and collectively, to walk in the faith, and in the com-
mandments of the Lord and Saviour, as presented in that bleswed volume ;
2nd this is to restore the ancient order of things. Celebrated as the



